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Recommendation
Issue a Complaint Against Rates to determine whether Lowper, Incorporated’s current rates and charges provide the company with an excessive return, and to determine whether Lowper should be required to make a new tariff filing reducing rates.

Discussion
On May 13, 2011, Lowper, Incorporated (Lowper or company), filed with the Utilities and Transportation Commission (commission) an initial tariff and supporting financial information in Docket UW-110871. The tariff became effective May 12, 2011. The company serves seven customers on a water system located near Sequim in Clallam County. 
Lowper filed its initial tariff and supporting financial information pursuant to Order 03 issued in Docket UW-091006 that determined Lowper’s operations are subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction. 

Staff’s initial review of the company’s financial information filed in Docket UW-110871 shows that the company’s current charges and rates may generate more revenue than the company requires to pay reasonable operating expenses and earn a reasonable return. Thus, Lowper’s rates may be unjust and unreasonable. 
Staff has issued a data request seeking additional information regarding the initial tariff filing and the company’s rates and charges, but has not yet received a response.   
Conclusion
Issue a Complaint Against Rates to determine whether Lowper, Incorporated’s current rates and charges provide the company with an excessive return, and to determine whether Lowper should be required to make a new tariff filing reducing rates.

