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DOCKET NO. TR-

Skagit County

= PETITION TO CONSTRUCT OR

Petitioner, RECONSTRUCT A RAILROAD-
HIGHWAY GRADE SEPARATION

V8. (OVERCROSSING OR

, . UNDERCROSSING)

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway

Respondent
USDOT CROSSING NO.: 967619S

The Petitioner asks the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC) to approve
O Construction Reconstruction

of a railroad-highway grade separation (overcrossing or undercrossing') as described in this
petition. RCW 81.53.060.

Section 1 — Petitioner’s Information

Skagit County
Petitioner

@Lﬁw _coonry ENGINEETR

Signature J

1800 Continental Place
Street Address '

Mount Vermon, WA 98273
City, State and Zip Code

Same
Mailing Address, if different than the street address

Forrest Jones
Contact Person Name

360-416-1422 forrestj(@co.skagit.wa.us
Contact Phone Number and Email Address

! An overcrossing means any point or place where a highway crosses a railroad by passing above the same, or any point or place
where one railroad crosses another railroad not at grade. An undercrossing means any point or place where a highway crosses a
railroad by passing under the same, or any point or place where one railroad crosses another not at grade. RCW 81.53.010
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Section 2 — Respondent’s Information

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway

Respondent

2454 QOccidental Avenue South, Suite 2D

Street Address

Seattle, WA 98134

City, State and Zip Code

Same

Mailing Address, if different than the street address

Stephen Semenick, Manager of Public Projecs

Contact Person Name

206-625-6413 Stephen.Semenick@BNSF.com

Contact Phone Number and Email Address

Section 3 — Proposed or Existing Crossing Location

1. Existing highway/roadway Old Highway 99 North

2. GPS location Lat: 48.51194 N. Long: 122.33750 W

3. Railroad mile post (nearest tenth) MP 74.62

4., City Burlington County Skagit




Section 4 — Current Highway Traffic Information

1. Name of highway Old Highway 99 North

2. Road authority ~ _Skagit County

3. Average annual daily traffic (AADT) 6,000

4. Number of lanes _2

5. Roadway speed _ 35 MPH

6. Is the crossing part of an established truck route? Yes —X No
7. If so, trucks are what percent of total daily traffic? 11- 16

8. Is the crossing part of an established school bus route? ~ Yes __X _ No

9. If so, how many school buses travel over the crossing each day? 4

Section 5 — Crossing Traffic Information

1. Name of railroad(s) operating at crossing:
Burlington Northern Santa Fe, Amtrak

2. Type of railroad at crossing Common Carrier O Logging 0 Industrial
Passenger 0 Excursion

5. Type of tracks at crossing B Main Line 0 Siding or Spur

6. Number of tracks at crossing 1

7. Average daily train traffic, freight _18

Authorized freight train speed 59 Operated freight train speed 50

8. Average daily train traffic, passenger 2

Authorized passenger train speed 79 Operated passenger train speed 79




Section 6 — Description of Crossing Construction/Reconstruction

1. Describe in detail the reasons for constructing or reconstructing a grade separation at this
location (attach additional information sheets to petition as needed):

The existing structure was built in 1936 and the 1,183 foot overpass being comprised of mostly a
timber structure with the main span being steel girders. The overpass is structurally deficient
with a rating of 3 out of a possible 100. The bridge/overpass was fitted with temporary shoring
to allow the current truck traffic to keep using it, or it would have resulted in a load restriction of
8 tons. Due to the age and deteriorating timber structure with 9 red tagged bridge piles and caps,
in addition to numerous other yellow tagged timbers. The County has determined for public
safety and the increasing cost of maintaining the overpass, it should be replaced. In addition, this
is alternative route for I-5 during emergency closures and construction detours. The overpass
also provides access to 3 gravel pits, a concrete plant, and asphalt plant that use the overpass on a
daily basis. This route also provides access to a truck stop/fueling station that use to overpass
from the north for easier access. '

2. How far is the nearest alternate access across the tracks from the crossing?

7.8 Miles

3. Describe the alternate access route, including distance and driving time:

The alternate access across the tracks would be to drive to the north and Bow Hill Road to access
I-5 and then back south to Cook Road and the intersection of Old Highway 99 North. The
driving time for this route is 12 to 15 minutes depending on signals.

There is a parallel road to the east, but it is restricted to trucks due to surface conditions and
width, and would require routing trucks over an already busy (12,000) AADT at grade crossing
on Cook Road.

4. If new construction, will the proposed crossing eliminate the need for one or more existing

crossings?
Yes No N/A X

5. If so, identify the crossing(s) by USDOT number and state the distance and direction from the
proposed crossing.

USDOT No. 9676198, the grade separated crossing would be at the existing location.




6. If the grade separation is replacing an existing at-grade crossing, describe what will happen
with the existing crossing during construction of the grade separation, as well as what will
happen with the crossing surface, signage, and signal equipment once the grade separation is
complete.

This crossing is replacing an existing grade separated crossing.

6. Who is responsible for long-term maintenance of the grade separation?

Skagit County Public Works is responsible for all maintenance of the overpass.

Section 7 — Illustration of Crossing

Attach a diagram, map, or other illustration showing the location of the railroad and the
proposed/existing location of the crossing. If this is a reconstruction, include design-level
drawings of the proposed changes to the grade separation.

If this is a new grade separation, include the parcels of private property located on both sides of
the proposed crossing for a distance of 500" from the crossing and the name and mailing address
of each property owner.




Section 8 — Waiver of Hearing by Respondent

Waiver of Hearing

The undersigned represents the Respondent in this petition to construct a highway-rail grade
separation.

We have investigated the conditions at the crossing. We are satisfied the conditions are the same
as described by the Petitioner in this docket. We do not oppose the proposed grade-separated
crossing and consent to a decision by the commission without a hearing.
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Dated at ge“'“) < , Washington, on the 9

OC'!LaZM( , 20 /¥ .

day of

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway
Printed name of Respondent

Signdtyre of Respondent’s Representative

Manager Public Projects

Title

206-625-6152 stephen.semenick@bnsf.com
Phone number and email address

2454 Occidental Ave S, Suite 2D

Seattle, WA 98134
Mailing address
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