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INTRODUCTION

1. Please state your full name and address.
My name is L. Sloane Winkes and I live at 18431 Dike Road, Mount Vernon, Washington 98273.  My husband Ben M. Winkes, MD is also resident there with our son, Luke.
2. What is your occupation?
My husband and I are both physicians in the Skagit Valley.  Ben is a family physician employed by SeaMar Community Health Centers located on LaVenture Road near College Way, Mount Vernon, Washington.  I am a family physician with North Cascade Family Physicians located on East Section Street on the corner of Section and LaVenture, Mount Vernon, Washington.  We both have hospital privileges at Skagit Valley Hospital and both of us attend deliveries in addition to caring for hospitalized children.
3.
Have you previously commented on the proposal by the Department of Transportation to close the Hickox Road railroad grade crossing?

Yes.  We wrote to Carole J. Washburn, Executive Secretary of the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission on May 28, 2007.  I am attaching a copy of that letter to this prefiled testimony.  
4. Have you familiarized yourself with the impact of the proposal to close the grade crossing as it relates to your particular need to get to the hospital for emergency medical responses?
Yes.  Both my husband and I occasionally need to respond to the hospital urgently.  The alternate routes for us to get to Skagit Valley Hospital using West Stackpole Road and Conway Frontage Road or the Britt Slough and Blackburn route add five minutes to our driving time to the hospital.  These roads have more congestion and more potential traffic delays.  Each of these routes requires crossing the railroad tracks, with the attendant delays associated with the train traffic.  So, we are essentially being shifted from a grade crossing at Hickox Road to a grade crossing where there is equivalent delay of our travel time.  In addition the West Stackpole crossing is a stop sign at cross buck grade crossing with less safety for someone in a hurry who may misjudge the train coming or going on the mainline track.
5.
Why is it so important that five minutes not be added to your travel time to the hospital?
We both care for women in labor and critically ill patients.  The deliveries in particular are fraught with uncertainty as to timing.  We have both experienced deliveries in which five minutes would have had an impact on the care of the patient.  We have been living at our current address since September 2004 and plan to be here for the long term.  Closing the Hickox Road crossing would make our home a less convenient place to carry on our occupations.

6.
What alternatives can you foresee to meet the requirements of the railroad and still facilitate your trips to the hospital on an emergency basis?
If the track siding extension were relocated further south that would have the least impact on our use of the Hickox Road grade crossing.  However, even if the two track extension south crosses the Hickox Road I believe the needs of the community would be better served by continuing to maintain the crossing gate at Hickox Road.  Most times the gate would be open and we could make the speediest possible access to the hospital or clinic.  When it is closed, even if the closure is more frequent and longer it would be possible to adjust and travel along an alternate route.  If the Hickox Road is blocked completely we are losing the ability to gauge where the train is coming from and how to best get to our objective, in addition to being blocked 50 times a year from making what is the quickest and safest trip to Skagit Valley Hospital.
DECLARATION


I, L. SLOANE WINKES, MD, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing PREPARED TESTIMONY OF L. SLOANE WINKES, MD is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.


Dated this 
 day of November 2007.








L. SLOANE WINKES, MD

DATED this 

 day of November 2007.








JONES & SMITH


By: 


GARY T. JONES, WSBA #5217

Attorney for Intervenor Boon

DECLARATION OF SERVICE

Llewella Faye Davis states and declares as follows:

I am over the age of 18; and not a party to this action.  I am the assistant to Gary T. Jones of Jones & Smith whose address is PO Box 1245, Mount Vernon, Washington 98273.


I hereby declare that the original PREFILED TESTIMONY OF L. SLOANE WINKES, MD has been sent by U.S. mail to Carole J. Washburn at Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission, 1300 S. Evergreen Park Drive, S.W., PO Box 47250, Olympia, WA  98504-7250.  I also declare that true and complete copies have been sent via U.S. Mail to the following interested parties:
Stephen Fallquist
L. Scott Lockwood
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
Assistant Attorney General

Skagit County
1400 S. Evergreen Park Dr., S.W.
605 South 3rd Street
PO Box 40128

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Olympia, WA 98504

Tom Montgomery
Jonathan Thompson

Bradley Scarp
Assistant Attorney General

Montgomery, Scarp MacDougall, PLLC
1400 S. Evergreen Park Dr., S.W.

1218 Third Avenue, Suite 2700
PO Box 40128

Seattle, WA  98101
Olympia, WA  98504

Brian K. Snure
Kevin Rogerson, City Attorney
Snure Law Office
City of Mount Vernon
612 South 227th Street
PO Box 809
Des Moines, WA  98198
Mount Vernon, WA  98273

I declare under penalty under the law of the State of Washington that the foregoing is true and correct.


DATED this 
 day of November 2007 at Mount Vernon, Washington.




Llewella Faye Davis, Legal Assistant
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	Jones & Smith

Attorneys at Law

415 Pine Street

P.O. Box 1245

Mount Vernon, WA  98273

(360) 336-6608





