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Railroad Owning Track: 

FRA Investigation:  Yes  
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Rail Incident Investigation Report 

   No 

Report Date:     

Railroad Operating on Track: 

Inspector:     

I. Type of Accident

Private Crossing  Trestle Pedestrian at Crossing  Public Crossing   

Pedestrian Not at Crossing Other (explain)  

Lon: 

Time:     

UTC Crossing No.: 

GPS Identifier: Lat:   

City:            County:  

II. Time and Location of Accident

Date:     

USDOT Crossing No.:     

Railroad Milepost:     

Number of Tracks:     

Road name, yard name, bridge: 

identifier:  III. Conditions Surrounding the Accident

Weather:      Clear to cloudy      Fog      Rain       Snow  

Road Condition:      Dry      Wet       Snow      Ice   

Visibility Due to Weather:     Daylight       Darkness    Unknown  

Train Speed:   Passenger    Locomotive only    Cars only  Train Type:  Freight    

  No 
Haz-Mat on Train:  Yes    No    N/A  

Type of Haz-Mat:

IV. Pedestrian, Driver, or Passenger Fatalities       Does this section apply? Yes     No  

If a vehicle accident, number of passengers: 

Age: Gender: Male    Female Driver:    Passenger   Pedestrian  

Pedestrian trying to get on/off train? Yes  No    No     Undetermined  

Alcohol:  Yes      No     Undetermined  

Drugs:     Yes     No     Undetermined  

Suicide: Yes  

Information supplied by: 

Information supplied by: 

Names of additional fatalities: 

Number of Fatalities:

Name:     

Remote Control:  Yes   N/AA 

non-binary
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V. Pedestrian, Driver, or Passenger Injuries   Does this section apply? Yes     No  

If a vehicle accident, number of passengers:  

Age:       Gender: Male    Female  

 No 

Alcohol:  Yes    No    Undetermined  

Number of people injured:     

Name:     

Driver:     Passenger:    Pedestrian:  

Pedestrian trying to get on/off train? Yes  

Drugs:     Yes     No    Undetermined 

Names of additional injured persons:  

VI. Pedestrian Access (not at a Crossing)    Does this section apply? Yes     No  

Obvious signs of consistent pedestrian trespass?  Yes  No 
If yes, describe:

Pedestrian (not at a crossing) information: Accessing public area?   Yes      No 

Deterrents at site, e.g. fence, signs, other? Yes  No 

Previous collisions at or near site? Yes  No 

VII. Crossing History   Does this section apply? Yes     No  

How many?  Prior accidents at this crossing?  Yes      No 

Dates of prior accidents:     

Description of prior accidents (fatalities, injuries, property damage) 

Last inspection date?     

Defects? Yes      No         If yes, describe:     

VIII. Attachments

   No  
   No  

Local law enforcement report?  Yes  

Pictures?  Yes     No   

Copy of most current inventory?  Yes      No 

Railroad incident report?  Yes     No   
Coroner/medical examiner report?   Yes  

Death Certificate?   Yes  No   

Other (describe): 

If yes, describe:

If yes, describe:

If yes, describe:

non-binary
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IX. Comments 

Event Summary: 

Site Description: 

Inspector Recommendations: 
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Rail Safety Supervisor Comments/Sign Off: 

Director of Transportation Safety Comments/Sign Off: 



 

Location of incident 



From: State Emergency Operations Officer (MIL)
To: GRP-SH_200265_Duty_Officers@co.whatcom.wa.us; Rose, John (ECY); Eldon Offutt; Jacob Mungin; Hunter,

Kathy (UTC); Kenneth W. Holgard; Kevin Pannell; Michael Pirato; Powell, John (FRA); Randall Boyington; Stacey
Thompson (Fed Railroad Association Reg 8); Stacey Weller; Steven Travers; WUTC Rail Reporting (UTC)

Subject: State Incident #21-3850- Train Vs Trespasser - Bellingham
Date: Sunday, September 26, 2021 4:40:42 PM

Please see the below information involving a railroad incident that has been reported to the State
Emergency Operations Center (EOC).  Please reply to this email upon confirmation of receipt. Thank
you
 
Name of the Railroad(s) involved:  BNSF
 
Reporting Party Name, Position and Contact Number:  Yosefa Arianto – 817-593-6823 option 1
 
