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WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
DOCKET NO. TR-

: PETITION FOR EXEMPTION FROM
Tacoma Rail COMMISSION RULES RELATED TO
Petitioner, RAILROAD COMPANIES —
CLEARANCES (WAC 480-60)

The Petitioner asks the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission to grant exemption from
rules related to (check one or more):

[] | Railroad overhead clearance requirements found in WAC 480-60-040

[ | Railroad side clearance requirements found in WAC 480-60-050

Railroad track clearance requirements found in WAC 480-60-060

References/Attachments:

WAC  480-60-020 Exemptions

WAC  480-60-030 Definitions

WAC  480-60-040 Overhead clearances

WAC  480-60-050 Side clearances

WAC  480-60-060 Track clearances

WAC  480-60-990 Illustration — Typical clearance of structures from railroad tracks
WAC  480-60-99001 Illustration — Typical track spacing

Section 1 — Petitioner’s Information

Note: If the restricted clearance is located at a customer facility, the customer is the petitioner. If the
restricted clearance is located at a railroad-owned facility, the railroad is the petitioner.

Petitioner: Tacoma Rail

Business Address: 2601 SR 509 North Frontage Road
City, State, and Zip Code: Tacoma, WA 98421

Mailing Address, if Different:

Representative Name and Title: Kyle Kellem, Roadmaster

Representative Phone Number and Email Address: 253-377-3554 kkellem@cityoftacoma.org

Representative Signature: //% %/-/—
//
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https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=480-60-020
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=480-60-030
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=480-60-040
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=480-60-050
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=480-60-060
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=480-60-990
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=480-60-99001
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=480-60

Section 2 — Railroad’s Information

Note: When a railroad customer is the petitioner in a request for clearance exemption, the
railroad must sign the Railroad Support Statement in Section 8. When a railroad requests a
clearance exemption for its own facility or location, it is not necessary to complete Sections 2 or 8.
Railroad:

Business Address:

City, State, and Zip:

Mailing Address, if Different:

Contact Name and Title:

Contact Phone Number:

Email Address:

Section 3 — Restricted Clearance Location

Name of Facility or Location: East Locomotive Servicing Facility
Physical Address: 2601 SR 509 North Frontage Road
City and County: Tacoma, Pierce County

Railroad Subdivision and Milepost: TMBL, MP 0.6N

GPS Location:\47.247947; 122.392703
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Section 4 — Restricted Clearance Description

Describe in detail each structure or track which is, or will be, located at less than the required standard
clearance from an adjacent track. Where more than one track is involved, identify the track by number or
name. The description should include the length of the structure along the track, its distance from the
center line of track, and its maximum elevation. For overhead clearance impairments, the description
should include the minimum elevation of the structure as measured from the top of the rail. (Attach
additional pages if necessary.)

Tacoma Rail is upgrading an existing locomotive servicing facility. The upgrades
include a servicing "island" in-between east track one (Bay 3) and ST 2 (Bay 2). The
island will be approximately 88 feet long. The closest obstruction will be approximately
6.08 feet from the centerline of track at 18.82 feet above top of rail. The same
clearance restriction applies on both tracks.

Describe why is it necessary to operate with restricted clearances.

Tacoma Rail is expanding an existing locomotive servicing facility within a specific
footprint. This defined locomotive maintenance area has limited space to make these
much needed improvements.

Explain why the facility should not be constructed or altered to conform to required clearances.
There isn't enough space to allow for additional clearances.

Describe what modifications would be necessary to meet required clearances.
The facility could not be constructed or would need custom equipment to achieve the
minimum clearance requirements.
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Section 5 — Drawings

Attach drawings to show the following:

e The area within a 100-foot radius of each restricted clearance.

e The track layout of the industry or railroad facility involved, including any connecting tracks
and switches (provide identifying name or number for each impaired track and each major
structure adjacent thereto).

e A profile view of each impairing structure and its relationship with the adjacent trackage,
including measurements from the centerline of track (between rails) to all adjacent
impairments. Each drawing should be made to scale, and each impairment should be color
coded and identified by letter (see sample illustrations).

Section 6 — Trackage

Describe the trackage involved, including the overall length of each track and the length of track
prior to and beyond each impairing structure.

Location will be within existing locomotive servicing track limits. Bay 2 (ST 2) has
approximately 760 feet to the west and 270 feet to the east before reaching each yard
lead. Bay 3 (East Track 1) has approximately 870 feet to the west and 330 feet to the
east before reaching yard leads.

Who owns the trackage involved? Tacoma Rail

Who operates on this trackage? Tacoma Rail

From which direction(s) can train movements be originated on each impaired track?

East and West

What is the average number of train movements per day? 10-20

What is the speed of train movements? 5 mph maximum on maintenance tracks
What time of day do train movements occur? 24 hours

Describe typical railroad activities in the area involved in this request:
Locomotive fueling and servicing.
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Section 7 — Warning Devices

Note: Retroreflective warning signs should be placed not more than 50 feet in advance of the
nearest restricted clearance when entering the impaired track. If operations occur during hours of
darkness, warning signs should be illuminated. If such placement and illumination is not feasible,
please explain why and specify where each placement will be made.)

Signs and lighting will be present and are incorporated in the design.

What form of warning is proposed for railroad employees at each restricted clearance and where
will it be installed? Class 1 railroads have specific standards for signage. Please provide
examples of proposed signage, lighting, etc. for this facility.

"No clearance" signs will be placed in advance of the height restrictions, railroad
special instructions will be issued, and the facility will be well lit.
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Section 8 — Railroad Support Statement

Note: If a railroad is requesting the exemption from clearance requirements for its own facility or
location, it is not necessary to complete this section.

The undersigned represents the railroad operating at the facility or location with the areas of
restricted clearance.

We have investigated the conditions at the location of the restricted clearance. We are satisfied
that the conditions are the same as described by the Petitioner. We do not object to the
petitioner’s request for exemption from Commission clearance rules. We support the proposed
warning devices for the areas of restricted clearance. We agree to notify our operating employees
of the areas of restricted clearance at this facility upon approval of the request for exemption, as
directed by the Commission.

Dated at , Washington, on the 1E| day of selectmonth |selectyear

Printed Name

Signature of Railroad’s Representative

Title

Phone Number

Email

Mailing Address
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