
Service Date: August 24, 2026 

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

NOTICE OF PENALTIES INCURRED AND DUE 
FOR VIOLATIONS OF LAWS AND RULES 

PENALTY ASSESSMENT: TE-260642 
PENALTY AMOUNT: $100 

Washington Wine Experience LLC 
804 S 22nd Ave 
Yakima, WA 
(509) 910-2435
info@wawinex.com

YOU MUST RESPOND WITHIN 15 DAYS OF THIS NOTICE 

The Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) believes Washington 
Wine Experience LLC (Washington Wine Experience or Company) violated Washington 
Administrative Code (WAC) 480-30-221, Vehicle and Driver Safety Requirements, which adopts 
Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations (49 C.F.R.) Part 396 – Inspection, Repair and Maintenance. 

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 81.04.405 allows penalties of $100 for each violation. In the 
case of an ongoing violation, every day’s continuance is considered a separate and distinct 
violation. 

On July 24, 2026, Commission Motor Carrier Safety Investigator Zachery Jones completed a 
routine safety investigation of Washington Wine Experience and documented the following 
violation: 

• One violation of 49 C.F.R. § 396.17(a) - Using a commercial motor vehicle not
periodically inspected. Washington Wine Experience operated a commercial motor
vehicle (CMV) that has not been inspected by a U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
certified inspector.1

The Commission’s Enforcement Policy provides that some Commission requirements are so 
fundamental to safe operations that the Commission will issue mandatory penalties for each 
occurrence of a first-time violation. The Commission generally will assess penalties by 
violation category, rather than per occurrence, for first-time violations of those critical 
regulations that do not meet the requirements for mandatory penalties. The Commission will 
assess penalties for any equipment violation meeting the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration’s “out-of-service” criteria and for repeat violations of critical regulations, 
including each occurrence of a repeat violation. Further violation of RCW 19.122 will result in 
progressive penalty assessment up to the maximum allowable by law. 

The Commission considered these factors in determining the appropriate penalties Washington 
Wine Experience  $100 for these violations: 

1 VIN: W1Z4KGYXRT162121 
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• One violation of 49 C.F.R. § 396.17(a) - Using a commercial motor vehicle not 
periodically inspected. The Commission assesses a $100 penalty for this critical-type 
violation. 

These facts, if proven at a hearing and not rebutted or explained, are sufficient to support the 
Penalty Assessment. 

Your penalty is due and payable now. If you believe the violation(s) did not occur, you may deny 
committing the violation(s) and contest the penalty through evidence presented at a hearing or in 
writing. Or, if there is a reason for the violation(s) that you believe should excuse you from the 
penalty, you may ask for mitigation (reduction) of the penalty through evidence presented at a 
hearing or in writing. The Commission will grant a request for a hearing only if material issues of 
law or fact require consideration of evidence and resolution in a hearing. Any request to contest 
the violation(s) or for mitigation of the penalty must include a written statement of the reasons 
supporting that request. Failure to provide such a statement will result in denial of the request. See 
RCW 81.04.405. 

If you properly present your request for a hearing and the Commission grants that request, the 
Commission will review the evidence supporting your dispute of the violation(s) or application for 
mitigation in a Brief Adjudicative Proceeding before an administrative law judge. The 
administrative law judge will consider the evidence and will notify you of their decision. 

You must act within 15 days after receiving this Penalty Assessment to do one of the 
following: 

• Pay the penalty amount due. 
• Contest the occurrence of the violation(s). 
• Admit the violation(s) but request mitigation of the penalty amount. 

Please indicate your selection on the enclosed form and submit it electronically through the 
Commission’s web portal at https://efiling.utc.wa.gov/Form within FIFTEEN (15) days after you 
receive this Penalty Assessment. If you are unable to use the web portal, you may submit it via 
email to records@utc.wa.gov. If you are unable to submit the form electronically, you may send a 
paper copy to the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission, PO Box 47250, Olympia, 
Washington 98504-7250. 

If you wish to make your payment online, please use this link: Make a Payment Now (wa.gov).2  

If you do not act within 15 days, the Commission may refer this matter to the Office of the 
Attorney General for collection.  

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective August 24, 2026 

/s/ Connor Thompson   
       CONNOR THOMPSON 

Director, Administrative Law Division
 

2 https://www.utc.wa.gov/documents-and-proceedings/online-payments/make-payment-now.  
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