WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

DOCKET NO. TR-

City of Ridgefield PETITION TO CLOSE A HIGHWAY-
Petitioner, RAIL GRADE CROSSING

VS.

BNSF Railway Company USDOT CROSSING NO.:[092426X
Respondent

The Petitioner asks the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC) to approve
the closure of a public at-grade highway-railroad crossing as described in this petition.

Prior to submitting this petition to the UTC, State Environmental Protection Act (SEPA)
requirements must be met. Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 197-11-865 (2) requires:

All actions of the utilities and transportation commission under statutes administered as of
December 12, 1975, are exempted, except the following:

(2) Authorization of the openings or closing of any highway/railroad grade crossing, or the
direction of physical connection of the line of one railroad with that of another;

Please attach sufficient documentation to demonstrate that the SEPA requirement has been
fulfilled. For additional information on SEPA requirements contact the Department of Ecology.
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https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=197-11-865

Section 1 — Petitioner’s Information

City of Ridgefield
Petitioner

Fe=st——

Signature

230 Pioneer Street
Street Address

Ridgefield, WA 98642
City, State and Zip Code

PO Box 608, Ridgefield, WA 98642
Mailing Address, if different than the street address

Steve Stuart
Contact Person Name

360-887-3557 steve.stuart@ridgefieldwa.us
Contact Phone Number and Email

Section 2 — Respondent’s Information

BNSF Railway Company

Respondent

2454 Occidental Ave S, Suite 1A
Street Address

Seattle, WA 98134
City, State and Zip Code

Mailing Address, if different than the street address
Stephen Semenick, Manager Public Projects

Contact Person Name

206-625-6152 stephen.semenick@bnsf.com
Contact Phone Number and Email
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Section 3 — Crossing Location

1. Existing highway/roadway: |Mill Street

2. Existing railroad: BNSF Railway Company
3. GPS location: 45°49’1” N & 122° 44’54” W

4. Railroad mile post (nearest tenth): 122.528

5. City: Ridgefield County: Clark

Section 4 — Current Highway Traffic Information

1. Name of roadway/highway: Mill Street
2. Roadway classification: |_ogcal

3. Road authority: City of Ridgefield

4. Average annual daily traffic (AADT): 312

5. Number of lanes:|2

6. Roadway speed: 25 mph

7. Is the road part of an established truck route? Yes No|[]

8. If so, trucks are what percent of total daily traffic?

9. Is the road part of an established school bus route? Yes No|[]

10. If so, how many school buses travel over the crossing each day?

11. Describe any changes to the information in 1 through 9, above, expected within ten years:
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Section 5 — Railroad Information

1. Railroad company: BNSF

2. Type of railroad at crossing:

[

3. Type of tracks at crossing:

4. Number of tracks at crossing: 2

Common Carrier
Passenger

Main Line

5. Average daily train traffic, freight: 51

Authorized freight train speed: 50 mph

6. Average daily train traffic, passenger: 10

Authorized passenger train speed: 65 mph

Logging Industrial

Excursion

Siding or Spur

Operated freight train speed: 50 mph

Operated passenger train speed: 65 mph

Section 6 — Description of Public Safety Need

Describe and support the public safety need for the proposed closure (RCW 81.53.060):

The Port of Ridgefield is constructing an overpass that will alleviate the need for the
crossing. Please refer to Pages 8-11 of the relevant Railroad Safety Grant Application.
Pages 8-11 include sections regarding: Project Benefits, At-grade Crossing Safety,
Emergency Access and Egress and Transportation Challenges.

Section 7 — Description of Closure

marina.

1. Describe the area currently served by the crossing, including the approximate number of
homes or businesses that might be affected by the closure:

The area served includes 92 individual properties. Of the 92 properties, 55% are
located in a marina for boat houses. Private residences account for 25%. There are
also 9 properties owned by investment companies and 2 owned by public entities. The
Port of Ridgefield owns 5 properties that are being utilized for the overpass
construction and the overpass has been designed to include an exit to service the
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=81.53.060

2. How far is the nearest alternate access across the tracks from the crossing proposed for
closure?

Four City blocks

3. Describe the alternate access route(s), including distance and driving time:

North on Main Street to Division Street for a total of two blocks.
West on Division Street for a total of two blocks.
Grand total of four blocks with a 1 minute driving time.

4. Describe all public outreach conducted related to this proposed closure and whether the parties
expect any objections to the proposal. (Note: after receiving this petition, the UTC must post
notice of the proposed closure at the impacted crossing and in the local newspaper. If
objections are received, the petition will be set for hearing. RCW 81.53.060):

Extensive public outreach for the closure and associated grade-separated rail overpass
was conducted over the course of approximately 15 years, including public outreach
through the concept development, project review, and funding (state, federal, local). No
objections are expected to the Mill Street crossing closure.

Section 8 — llustration of Crossing

Attach a diagram, design drawing, map, or other illustration showing the location of the highway
and railroad in the vicinity of the crossing. Include the parcels of private property located on both
sides of the highway for a distance of 500" from the crossing and the name and mailing address
of each property owner.

Section 9 — Cost Apportionment

If the commission approves the closure of the crossing requested in this petition, it will
apportion costs in accordance with the applicable statutes. (RCW 81.53.130)

In the alternative, if the parties to this petition have reached an agreement related to
apportionment of costs, please sign here to confirm:

Petitioner Signature: %% Respondent Signature:
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=81.53.060
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=81.53.130

Section 10 — Waiver of Hearing by Respondent

Waiver of Hearing

The undersigned represents the Respondent in the petition to close a highway-railroad grade
crossing.

USDOT Crossing No.: 092426X
We have investigated the conditions at the crossing site. We are satisfied the conditions are the

same as described by the Petitioner in this docket. We agree that the crossing should be closed
and consent to a decision by the UTC without a hearing.

Dated at Seattle , Washington, onthe 5  day of |October, 2021.

Stephen Semenick
Printed name of Respondent

AL HA

Signatdre’of Respondent’s Representative

Manager, Public Projects
Title

BNSF Railway Company

Name of Company

206-625-6152

Phone Number

stephen.semenick@bnsf.com
Email
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Checklist prior to submitting the petition:

v
v
v

Ensure all petition fields are completed.
Ensure parties sign Section 9 regarding any Cost Apportionment agreement, if applicable.
Obtain signature on Waiver of Hearing (Section 10). If respondent fails to sign Waiver,
advise UTC staff upon submission.
Attach copies of:

0 SEPA Determination of Non-Significance.

o Illustration of crossing (described in Section 8).

0 Any other relevant documents to support the petition, including but not limited to

support of public need, project documents, public outreach information, etc.

Submitting the petition: To officially file the petition, send the petition form and supporting
documents to Records@utc.wa.gov.

Questions: For questions, please contact:

Mike Turcott Betty Young
Transportation Planning Specialist Rail Safety Program Advisor
mike.turcott@utc.wa.gov betty.young@utc.wa.gov
(360) 764-0572 (360) 292-5470
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