BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Chelan County, ) DOCKET NO. TR- @6 (4 U 2
)
Petitioner, ) PETITION FOR ALTERATION
) AND RELOCATION OF A
VS. ) HIGHWAY-RAIL UNDER-CROSSING
) - ] B ;
) WUTC CROSSING NO. 2A1673.50U - ‘
BNSF Railway Company, ) USDOT CROSSING NO. 084493W S
) —
Respondent. ) o
) -
..... . ) =
(SR ]

Pursuant to RCW 81.53.010, .020, .060, .110, and WAC 480-62-150, petition is hereby made to
the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission for an order authorizing the alteration
and the relocation of the under-crossing as identified above and described in this petition:

1. Identifying information for the existing crossing
a. Roadway: Chumstick Highway mile post 1.83
b. Railway: BNSF Railway Company (hereafter "BNSF") mile post 1673.50
Located in SE %4 of the NW Y4 of Sec. 31 Twp. 25 N. Range 18 E.W.M.
c. WUTC Crossing Number 2A1673.50U
d. USDOT Number 084493W

e. See Exhibit 1 for vicinity map.
2. Identifying information for the proposed altered and relocated crossing
a. Roadway Chumstick Highway mile post 1.83
b. Railway BNSF mile post 1673.50
Located in SE %4 of the NW %4 of Sec. 31 Twp. 25 N. Range 18 E.-W.M.
3. Character of rail line
a. Is this a main line, branch line, siding or spur? Main line
b. Do passenger, freight trains, or both use the crossing? Both passenger and freight
trains use the crossing
C. Legal maximum speed for passenger and freight trains:
Passenger _55 mph Freight 45 mph
d. Actual or estimated train traffic in 24 hours for both passenger and freight trains:
Passenger _2  Freight 22
e. Note any significant changes to the information in a. through d. expected within

ten years: Unknown

4, Character of Roadway — Existing Crossing
a. Government agency responsible for maintaining the road: Chelan County
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Number of traffic lanes in each direction: One (1)

Posted vehicle speed limit: 50 mph with 25 mph caution

Estimated vehicle traffic in 24 hours: 2800 ADT

Is the crossing part of a truck route? Yes

Is the crossing part of a school bus route? Yes

Roadway type: Rural major collector; Federal Functional Classification is “07"

Character of Roadway — Altered and Relocated Crossing

a.

/o
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Government agency responsible for maintaining the road at the existing crossing:
Chelan County

Government agency responsible for maintaining the road at the altered and
relocated crossing: Chelan County

Number of traffic lanes in each direction at the existing crossing: One

Number of traffic lanes in each direction at the altered and relocated crossing:
One

Posted vehicle speed limit at the altered and relocated crossing: 50 mph
Estimated vehicle traffic in 24 hours: 2800 ADT

Is the crossing part of a truck route? Yes

Is the crossing part of a school bus route? Yes

Roadway type after alteration and relocation: Rural major collector; the Federal
Functional Classification will remain "07"

Note any significant changes to the information in a. through i. expected within
ten years: ADT will increase to 3600

Description of the existing crossing.

Chelan County's Chumstick Highway crosses under the BNSF trestle at the existing
grade-separated crossing/under-crossing. The existing under-crossing and roadway were
apparently designed and constructed in the early 1930s. This under-crossing has (1)
limited sight distances, (2) narrow roadway width, (3) a roadway sharing the underpass
with Chumstick Creek, and (4) limited trestle height. The Chumstick Highway is one of
the most heavily-traveled of Chelan County roads and is used as a detour for SR2 as
detailed in a 1997 agreement between WSDOT and Chelan County.

Project description and justification:

a.

Proposed alteration and relocation of the under-crossing:

Chelan County proposes altering and relocating the BNSF under-crossing along
with straightening the existing Chumstick Highway roadway to achieve greater
sight distances and roadway continuity. The roadway will be widened and the
trestle clearance will be increased to comply with current grade separated crossing
design standards.

Justification for alteration and relocation of the under-crossing:

Chelan County proposes the project to alter and relocate the under-crossing to
improve public safety through increased sight distances, roadway continuity, and
upgrading the underpass and roadway to current standards. The project is part of
a larger, ongoing Chelan County project to widen and repave the Chumstick




10.

11.

12.

Highway, one of the highest traffic Chelan County roads. The alteration and
relocation of the under-crossing will improve public safety at this location which
has a number of negative public safety factors, including: (1) a high accident
rate, (2) limited sight distances, (3) narrow roadway width, (4) roadway sharing
the underpass with Chumstick Creek, and (5) limited trestle height.

See Exhibits 2 — 7, accident reports; Exhibit 8, crossing looking south; and
Exhibit 9, crossing looking north.

