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SOUNDTRANSIT

Chair

February 13, 2004 Subject File Code #AD8131

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
Attention: Ahmer Nizam

1300 S.Evergreen Park Drive S.W.

Olympia, Washington 98504-7250

Subject: Grade Crossing Protective Fund
Dear Mr. Nizam:

Enclosed for your consideration is an application from Sound Transit for WUTC
Grade Crossing Protective funds. The grant funding would provide grade crossing
improvements along Sound Transit’s Sounder Commuter Rail Tacoma-to-Lakewood
rail corridor.

Sound Transit recently executed an agreement with Burlington Northern Santa Fe
Railway Company that will transfer ownership of railroad right-of-way from
Tacoma to Lakewood. Sound Transit plans to improve the right-of-way so it may
implement commuter rail service along the corridor. This will include improvements
~ at several grade crossings.

This package includes applications for the following five projects listed below.
- Sound Transit appreciates the Commission’s consideration of these crossings in its
2004 Grade Crossing Protective Fund program.

Project Title Lo¢ation WSDOT No  Railroad

C Street Tacoma 396640U Tacoma Rail

D Street Tacoma 396639A Tacoma Rail

S. 35™ Street Tacoma 085385D BNSF / Sound Transit
S. 56" Street Tacoma 085393V BNSF / Sound Transit
S. 58" Street (Closure) Tacoma 085393V BNSF / Sound Transit

Please contact Melissa Parales Flores, Sounder Project Coordinator, at 206.689.4968
or Monica Overby, Grants Administrator, at 206.689.4979, if you have any
questions concerning this grant application package.

Sincerelyy
N

A 77
Lisa Wolterink
Grants Manager

Enclosure

cc: Monica Overby, Grants Administrator”™; R
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Melissa Parales Flores, Project Coordinator, Soundet Railfoad Infrastructure
Mike Merrick, Program Manager, SoglgiqBL%%equdgl}gqma Corridor
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UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION
COMMISSION

Grade Crossing Protection Fund
SOUND TRANSIT’S APPLICATION FOR FUNDING

Project: South 58" Street Closure (Tacoma)



Applicant Name: Sound Transit

Organlzatlon; Rpginnql Transit Agen(‘y

Address: Sounder Commuter Rail Department

401 South Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104

Contacts:
Melissa Parales Flores, Project Coordinator, Sounder Commuter Rail
Monica Overby, Grants Administrator, Grants Division

Office Phone: 206 689 4968 — Melissa Parales Flores

206.689.4979 — Monica Overby

E-mail: Floresm@soundtransit org

Overbym @soundtransit.org

Cell Phone: N/A

Fax Number: 206.398 5216

Type of Application: _Miscellaneous

South 58™ Street (Closure) — 085393V
Sound Transit Commuter Rail

Please list all of the other companies (e.g., railroad companies) organizations, or state or local
agencies that may be involved in implementing this proposal and the name, address and phone
number of each.

Sound Transit

401 So. Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104
Melissa Parales Flores
206.689.4968

City of Tacoma

Public Works Department
747 Market Street
Tacoma, WA 98402
253.591.5000



Note: Requests for public grade crossing safety projects will be continue to be processed through
the Commission’s regular petition process.



1)

2)

Project Information — Please attach additional information if needed.

Provide a detailed summary of the hazard being addressed, including any accident/incident
information or other supporting data. If filing this application electronically, photographs,
drawings, or other optional materials that are not in electronic format may be sent to the mailing
address specified in the “instructions” section and should be clearly identified as an attachment
to your application:

Please see attached photographs, drawings and other related materials of the crossing.

South 58" Street is an east-west roadway that provides access from South Durango Street to Fife
Street (southwest of the Tacoma Mall shopping center). South 58™ Street is a two-lane roadway
with no sidewalks between Washington Street and Adams Street. Its intersection with
Washington Street is an all-way-stop-controlled intersection. The at-grade crossing between
Washington and Adams Streets is signed with cross-bucks but has no signals or gates. Located
north of this grade crossing is a mainline and siding track where freight trains currently operate
to and from the Excel Feed plant. BNSF will continue to operate freight service to their
customers along Sound Transit’s Tacoma-to-Lakewood rail corridor.

