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March 23, 2009

Ms. Kathy Hunter

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
P.O. Box 47250

1300 South Evergreen Park Drive S.W.

Olympia WA 98504-7250

Re:  Petition to Close Highway-Rail Grade Crossing
Ferndale WA USDOT Crossing #084836B

Dear Ms. Hunter

Enclosed please find the petition we discussed the other day. I have received BNSF’s
signature and have also enclosed a map showing the surrounding property owners as well
as their mailing addresses.

. As we discussed, the City is currently conducting outreach to these property owners to
advise them of our plans so when your office contacts them, they are aware of this
petition.

The City looks forward to your work on this effort as we see the closure of this crossing
to be in the best interest of the citizens of Ferndale. Should you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to give me a call at 360.384.4302. Thank you for your time and
attention.

Cc:  Rick Wagner, BNSF

Mayor
file
Administrative Offices Clerk’s Office & Finance Dept Planning & Building Dept Public Works Dept
Phone: 360-384-4302 Phone: 360-384-4302 Phone: 360-384-4302 Phone: 360-384-4302
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The Petitioner asks the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission to approve the
closure of a public at-grade highway-railroad crossing as described in this petition.

Section 1 — Petitioner’s Information

City of Ferndale

Petitioner

2095 Main Street

Street Address

Ferndale WA 98248

City, State and Zip Code

PO Box 936

Mailing Address, if different than the street address

Greg Young

Contact Person Name

360-384-4302 Cityadmin @ci.ferndale.wa.us

Contact Phone Number and E-mail Address




Section 2 — Respondent’s Information

Buli Northern Santa Fe Railroad

Respondent

2454 Occidental Avenue South, Suite 1A

Street Address

Seattle WA 98134

City, State and Zip Code

Mailing Address, if different than the street address

Richard Wagner

Contact Person Name

206-625-6152 Richard.Wagner @ BNSF.com

Contact Phone Number and E-mail Address

Section 3 — Crossing Location

1. Existing highway/roadway 2nd Avenue v

2. Existing railroad _BNSF

3. USDOT Crossing No. 0848368 | UTC Crossing No.

4. Located in the 1/4of the ____1/40ofSec. _____ ,Twp.___, Range W.M.
5. GPS location, if known

7. Railroad mile post (nearest tenth) 106.01

8. City Ferndale County Whatcom




Section 4 — Crossing Traffic

1. Type of public road at the crossing O State 0 County XX City

0 Port O State Park o Other

2. Average daily vehicle traffic over the tracks 150 Vehicle speed limit 25mph

3. Trucks (commercial vehicles) are what percent of average daily traffic ____ 5%

4. Number of school buses over the crossing each day Zero

5. Name of railroad(s) operating at crossing BNSE

6. Type of railroad at crossing XX Common Carrier o Logging 0 Industrial
O Passenger 0 Excursion

7. Type of tracks at crossing XX Main Line 0 Siding or Spur

8. Number of tracks at crossing one
9. Average daily train traffic, freight 8
Authorized freight train speed 40 Operated freight train speed

10. Average daily train traffic, passenger 4

Authorized passenger train speed 45 Operated passenger train speed

40

45




Section 5 — Description of Closure

1. Describe in detail the reasons for closing the crossing  City is rebuilding and extending a
nearby road and will no longer need this crossing. This crossing is considered dangerous
and is less used than nearby alternative routes

2. Describe the area curtently served by the CIOSsing, including the approximate number ot
homes or businesses that might be affected by the closure ~ There are approximately five
homes that would now be located on a dead end street. There are no businesses served
directly and/or exclusively by this crossing.

3. How far is the nearest alternate access across the tracks from the crossing proposed for
closure? Approximately 300 yards

4. Describe the alternate access route, including distance and driving time _ The alternative
crossing (Washington Street) is approximately 300 yards from the 2™ Avenue crossing.
Alternative access is achieved via Vista Drive to Washington Street — a drive time of
approximately three minutes.

Section 6 — Illustration of Crossing

Attach a diagram, drawing, map or other illustration showing the location of the highway and
railroad in the vicinity of the crossing. Include the parcels of private property located on both
sides of the highway for a distance of 500" from the crossing and the name and mailing address
of each property owner. Please see attached




Section 7 — Waiver of Hearing by Respondent

Waiver of Hearing

The undersigned represents the Respondent in the closure of the following crossing.

USDOT Crossing No. 0848368 UTC Crossing No.

We have investigated the conditions at the crossing. We are satisfied the conditions are the same
as described by the Petitioner in this docket. We agree the grade crossing should be closed and
consent to a decision by the commission without a hearing.

Dated at Seattle ., Washington, on the 23 day of

March . 2009

Richard Wagner

Printed name of Respondent

v \/j (% /\/\/\’9‘1/\ -

Signature of Respondent’s Representative

Manager Public Projects

Title

206-625-6152  Richard.Wagner@BNSF.com

Phone number and e-mail address

2454 Occidental Avenue South, Suite 1A

Seattle, WA 98134

Mailing address
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