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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

Mark Wash, Vice President and General Manager of Consolidated Disposal Services, Inc., will testify that Consolidated holds Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission  Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity G-190 which provides for solid waste collection service in portions of Grant and Adams Counties.  Consolidated provides full services within its territory if the need arises.  This is essentially a rural area, and the addition of a third medical waste service provider would dilute the customer base for this service and threaten Consolidated’s ability to serve its customers at the current tariff rate.
TESTIMONY (WITNESS MARK WASH)
Q.
State your name and your employment.
A.
Mark Wash, Vice President and General Manager, Consolidated Disposal Services, Inc.
Q.
Where is Consolidated located?

A.
Ephrata, Washington, in Grant County.

Q.
Are you authorized to testify on behalf of Consolidated?

A.
Yes.

Q.
What is the business of Consolidated?

A.
We are a certificated solid waste collection company; we hold WUTC Certificate No. G-190, which covers portions of Grant and Adams Counties.

Q.
Is Exhibit MW-2 a true copy of that Certificate?

A.
Yes.

Q.
Does Consolidated provide solid waste collection services throughout this territory?

A.
Yes.

Q.
Does that include collection and transportation of medical waste?

A.
Yes, primarily in Grant County.

Q.
Do you have equipment dedicated to medical waste?

A.
Yes.  A 2009 Chevrolet truck.

Q.
Is Exhibit MW-3 the depreciation schedule for that vehicle?

A.
Yes.

Q.
Does that vehicle comply with all the safety and other rules and regulations of the WUTC and any other regulatory body?

A.
Yes.

Q.
Do you have an employee or employees assigned to medical waste collection?

A.
Yes, one driver on a part-time basis.

Q.
Is that person trained in medical waste safety procedures?
A.
Yes.

Q.
How many medical waste customers do you presently serve?

A.
Approximately 69.

Q.
Does Consolidated have the ability to serve more medical waste customers, including the purchase of new equipment and/or adding personnel?

A.
Yes.

Q.
Is Exhibit MW-4 a summary of your medical waste business?

A.
Yes.

Q.
By whom was it prepared?

A.
Our CPA, Robert Cole, who does our regulatory accounting and rate filings.

Q.
Did he use information supplied by you or your staff?

A.
Yes.

Q.
Was it prepared under your direction?

A.
Yes.

Q.
Is the information on the exhibit accurate?

A.
Yes.

Q.
What is your disposal method?

A.
We use Stericycle.  The waste is brought to our facility and stored in a locked, secure area.  Stericycle picks it up from our facility and, I believe, transports it for disposal at its facility in Morton, Washington.

Q.
Is this a satisfactory arrangement?

A.
Yes.  It works well for us as it eliminates the need for our employee to make a “long haul,” and we are assured that the waste is being properly handled and disposed of.

Q.
Has Consolidated received any citations from the WUTC or other agency related to medical waste in the past five years?

A.
No.

Q.
Would the granting of this application potentially have an adverse effect on your ability to serve medical waste generators?

A.
Yes.  Medical waste obviously is a relatively small part of our overall business.  However, we believe we have the obligation pursuant to our permit authority to provide the service at tariff rates.  There is a limited number of generators in this area which, other than Ephrata and Moses Lake, is largely rural.  There is already a second medical waste service provider in the area (Stericycle), and the addition of a third competitor could, and probably would, diminish our customer count to the point we would have to seek to raise rates or even withdraw from providing the service.  We do not want to do either as neither would be in the best interests of our customers.

Q.
Does this conclude your testimony?

A.
Yes.
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