Time and Date Called in to the State EOC: 1633 / 09-26-2021
 
Time and Date of the Event: 1609 / 09-26-2021
 
Mile post and/or Address of Event:  Bellingham Subdivision milepost 98.7 Bellingham WA
 
Circumstances of the Incident: Train struck a trespasser
 
Number of Injuries and/or Fatalities: unknown circumstances still under investigation  
 
Type of Rail Cars Involved (tank, hopper, box, flat, etc.):  Freight train
 
Type and Amount of HAZMAT spilled: n/a
 
Any Additional Details That Will Assist in Identifying the Necessary Response:  n/a
 
Name and Phone Local POC: Yosefa Arianto – 817-593-6823 option 1
 
Railroad Incident Number: 14935
 
State EOC Incident Number: 21-3850
 
 
Thank you,
Samantha Williams
State Emergency Operations Officer (SEOO)
Alert & Warning Center
Emergency Management Division
Washington Military Department
Office: (800) 258-5990
dutyofficer@mil.wa.gov
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From: Service, Interruption Desk
To: CORP DL Public Affairs; OPR DL (SI Desk Use ONLY) North Region Incident
Cc: Service, Interruption Desk
Subject: 09262021 - Trespasser - Bellingham Subdivision - C SCMRBC2 48F
Date: Sunday, September 26, 2021 7:12:57 PM

Ticket #:  14935
Create D/T:  9/26/2021 6:09:58 PM
Resource:  Bellingham Sub - MP 98.700
Division:  Northwest
Subdivision:  Bellingham
MilePost:  98.700
Line Segment:  50
City:  Bellingham
County:  Whatcom
State:  WA
D Code: 219178
Train Symbol:  C SCMRBC2 48F (BNSF 4272) N

Trouble Code:  Trespasser
Trouble Desc:  1809CT on the Bellingham Subdivision at MP 98.7 on Main 1 the C SCMRB2 48F reported striking
a trespasser. This did not occur at a road crossing.

There are no injuries to the crew. At time of notification Trespasser status is unknown.

Lead Locomotive (BNSF 4272) is camera equipped. The train crew is not requesting trauma relief at this time.

There is 01 train potentially impacted as a result.

Division officers are responding with a pending ETA.

Closeout ¿

Tracks have been cleared for traffic. Once relief crew boards, train will depart.

01 train delayed.

Train Soup:  120-0-17065-6370
Train Direction: North
Lead Locos: BNSF 4272 - BNSF 7145- BNSF 7811- BNSF 8397
DP Locos:
Conductor Name: D WHITAKER
Engineer Name: DJ GREENE
Other Name: RK MCMARTIN
On Duty Time and Date: 9/26/2021 8:01:00 AM
Crew Origin/Destination: EVERET

Name of Law Enforcement Agency on scene: Bellingham PD
FRA Post Accident Testing Required:
Crossing DOT: N/A
Crossing Equipped With: N/A

Haz Material:
Haz Material Commodity:

mailto:ServiceInterruptionDesk@BNSF.com
mailto:CORPDLPublicAffairs@BNSF.com
mailto:OPRDLSIDNRIncident@BNSF.com
mailto:ServiceInterruptionDesk@BNSF.com


Amount Released:
Impact to Waterway:
Evacuations:
Weather: 57*- Rainy- 6MPH NE WINDS

State Report number: Samantha 21-3850
NRC Report Number:

Derailed Equipment:

***Estimated Costs & Damages***
Track: 0.00 USD
Signal: 0.00 USD
Other: 0.00 USD
Car Damages: 0.00 USD
Locomotive Damages: 0.00 USD

Contractor Expense: 0.00 USD
Estimated Lading Recovery Costs: 0.00 USD
Prelim. Lading Loss Estimates: 0.00 USD
Trailer/Container Damages: 0.00 USD

FRA Reportable Subtotal: 0.00 USD

Not FRA Reportable Subtotal: 0.00 USD

Estimated Grand Total: 0.00 USD

NOTIFIED event(s):
9/26/2021 6:37:54 NOTIFIED - State --> Samantha 21-3850
9/26/2021 6:18:12 NOTIFIED - Mechanical Desk --> REMEDY
9/26/2021 6:18:09 NOTIFIED - MDPR --> REMEDY
9/26/2021 6:18:07 NOTIFIED - Passenger Service --> REMEDY
9/26/2021 6:18:04 NOTIFIED - Signal Desk --> REMEDY
9/26/2021 6:17:23 NOTIFIED - NOC GDT --> Matt D
9/26/2021 6:14:46 NOTIFIED - ROC --> Crystal



