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PREFILED TESTIMONY OF

PATRICK DEJONG


INTRODUCTION

1. Please state your name and business address.
Patrick DeJong.  820 West Blackburn Road, Mount Vernon, Washington
2. What is your occupation?
I am head administrator at Mount Vernon Christian School.
3.
What is the Mount Vernon Christian School?

The school is a private elementary school, middle school, and high school located at 820 West Blackburn Road, Mount Vernon, Washington 98273.  The school is located across Blackburn Road from the First Christian Reformed Church and has 
 students.
4. Who operates the Mount Vernon Christian School?
The Mount Vernon Christian School is a non-profit corporation operated by a Board of Directors who employ me a head administrator at the school.  My resume and job description are attached to this testimony.

5.
What are the land uses around the school property?

Residential use is predominant along the Britt Road and Wall Street on the west side of the school campus, Heather Village and the First Christian Reformed Church are north of Blackburn Road.  Mount Vernon School District No. 320 has a transportation facility on the east side of our campus.  The agricultural use and zoning start immediately south of the school property and extend west to the Skagit River levee.  Consequently, some agricultural traffic for tilling the soil, planting crops, harvesting crops and hauling supplies does travel on Blackburn Road.  If Hickox Road crossing is closed a substantially greater number of trips would be required down Blackburn Road to serve the agricultural properties.
6.
What are the adverse impacts on Mount Vernon Christian School if increasing numbers of heavy truck and agricultural equipment trips occur on the Blackburn Road?
The Board of Directors and I have discussed this issue and we foresee a negative impact on parents and students who drive to school.  Being able to safely enter and exit our campus at the start and end of each day and for special events at the school puts a stress on Blackburn Road as it is.  Our buses load students immediately off Blackburn Road.  The safety of bus traffic entering and exiting our campus for student drop off and pick up would be affected.  We have crosswalk for elementary students at the corner of Douglas and Blackburn Road.  We use the front of the First Christian Reformed Church and their parking facilities to accommodate the daily peaks of traffic associated with our school.

7.
Are there plans for revision of Blackburn Road?

Yes.  City of Mount Vernon plans to install a sidewalk inside the curb bounding the Blackburn Road as it is today.  This will provide for pedestrian use.  However, it will restrict the road width.  To the extent that heavy equipment, farm implements, other traffic will be diverted onto Blackburn Road, this narrower road will provide less safety for pedestrians and cars loading and unloading students and making turns to access the Mount Vernon Christian School. 

8.
Photographs showing the typical morning traffic at the Mount Vernon Christian School have been made available and are attached.   Can you confirm that that this is a fair and accurate representation of existing conditions?
Yes.  This shows some of the pedestrian and motor traffic for people coming in and out of Mount Vernon Christian School on Blackburn Road.

DECLARATION


I, PATRICK DEJONG, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing PREPARED TESTIMONY OF PATRICK DEJONG is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.


Dated this 
 day of November 2007.








PATRICK DEJONG

DATED this 

 day of November 2007.








JONES & SMITH


By: 


GARY T. JONES, WSBA #5217

Attorney for Intervenor Boon

DECLARATION OF SERVICE

Llewella Faye Davis states and declares as follows:

I am over the age of 18; and not a party to this action.  I am the assistant to Gary T. Jones of Jones & Smith whose address is PO Box 1245, Mount Vernon, Washington 98273.


I hereby declare that the original PREFILED TESTIMONY OF PATRICK DEJONG has been sent by U.S. mail to Carole J. Washburn at Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission, 1300 S. Evergreen Park Drive, S.W., PO Box 47250, Olympia, WA  98504-7250.  I also declare that true and complete copies have been sent via U.S. Mail to the following interested parties:
Stephen Fallquist
L. Scott Lockwood
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
Assistant Attorney General

Skagit County
1400 S. Evergreen Park Dr., S.W.
605 South 3rd Street
PO Box 40128

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Olympia, WA 98504

Tom Montgomery
Jonathan Thompson

Bradley Scarp
Assistant Attorney General

Montgomery, Scarp MacDougall, PLLC
1400 S. Evergreen Park Dr., S.W.

1218 Third Avenue, Suite 2700
PO Box 40128

Seattle, WA  98101
Olympia, WA  98504

Brian K. Snure
Kevin Rogerson, City Attorney
Snure Law Office
City of Mount Vernon
612 South 227th Street
PO Box 809
Des Moines, WA  98198
Mount Vernon, WA  98273

I declare under penalty under the law of the State of Washington that the foregoing is true and correct.


DATED this 
 day of November 2007 at Mount Vernon, Washington.




Llewella Faye Davis, Legal Assistant
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	Jones & Smith

Attorneys at Law

415 Pine Street

P.O. Box 1245

Mount Vernon, WA  98273

(360) 336-6608