The closure of the South 58" Street grade crossing would eliminate the potential of vehicle-train
and pedestrian accidents. The closure would reduce the number of at-grade crossings along the
existing rail corridor formerly owned by Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway. The track
corridor currently runs two to three freight trains a week to and from local businesses in the area.

Provide a detailed description of your proposed project and explain how its implementation will
eliminate or mitigate the hazard. If available, please attach any drawings or construction plans
for your proposed project (see section 1 if filing electronically):

Sound Transit will run Sounder commuter rail service between Tacoma and Lakewood operating
on the former Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway single mainline track. Sounder will
construct a South Tacoma Commuter Rail Station between South 56 Street and South 60™
Street grade crossings. The South 58™ Street grade crossing will be closed to build the 600-ft
station platform. This application is to request funding for the work needed to close South 58™
Street.

Sounder has completed the preliminary engineering and design required for the closure of the
South 58™ Street grade crossing. Sounder will construct the station platform on the west-side of
the railroad tracks. Closing the crossing is required to mitigate the possibility of passengers
crossing the mainline tracks. The closure would also eliminate the potential of vehicle-train and
pedestrian accidents. The closure would reduce the number of at-grade crossings along the
existing rail corridor.

The traffic and pedestrian activity that will be generated by the commuter rail station is not
expected to result in any adverse safety conditions. Essentially the proposed improvements
would likely improve safety conditions at the crossing and around the station.



3)

4)

5)

6)

Attached is a copy of the site drawing of the South Tacoma Station that illustrates the location of
the station platform along the South 58™ Street grade crossing.

Provide cost estimates, including those related to long-term maintenance:

Sound Transit anticipates the following cost estimates to close the crossing:

o $10,000 — Design

o $30,000 — Clear site, construct barriers, install signage and fencing
$40,000 — Approximate Total

Estimated timeline of project, if approved:

2004 - Begin Final Design

2005 — Close South 58™ Street grade crossing
2006 — Start station construction

2007 — Complete station construction

If known, provide a description of how the project’s success would be measured:

Sound Transit’s objective is to provide a safe and secure transportation system for its customers.
Sound Transit works closely with partnering agencies in identifying safety and security issues
including coordination with local police departments, Burlington Northern Santa Fe, and the
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA). Sound Transit also complies with all applicable railroad
laws and regulations, and ensures that our projects continue to provide reliable and safe
transportation services for the citizens of this region. The FRA will review and approve the
testing of the Tacoma-to-Lakewood rail corridor’s track and signals upgrade project after
construction is complete.

By eliminating the presence of this railroad crossing can be taken as an indicator of success.
The closure of the South 58" Street grade crossing would be one of the significant milestones on
the South Tacoma Station project schedule.

Additionally, Sound Transit has developed extensive customer service and community outreach
programs designed to inform and gather feedback from customers and the general public.
Implementing these programs gives Sound Transit the ability to monitor and measure the success
of our projects and services.

Other comments:

In 1996, voters in Central Puget Sound agreed to increase their taxes to pay for a transportation
system plan that would enable people to move easily from one end of the region to another. The
plan approved by voters is called Sound Move and it is the blueprint for Sound Transit's array of
services. Sound Transit is a regional public transit agency delivering a mix of light rail and
commuter rail, regional express bus routes and new transit facilities to the citizens of urban King,



Pierce and Snohomish counties. Sound Transit’s Sounder Commuter Rail provides a fast,
dependable and easy-to-use commuter option linking major destinations in the region. Sounder
provides two-way, rush-hour passenger train service using existing freight railroad tracks
between Everett and Tacoma. Sounder is now currently serving Tacoma, Puyallup, Sumner,
Auburn, Kent, Tukwila, Seattle, Edmonds and Everett. Future service is planned for Lakewood
and Mukilteo.

