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Train strikes, kills 17-year-old in Toppenish 
Staff and news services
Jun 16, 2018 

TOPPENISH, Wash. — A BNSF Railway official says one of its trains struck and killed a 
17-year-old boy Saturday morning in Toppenish.

The boy, identified as Brian Kalama, was walking with a friend from Wapato to Toppenish 
when he stopped to rest and fell asleep partly on the train tracks, said Yakima County 
Coroner Jack Hawkins.

BNSF Railway spokesman Gus Melonas said the eastbound train with empty grain cars 
was traveling 47 mph when the crew saw the boy between the rails on the tracks.

He said the crew applied the emergency braking system but failed to stop in time. The boy 
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