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INTRODUCTION

1. Please state your full name and address.
Jeffrey Boon, 18510 Hickox Road, Mount Vernon, Washington 98273.

2. What is your occupation?
I am a farmer and member of Western Valley Farms, LLC with my father and mother, David and Yvonne Boon and my brother, Steve Boon.  The company operates two dairies in Skagit County.  The home place is on Bulson Road off SR 534 in southern Skagit County and the farm where I live is on the Hickox Road very close to the railroad crossing of Burlington Northern Santa Fe mainline.
3.
How many cows are you milking at the Hickox Road farm?

We are milking 700 cows.  There are animals coming and going from the farm on a weekly basis.  Because the cows on the farm are being actively milked it is necessary to bring in fresh heifers or to remove cows that are not producing.  The dry cows are shipped to Fir Island when they are not being milked.

4. How much milk do you produce at the Hickox Road farm on a daily basis?

We produce approximately 30,000 pounds of milk per day.  We have three employees and have people present at work 24 hours a day.  

5.
Where is the land you farm located?
We have a site for the barns and surrounding land which is planted to forage crops amounting to approximately 60 acres plus rented land along the west side of the railroad tracks.  We farm an additional 500 acres for forage, this 2007 crop year we harvested 300 acres of corn for silage from land east of Interstate 5.  During a period of a few weeks in September we harvested approximately 6000 tons of corn and put the silage in bunkers at the Hickox Road farm.  We also haul grass chopped for silage from the east side of the freeway to the Hickox Road farm at the rate of about 1,000 tons per year.  More forage crops are harvested and stored at the farm from land on the west side of Interstate 5.  

6.
Can you describe how your farm uses the Hickox Road grade crossing?

On a daily basis we are hauling four – nine ton loads of mixed feed from the Bulson Road farm to the Hickox Road farm.  We have a feed mill with equipment and feed stocks at Bulson Road.  The trucks travel down SR 534 to the Cedardale Road, take the Cedardale Road to the Hickox Road interchange to cross the freeway and then cross the railroad tracks to the farm to deliver and return.  We also ship milk daily and Milky Way trucks from LTI (Lynden Transport Inc.) pick up our milk by leaving Interstate 5 coming over the railroad tracks, loading at the farm and then returning to Interstate 5 or the Frontage Road.
7.
What equipment do you use at the farm?

We have a harvester for cutting corn with a loader trailer, four trucks and a CLAUS chopper for grass.  As part of the year long process of preparing fields for grass and corn we use a 16 foot disc ripper, a mulcher, and a corn planter.  The corn planter is 16 feet wide.  Traveling on the public roads with this equipment is slow and could be dangerous to people whose progress is blocked or slowed by the equipment.  We are concerned that making longer trips on narrow county roads necessitated by not being able to cross the Hickox Road railroad grade and the freeway will create an increased hazard to the public.  We also have tractors and a 40 cow trailer for transporting cows.
8.
What routes do you prefer to use for moving equipment?
We use Frontage Road / Cedardale and Old Highway 99 as much as possible.  The Dike Road is a significant restriction and to be avoided.  If traffic is routed away from the Hickox Road / Interstate 5 interchange and the Hickox Road railroad crossing much greater difficultly avoiding farm equipment meeting on the narrow and winding Dike Road will result.  See attached map showing both roads.
9.
What was the maximum daily traffic during harvest over the Hickox Road crossing in 2007?
We used as many as five trucks, 12 hours per day and the chopper can fill a truck in four minutes.  We have provided digital pictures of the chopper and harvest equipment.  On the near fields we can do 15 round trips per hour or 30 crossings.  So the upper limit is about 300 trips per day.  This year we harvested 300 acres of corn east of Interstate 5 and averaged 20 tons per acre.  Because of weather conditions and other factors we did the work over 2 weeks.  It would cost Western Valley Farms LLC nearly twice as much to transport the harvested corn east of Interstate 5 to the farm on Hickox Road if we did not have the Hickox Road crossing.  It would have taken four additional miles for each load to and from the field.  The truck with a driver costs $75.00-$80.00 per hour if you buy the service.
10.
Have you been involved in moving cattle during flood emergency?
In 1990 and in 2003, I was involved in loading and shipping cattle from Fir Island and am aware of the difficulties associated with loading and shipping cattle in a flood emergency.  If we were not able to load and ship cows from the Hickox Road farm over the railroad crossing, it would probably not be possible to remove the cows within a twelve hour period using our stock trailer equipment and capacity for shipping them.
11.
What are the risks associated with transporting animals in flood or high water situation?

The soils in the area around the farm become soft when the water table rises.  Even if there were not standing water through which we had to drive, the roads are less firm and less able to support the heavy loads of trucks carrying animals.  We would be severely handicapped in our ability to remove cattle from the danger posed by flooding even if we had warning.  Driving the cows toward the river and then coming around to an alternate crossing point would be dangerous in itself.  If the other people evacuating and the flood fight were happening all at once, it would be chaotic.
12.
What are the hazards to cattle from being moved when milking is disrupted?

Some of our cows are being milked three times per day.  It would be very difficult to move the cattle without disrupting the milking process.  The danger to the health of the animals and their productivity would be substantial.  We also have breeding bulls with the herd.  These bulls would be hard to handle and dangerous for the staff as well as the public if the breeding bulls were not properly confined because of the flood emergency.