The Sounder Tacoma-to-Seattle Commuter Rail segment is a 40-mile long BNSF railroad
corridor and includes seven stations — King Street (Seattle), Tukwila, Kent, Auburm, Sumner,
Puyallup, and Tacoma Dome. Service operations began in September 2000 with four trains (two
each peak period) and served over 50,000 riders in 2001. In September 2002, service increased
from four to six trains daily. There are currently over 3,000 passengers each day that use this
service. Sound Transit also offers special event service to Sunday Mariners and Seahawks
games. This service is extremely popular with ridership at standing room only.

The Sounder Lakewood-to-Tacoma Commuter Rail segment will include a one-mile long new
rail segment connecting the Tacoma Rail line at Freighthouse Square with the BNSF Lakeview
branch line. This segment will also include nearly 7 miles of improvements to the BNSF
Lakeview branch to reach the South Tacoma and Lakewood Stations.

These track and signal improvements are required to operate the commuter rail service and will
provide the speed and reliability necessary to offer attractive passenger service and build
ridership in the corridor. These improvements will also improve the capacity, reliability and
dependability of commuter rail passenger service and freight train traffic.



South 58 Street Closure (Tacoma)

S— i Ly aATe T TR =
ORTE TIVA VL[ TORTE | TIVH | VROIVL £ B GOvL
- T g
23 358 15 oy
_18 B . wiw
| [ ] NOLIVEL 1S B .23 Y
R s | WS mm.
002 ‘I-rISO ...... ilu'...m 0002 OLVdYH 00by MW:W
— =4 [03dS08d [
- — S S 4 —tf
G 2 00¥9 & oves | 3 ooz ) 1S S.m.h_x_u17
i S3AV0 S| FUN 7
....... Iy d 2iST E)-p
__ R ] 218 ,ﬁ & INId
........ - e wmmi . m CL ._mm_z:—_ BRLATE - N m.n_m
Y033 S W | glw L | ”.Lllln\ D MT.HW, PTTER
B & = E AN o g |3
s —— L oy ) [~ [ a
=P E - o i = 8 - szT RS
W = IS 1 ) g
i | © © ] e foove | 5 -
18 ONHHY] o
0 ) I — TR
15 voge | SINEVR S «
= f— - - By B
A nnyg ol W oo 2 oov fupgy | ONOS I8 gz, | 3
_ _
....... w 5w | ] « VWOVL o oS m
- u:ws w%s NOLONTHSVN | fI @ N T W eI Ll&3
- == v| . i _ I _ 5 wmm\mmuT 18 toor LS~ ®
1. 58 A NOTSNT TR S0 N R 7 2
m GG S W m WW( hﬂ.m Szésm‘m
; TR g Y = ®7 15 15 v [
S [OOSR T |-/} W © “a : L
NOSTavi (I . B -
W__ 304fon ST S I
i ool <
r og, B TYLER 5500 L L El5 =k 1S v 4ITAL
5 WTIAL s 1l S S \ o Pl 2pem
- A - &l B U s & Tt RSN AN
a LT O L B WV NOSVd G
.......... v F T ST T
2 TWT_EE = I v MR - T et TN mw . R
m"“ m_ S 7 .w.h.mﬂ 1S L - 3043, m W\bm / )
& 4_ o Fili T T ok s
i voes -,u.!. 15 5| Mo 5 5 .,..\wvm 2
is % I I =17 1SR
N 75| | —] R 8 -:.ﬂ@ S~
s I UWVNION3] [oRRE © 2
o o & et
ol o AL e
Ly UYHIN0 oog f— o~y =
S T == E €l ] B e Pl -2 .
O = LA Y= 5 ! =
! 6 [ ! S s
g wv ).
_ EE x|, _mT =] LN -
< < . ....mm = wi 0 =
X s I = Hd w
. _ -8 = s ¥58
3 m,..;.b 2 m ] & w. 3
UG S o5 w E 3
D
J.lwmm:_._ﬂ.‘ t =
u_.ulrsﬂ&_hw?s e I BN T ©
. [Fe)
™ A

<
an\__208 /5

MAP

SEE




South 58" Street — 085393V

South Transit Commuter Rail
(former BNSF mainline track)




South 58" Street
Grade Crossing Closure

Walker & Associates
Aerial photo - 1998
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