1/18/22, 1:33 PM 4.06 - Casualty Detail Report

https://safetydata.fra.dot.gov/OfficeofSafety/publicsite/query/casrptresult.aspx?links=_program=/BI Manager/FRASTP/PublicSite/4.06 CASDETL.sas%… 1/1

You are Visitor# 614693

Content-type: text/html
FROM FORM FRA F 6180.55A

CASUALTY RECORD

RAILROAD: BNSF Rwy Co. [BNSF] INCIDENT NUMBER: NW0921119

DATE: 09 /26 /2021 TIME: 4:09PM

STATE: Washington COUNTY: WHATCOM

TYPE PERSON: Trespassers AGE:

INJURY: Fatality

EMPLOYEES TESTED FOR ALCOHOL USE: NONE REPORTED

NUMBER OF POSITIVE TESTS:

EMPLOYEES TESTED FOR DRUG USE: NONE REPORTED

NUMBER OF POSITIVE TESTS:

EMPLOYEE TERMINATION/PERMANENT TRANSFER: UNK/NA

EXPOSURE TO HAZARDOUS MATERIAL: NO

FRA FORM 6180-54 FILED: NO

FRA FORM 6180-57 FILED: NO

CIRCUMSTANCES

PHYSICAL ACT: Standing

EVENT: Struck by on-track equipment

RESULT: Ground

CAUSE: Human factor

LOCATION

SITE: Main/branch

ON TRK EQP: Freight train - moving

WHERE: On track

NARRATIVE TRAIN REPORTED FATALLY STRIKING A TRESPASSER ON MAIN TRACK, NOT AT A CROSSING. AGE UNKNOWN
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21 - Z34/
Julie Hansen

From:    PublicRecordsOfficer
Sent:     

Tuesday, December 21, 2021 1: 08 PM
To:       SheriffRecords
Subject: 

FW: Online Form Submittal: Request for Disclosure of Public Records

From: noreply@civicplus. com < noreply@civicplus. com>
Sent: Monday, December 20, 2021 3: 24 PM
To: PublicRecordsOfficer< PublicRecordsOfficer@co. whatcom. wa. us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Request for Disclosure of Public Records

Request for Disclosure of Public Records

Requestor Name Katie Hancock

Street Address 621 Woodland Square Loop SE

City Lacey

State WA

Zip Code 98503

Phone 3606641100

Email
katie. hancockutc. wa. gov

I wish to
Receive a copy of the following:

Request Description
Could I get an email copy of the sheriff or police report of train
vs. trespasser accident on 9/ 26/ 2021 at about 1609 hours
when a BNSF freight train struck a pedestrian near railroad
milepost 98. 7 in Bellingham, Whatcom County. ( This is UTC' s
accident# 17236.) Thank you.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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CathyMiller

From: SheriffRecords
Sent: Monday, December 27, 20214:15PM
To: katie.hancock@utc.wa.gov
Subject: Record Requests 21-2348and21-2349
Attachments: 21-2348.pdf; 21-2349.pdf

Goodafternoon,  
TheSheriff’sOfficeisinreceiptofyourrequest forrecordsontrainaccidents. Wearecurrentlyassembling and

researching therequested documents andwillrespondtoyourrequestwithin10business days (SeeRCW42.56.520).  

Thankyouforyourpatience. Ifyouhaveanyquestions, pleasefeelfreetocontactusat360-778-6670.  

Sincerely,  

CathyMiller
Evidence / IDTechnician
Whatcom County Sheriff’sOffice
311Grand Avenue
Bellingham,  WA 98225
360) 778-6678

Thisemail might contain information that isconfidential and
legally privileged. Ifyouhave received thismessage inerror,  
please notify thesender immediately anddelete thismessage.  
Anyunauthorized copying, disclosure, distribution orother
useofthis information isprohibited.  
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	EOC Report - UTC Accident 17236
	RR Report - UTC Accident 17236
	Police Report - UTC Accident 17236