13.
Do you have other concerns about the flood risk at your farm?

It would be difficult for people to come and help us if there were no access over the Hickox Road railroad crossing.  The depth of water between the river and the farm could be too much for vehicles and completely block our ability to evacuate or to help other people evacuate from Britt Road and Dike Road homes.  
The alternative ways out of the farm property involve going into Mount Vernon where the flood risk is high or going south to Conway.  The Dike Road along the way to Conway is vulnerable to flooding at several points.  Even if traffic could reach Conway, there are also important flood fighting efforts that are made by Diking District No. 3 at the South Fork Bridge and at the Fir Island Flood Fight Headquarters in the Conway Fire Hall.  The intersection through which traffic would be routed could have substantial obstructions because of the flood fighting effort that is made by Diking District No. 3 and Diking District No. 22.

14.
What is the additional mileage required for truck travel to deliver grain, chopped corn or grass to your farm if the Hickox Road rail crossing is not open

The most likely alternate route would divert traffic from the Hickox Road freeway crossing along the Frontage Road to Stackpole Road one mile south and then one mile west along the West Stackpole Road, north along the Dike Road and then east on Hickox Road to reach the farm.  The distance would be approximately four miles in addition to the mileage necessary to reach the farm if the Hickox Road crossing is used.  These roads are definitely narrower county roads less safe for travel with heavy equipment than the direct route over the Hickox Road to the farm.
15.
Are there other types of inconvenience which you can foresee if the Hickox Road crossing is closed?

We maintain a shop for our farm equipment at the Hickox Road farm.  The difficulty of moving equipment for repairs to and from the farm would be comprised by the crossing closure.  We also get many of our parts and supplies from Barnett Implement which is immediately across the railroad crossing from the farm.  What is now a quarter mile trip would become a four to five mile trip each time we need access to the Barnett Implement and other Mount Vernon businesses.  The point of these comments is that the convenience factor for maintaining the dairy would be heavily impacted by this change and the alternatives all take a significantly longer amount of time and are far less convenient than the crossing of the Hickox Road over the railroad tracks.  I do not see any route which reduces the number of vehicle at grade crossings.  The proposal moves the site, it does not change the number of hazardous crossings or make them safe.
16.
What are the dangers of shifting traffic to the Stackpole Road crossing as compared to the Hickox Road crossing?
I would be concerned about our equipment and employees crossing at Stackpole where there is no warning signal for the train coming or going.  The Hickox Road crossing at least does have safety arms and signals to warn of trains coming and going.  This is a considerable measure of safety which prevents accidents, lowers the hazard of crossing at that intersection compared to the other unregulated crossings.  A significant part of the harvest effort is made at night and the hazard for unregulated crossing increases under those circumstances.  The safety measures in place at Hickox Road again help avoid train, car and equipment collisions.

The Dike Road is a winding road.  There are trees and buildings at some points along the way.  The comparison of safety between the use of the Frontage Road and Hickox Road crossing as compared to the use of the Dike Road is substantial loss of safety.  The danger would be collision by meeting a large truck or farm equipment on a narrow road because of greater use of Dike Road as compared to more direct access to the farm and avoidance of the Dike Road.
DECLARATION


I, JEFFREY BOON, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing PREPARED TESTIMONY OF JEFFREY BOON is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.


Dated this 
 day of November 2007.








JEFFREY BOON

DATED this 

 day of November 2007.








JONES & SMITH


By: 


GARY T. JONES, WSBA #5217

Attorney for Intervenor Boon

DECLARATION OF SERVICE

Llewella Faye Davis states and declares as follows:

I am over the age of 18; and not a party to this action.  I am the assistant to Gary T. Jones of Jones & Smith whose address is PO Box 1245, Mount Vernon, Washington 98273.


I hereby declare that the original PREFILED TESTIMONY OF JEFFREY BOON has been sent by U.S. mail to Carole J. Washburn at Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission, 1300 S. Evergreen Park Drive, S.W., PO Box 47250, Olympia, WA  98504-7250.  I also declare that true and complete copies have been sent via U.S. Mail to the following interested parties:
Stephen Fallquist
L. Scott Lockwood
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
Assistant Attorney General

Skagit County
1400 S. Evergreen Park Dr., S.W.
605 South 3rd Street
PO Box 40128

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Olympia, WA 98504

Tom Montgomery
Jonathan Thompson

Bradley Scarp
Assistant Attorney General

Montgomery, Scarp MacDougall, PLLC
1400 S. Evergreen Park Dr., S.W.

1218 Third Avenue, Suite 2700
PO Box 40128

Seattle, WA  98101
Olympia, WA  98504

Brian K. Snure
Kevin Rogerson, City Attorney
Snure Law Office
City of Mount Vernon
612 South 227th Street
PO Box 809
Des Moines, WA  98198
Mount Vernon, WA  98273

I declare under penalty under the law of the State of Washington that the foregoing is true and correct.


DATED this 
 day of November 2007 at Mount Vernon, Washington.




Llewella Faye Davis, Legal Assistant
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	Jones & Smith

Attorneys at Law

415 Pine Street

P.O. Box 1245

Mount Vernon, WA  98273

(360) 336-6608





