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Mr. Ahmer Nizam L
Rail Safety Manager COMMI
Washington Utilities & Transportation Commission
1300S Evergreen Drive, SW

Olympia, WA 98504

Re: Sound Transit Central Link Light Rail Project

Second Request for Exemption from WAC 480-60-020 and WAC 480-60-040

Dear Mr. Nizam:

Following my letter of March 24, 2004 on this subject, I realized that a clearance
exemption for the proposed Beacon Hill Tunnel will also be required where the
vertical clearance from top of rail (TOR) to the roof of the tunnel will be less than
twenty-two feet six inches above TOR as required by WAC 480-60-040(3).
Please see the attached plan and sketch for dimensions and details of Sound
Transit’s current design. The Beacon Hill Tunnel will consist of two 18’-10”
(inside diameter) bores each approximately 5,000 ft. long, with a deep mined
passenger station at roughly the mid-point. The proposed TOR elevation through
the main tunnel is proposed to be a minimum of 15’-9” below the crown of the
tunnel. The 1.5 kV DC overhead contact wire will generally be 15°-0” above
TOR through the tunnel.

We request the Commission grant a vertical clearance exemption for construction
and operation of the Link Line at this location since the Link Light Rail tracks
will be in a dedicated guideway, operated exclusively for light rail, and designed
in accordance established Link Design Criteria, which have been adhered to here,
as well as throughout the system.

If you or the Commission should require any further information regarding this
request, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at (206) 398-5404.

Johin A. Harrison, PE
nitial Segment Project Manager

Attachments

Cc:  Ahmad Fazel, Joseph Gildner, Ron Lewis, Mike Williams, LDCC

Central Puget Sound Transit

Regional Transit Authority

Union Station, 401 S. Jackson St.

Seattle, WA 98104-2826

Reception (206) 398-5000; Facsimile (206) 398-5499; www.soundtransit.org

Chair

John Ladenburg
Pierce County Executive

Vice Chairs

Greg Nickels
Seattle Mayor

Mark Olson
Everett Councilmember

Fred Butler
Issaquah Deputy Council
President

Jack Crawford
Kenmore Councilmember

David Enslow
Sumner Councilmember

Doug MacDonald
Washington State Department
of Transportation Secretary

Connie Marshall
Bellevue Mayor

Richard Mclver
Seattle Councilmember

Julia Patterson
King County Councilmember

Dwight Pelz
King County Councilmember

Kevin Phelps
Tacoma Councilmember

Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Aaron Reardon
Snohomish County Executive

Ron Sims
King County Executive

Claudia Thomas
Lakewood Councilmember

Pete von Reichbauer
Vice Chair, King County
Council

Chief Executive Officer
Joni Earl
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