BEFORE THE WASHINGTON STATE

UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
	BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY,




Petitioner,


v.

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON,




Respondent.
	)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
	DOCKET NO. TR-070696

PREFILED TESTIMONY OF

JOHN DEVLIEGER


INTRODUCTION

1. Please state your full name and address.
My name is John DeVlieger and I reside at 16965 Britt Road, Mount Vernon, Washington.
2. What is your occupation?
I farm land on the Britt Road and I operate an agricultural hauling business which serves the Mount Vernon area.  We have three trucks that are hauling products such as potatoes, fertilizer, grain and other farm products.  I am also a former dike commissioner for Skagit County Diking District No. 3 and a fire district volunteer for Skagit County Fire District No. 3.
3.
Are you familiar with the Hickox Road grade crossing of Burlington Northern Santa Fe mainline?

Yes.  The Hickox Road crossing is the most frequent point of access to Interstate 5 and the Frontage Roads which are the roads most frequently traveled by my trucks.  During potato harvest each truck could cross the railroad tracks twelve times a day.  

As a dike commissioner, Hickox Road was used as source of material and volunteers reaching the levees along the left bank of the Skagit River during flood emergencies.  I am aware of the use of the Hickox Road crossing as an evacuation route for residents, farm equipment and animals.

The fire station for Fire District No. 3 is on East Hickox Road and the ability to travel west to serve people in my neighborhood is important.  My own ability to respond to fire calls would be significantly slowed if I could not travel Hickox Road to the fire station.

4. Have you followed the Department of Transportation’s planning for the Interstate 5 corridor?
As a hauling business operator, Interstate 5 and the exits and entries to the freeway are a significant concern.  I have been supportive of the Department of Transportation plan to extend Anderson Road, including a bridge over the Skagit River to reach the Calhoun Road and LaConner.  I understand that this project has been given a low priority by the State Department of Transportation.  However, I am also aware that the City of Mount Vernon has devoted several grant applications and substantial engineering time to developing a connection to the Anderson Road interchange for traffic coming from LaVenture Road and Blackburn Road on the east side of Interstate 5.  The traffic study for the Rail project did not consider seasonal variations in the transportation system.  Emergency flood induced changes and agricultural needs are not obvious but they are key to public safety in the area around the Hickox Road grade crossing.
5.
Are there other impacts on your business which would occur if the Hickox Road were closed at the Burlington Northern Santa Fe mainline track?

My trucks are close to Blackburn Road.  It would be easy to use Blackburn Road as an alternate to Hickox Road.  However, I usually avoid that route because it takes me past the Mount Vernon Christian School where there is substantial amount of auto and truck traffic to say nothing of the pedestrians and children at play.  It is dangerous and slow for me to use Britt Road and then the Dike Road to go all the way to Stackpole Road as alternate to Hickox Road.  I foresee closure of Hickox Road generating alternate trips to Blackburn Road and to more dangerous railroad crossing sites.  It would certainly be that way for my business and for my neighbors.
DECLARATION


I, JOHN DEVLIEGER, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing PREPARED TESTIMONY OF JOHN DEVLIEGER is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.


Dated this 
 day of November 2007.








JOHN DEVLIEGER

DATED this 

 day of November 2007.








JONES & SMITH


By: 


GARY T. JONES, WSBA #5217

Attorney for Intervenor Boon

DECLARATION OF SERVICE

Llewella Faye Davis states and declares as follows:

I am over the age of 18; and not a party to this action.  I am the assistant to Gary T. Jones of Jones & Smith whose address is PO Box 1245, Mount Vernon, Washington 98273.


I hereby declare that the original PREFILED TESTIMONY OF JOHN DEVLIEGER has been sent by U.S. mail to Carole J. Washburn at Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission, 1300 S. Evergreen Park Drive, S.W., PO Box 47250, Olympia, WA  98504-7250.  I also declare that true and complete copies have been sent via U.S. Mail to the following interested parties:
Stephen Fallquist
L. Scott Lockwood
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
Assistant Attorney General

Skagit County
1400 S. Evergreen Park Dr., S.W.
605 South 3rd Street
PO Box 40128

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Olympia, WA 98504

Tom Montgomery
Jonathan Thompson

Bradley Scarp
Assistant Attorney General

Montgomery, Scarp MacDougall, PLLC
1400 S. Evergreen Park Dr., S.W.

1218 Third Avenue, Suite 2700
PO Box 40128

Seattle, WA  98101
Olympia, WA  98504

Brian K. Snure
Kevin Rogerson, City Attorney
Snure Law Office
City of Mount Vernon
612 South 227th Street
PO Box 809
Des Moines, WA  98198
Mount Vernon, WA  98273

I declare under penalty under the law of the State of Washington that the foregoing is true and correct.


DATED this 
 day of November 2007 at Mount Vernon, Washington.




Llewella Faye Davis, Legal Assistant
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	Jones & Smith

Attorneys at Law

415 Pine Street

P.O. Box 1245

Mount Vernon, WA  98273

(360) 336-6608