	ReportDateTB: 2/22/2022
	RailroadOwningTrackTB: BNSF Railway
	RailroadOperatingOnTrackTB: BNSF Railway
	FRAInvestigationYes/NoCB: 2
	InspectorTB: Bob Boston
	PublicCrossingCB: 5
	TypeOtherTB: 
	DateTB: 9/26/2021
	TimeTB: 16:09
	USDOTCrossingNoTB: N/A
	WUTCCrossingNoTB: N/A
	RailroadMilepostTB: 98.7
	LatTB: 48.763998
	LonTB: -122.515162
	NumberOfTracksTB: 1
	CityTB: Bellingham
	CountyTB: Whatcom
	LocationTB: Bellingham Subdivision milepost 98.7
	WeatherCB: 3
	RoadConditionCB: 2
	VisibilityCB: 1
	TrainTypeCB: 1
	TrainSpeedCB: 30
	HazMatCB: 2
	RemoteControlCB: 2
	TypeOfHazMatTB: 
	IVSectCB: 1
	NumberOfFatalitiesTB: 1
	SECIVIfVehicleTB: 
	SECIVNameTB: Dakota K. Carlson
	SECIVPersonCB: 3
	SECIVAgeTB: 31
	SECIVGenderCB: 2
	SECIVPedestrianOnOffCB: 2
	SuicideCB: 1
	SECIVAlcoholCB: 3
	InformationSuppliedBy1TB: 
	SECIVDrugsCB: 3
	InformationSuppliedBy2TB: 
	SECIVNamesOfAdditionalFatalitiesTB: 
	DocketNoTB: 220020
	VSectCB: 2
	NumberInjuredTB: 
	SECVIfVehicleTB: 
	SECVNameTB: 
	SECVPersonCB: Off
	SECVAgeTB: 
	SECVGenderCB: Off
	SECVPedestrianOnOffCB: Off
	SECVDrugsCB: Off
	SECVAlcoholCB: Off
	SECVNamesOfAdditionalFatalitiesTB: 
	VISectCB: 1
	SECVIQ1CB: 2
	IfYesDescribe1TB: 
	SECVIQ2CB: 2
	IfYesDescribe2TB: 
	SECVIQ3CB: 1
	IfYesDescribe3TB: Residential fences and steep incline from tracks to residential area
	SECVIQ4CB: 1
	IfYesDescribe4TB: 8/10/2014 - injury to pedestrian MP 99.
	VIISectCB: 2
	PriorAccidentsCB: Off
	HowManyTB: 
	DatesPriorAccidentsTB: 
	DescriptionOfPriorAccidentsTB: 
	LastInspectionDateTB: 
	DefectsCB: Off
	IfDefectsYesTB: 
	RailroadIncidentCB: 1
	LocalLawCB: 1
	CoronerMedicalExaminerCB: 2
	PicturesCB: 1
	DeathCertificateCB: 2
	CopyOfMostCurrentInventoryCB: 2
	OtherAttachTB: Google Earth photo showing incident location (MP 98.7 BNSF Northwest Division, Bellingham Subdivision).
	EventSummaryTB: On September 26, 2021, at 16:09, a northbound BNSF loaded coal train fatally struck a female pedestrian at milepost 98.7 on the BNSF Bellingham Subdivision. This incident was investigated by the Whatcom County Sheriff's Office. The train crew noticed something on the tracks approximately 2000 feet ahead and began sounding the locomotive horn. The train was traveling  approximately 30 miles per hour and began slowing. When the crew realized it was a person walking back and forth across the tracks the train crew placed the train into emergency braking. The victim stood on the tracks motionless as the train approached.

The subsequent investigation conducted by the sheriff's office, medical examiner's office and outside law enforcement agencies were able to identify the victim. It was determined the victim was homeless, as no information was available indicating a residential address. The investigation later determined the victim had been treated for schizophrenia multiple times and the incident was being treated as a suicide.
	SiteDescriptionTB: According to Google Earth imaging, this incident occurred just north of Bellingham city limits near Squalicum Beach recreational area. The tracks are bordered by Bellingham Bay to the west and a steep bluff to the east with residential homes at the top of the bluff. BNSF Resource Protection indicate there are no current homeless encampments in this area to their knowledge and some previous encampments in the area were cleared prior to this incident.
	RecommendationsTB: This appears to be an isolated incident in an area that is not readily accessible to the public. 
	RailSupTB: Reviewed and approved 4/13/2022 - EE
	TransDirectorTB: Reviewed and approved to close 5-2-2022 - KH