Warning system — Existing crossing
a. Warning devices at the existing crossing: Does not apply
b. Existing crossing circuitry: Does not apply

Warning system — Altered and Relocated crossing

a. Warning devices at altered and relocated crossing: Does not apply
b. Crossing circuitry at altered and relocated crossing: Does not apply
Drawings.

Sketches drawn to scale are attached accurately showing the current and proposed layout
of the highway and the crossing, including shoulders, sidewalks, lanes of travel, bike
lanes and crossing warning devices; of the crossing surface; and of the railway in the
vicinity of the crossing. If highway grades will be changed, sketches drawn to scale
accurately displaying the existing and proposed highway profile for 50 feet on each side
of the crossing are also be attached. See Exhibit 10, aerial photograph; Exhibit 11,
typical section; and Exhibit 12, design worksheet.

Funding.
BNSF has provided the county with a preliminary estimate of $1,750,000.00 to alter and
relocate the under-crossing structure as proposed under this petition.

Petitioner Chelan County is prepared to, and promises to, pay to the respondent railway
company the county's share of the cost of alteration and relocation of the under-crossing
as provided by law.

Certification.
I certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is trye dhd corregt.
Dated atﬁﬁ% Washington thng?Q‘}'e\ ~_day of év@_w‘s-%’ #2006.

A0 o

Buell Hawkins
Title: Chairman, Board of County Commissioners
Petitioner: Chelan County
Address: 350 Orondo Avenue
Wenatchee, WA 98801
Phone: (509)667-6215




13. Contact Information.
Petitioner’s attorney: Louis N. Chernak, Deputy Prosecuting Attorney

Chelan County Prosecuting Attorney's Office
401 Washington Street
Post Office Box 2596
Wenatchee, WA 99807-2596
Ichernak(@wapa-sep.wa.gov
Phone: (509)667-6202
Fax: (509)665-0445

WSPA# (65T




WAIVER OF HEARING BY RESPONDENT

The respondent has investigated the conditions existing at and in the vicinity of the grade —
separated crossing described herein and is satisfied that such conditions are substantially as
described in the petition. Respondent consents to the modification of the crossing configuration
and of the crossing location. Hearing in this proceeding is hereby waived.

Dated at , Washington, on the day of , 2006.

Respondent:

By:

(Mailing address, e-mail address, phone)




INSTRUCTIONS

Petitioner can be the railroad, the road authority or the Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commission. If the railroad is the petitioner, the road authority will be the
respondent. If the road authority is the petitioner, the railroad will be the respondent.

The original and two copies of the petition must be filed with the Washington Utilities
and Transportation Commission.

If the waiver of hearing is executed, the petition will be investigated and a decision made
within approximately two weeks from receipt of the documents.

If the waiver of hearing is not executed on the petition filed, a copy of the petition will be
served upon the respondent by the Commission for answer within 20 days. Upon receipt of
respondent’s answer or after the 20 day period has elapsed, the application will be processed.
Time for making a decision will depend on whether an answer is filed and the content of the
answer.
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BNSF crossing looking south, note Chumstick Cr. on left

ExHBT B
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BNSF crossing looking North, Note Chumstick Cr. on right
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Aerial view of BNSF/Chumstick Highway underpass
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Rail Road Overpass

Typical Section
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BEFORE THE WASHINGTONON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Ghelan County. DOCKET NO. TR

Petitioner,
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

WUTC CROSSING NO. 2A1673.50U .
The Burlington Northern Santa Fe,

Railway Company, USDOT CROSSING NO. 084493W

Respondent.

gL M N N N N

| _hereby certify that | have this day served Chelan County’s Petition for Alteration and
Relocation of a Highway-Rail Under-Crossing upon all parties to this proceeding, by ma|I
properly addressed with first class postage prepaid and return receipt requested.

Original and twelve copies of the petition and the original and one copy of the certificate of
service for filing to:

Carole J. Washburn, Executive Secretary
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
1300 S. Evergreen Park Drive S.W.

P. O. Box 47250

Olympia, WA 98504-7250

One copy of the petition and certificate of service to:

Danniel T. MacDonald, Manager of Engineering
BNSF Railway Company

2454 Occidental Ave., South, Suite 1A

Seattle, WA 98134

Dated at Wenatchee, Washington this 13\4-{—\ day of September, 2006.

Sw= \’E\'S.\\\N\(\A
Legal Assistant to Louis N. Chernak
(Printed Name and Title)

CHELAN COUNTY'S CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE GA&?&-C%L%SYEN

OF PETITION AND EXHIBITS -1- PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

Wensi?ﬁ«i?xvg/?ggﬁfiw
(509) 667-6202




