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INTRODUCTION

1. Please state your full name and address.
David Boon, 20616 Bulson Road, Mount Vernon, Washington 98274.  Recently I have been spending more time at George, Washington where Western Valley Farms, LLC maintains a farm for rearing young dairy stock to support our farms in Skagit County.
2.
What is your occupation?
I am a dairy farmer and operate a limited liability company, Western Valley Farm, LLC.  We have three primary farm sites.  The home place is on Bulson Road south of Mount Vernon off SR 534.  My son Steve lives there.  On Hickox Road we have 700 milk cows, a machine shop and equipment storage west of BNSF mainline track on the south boundary of the City of Mount Vernon.  We also have a Grant County farm where replacement heifers are grown near George, Washington.
3.
What are your primary concerns about the petition to close the BNSF Railroad Grade Crossing at Hickox Road, Mount Vernon?
My primary concerns are of two kinds.  First, there is a potential for devastating losses due to flooding.  Second, day to day operations of the farm would be compromised. If the crossing is closed flooding would prevent evacuation of animals from the farm, deliveries of feed supply to the stock, and  shipment of the milk.  Daily effects would be reduced safety of the people who work at the farm, more miles on roads with equipment, alternate grade crossings not as well equipped as the Hickox Road grade crossing, delayed emergency response to medical or fire emergency and generally greater costs due to the diminished access to the farm and longer, slower routes to carry on daily operations.  I believe that there would be a serious detriment to the safety of the public and the economic viability the farm as it is managed now if the Hickox Road grade crossing were closed.  
4.
What is your experience concerning the quality of the roads which serve your farm at Hickox Road?
I will refer to a map attached as Exhibit “A” which shows the Hickox Road farm.  The roads leading to the farm which are west of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad tracks are maintained by the county and have the chip-seal surfacing which is periodically applied to the ballast used to build these roads.  The Hickox Road, the Stackpole Road and the Dike Road are, low enough at certain points to get soft when the water table rises.  Flooding would cover the roads very quickly.  But even a freshet in the spring and certainly any winter flooding in the Skagit Basin can cause a softening of the roads so that transporting heavy loads can cause damage to the roads.
5.
What connections are maintained between your farm on Bulson Road and the Hickox Road farm?
As part of our feeding program for the dairy cattle we milk, a primary feed mixing facility is maintained at the Bulson Road farm.  Four truck loads of feed are brought to the Hickox Road site each day from Bulson Road.  Our usual route is down SR 534 to Cedardale Road and along the Cedardale Road to the Hickox Road interchange, over the I-5 interchange and then a right turn followed by a left turn on to the Hickox Road and then to the farm.  This route is retraced by the trucks returning.  Some feed stocks are transported from the Hickox Road farm to the Bulson Road site on the return trip.  We also bring equipment for maintenance to the Hickox Road farm machine shop.  Generally there are many exchanges of equipment and truck traffic between the two farms which would be more difficult if the alternate routes were required by closure of the Hickox Road grade crossing.  One of my concerns about the changing of the transportation route is the sharp curve which would be required for heavy equipment and trucks turning off the Hickox Road freeway crossing to enter the Frontage Road west of the Interstate 5.  By going to Hickox Road the turns which are required are each approximately a 90° turns.  The turn to the left and south on the Frontage Road is approximately 130°.  The highway contour and turning radius can tip the load or equipment dangerously because of the sharp turn.  This also exposes oncoming traffic to potential collision with trucks and equipment turning wide to make the sharp angle and entering oncoming lanes.  
6.
What are other foreseeable consequences of closing the Hickox Road crossing from the standpoint of traffic displacement for the vehicles and equipment you operate as Western Valley Farms, LLC?
There will be some traffic which diverts to Blackburn Road.  I am concerned about that road in particular because of the Christian School location.  I have grandchildren that attend that school and am aware of the activity there.  It would be unwise in my opinion to route agricultural traffic through the City of Mount Vernon and in particular through the Blackburn Road corridor because of the school buses operated by the Mount Vernon School District and the Mount Vernon Christian School traffic which includes schoolchildren, pedestrians as well as cars and buses delivering and picking up children.
7.
Why is Stackpole Road not a reasonable alternative to the Hickox Road?
For the trips we make to operate the farm the change of route would be approximately four miles.  The alternative is to go through Conway and down the Dike Road.  That road is winding and narrow.  It already has a certain amount of agricultural traffic.  Adding our daily volume to that road would not be safe.  If we turn at the Frontage Road on the west side of Interstate 5 and go north to Mount Vernon to Stackpole Road the additional travel required is at least three miles for every trip.  Thousands of times each year this additional travel time and inconvenience would be added to our costs of operation.  In addition to the forage and feeding work the land preparation and harvest, we are routinely making trips with loads of cattle, Milky Way milk pick up and otherwise making use of the Interstate 5 corridor.  Not having any direct access to the Interstate is detrimental to our farm site on Hickox Road.
8.
Can you give a more us more specific facts about the farm use of Hickox Road?
The corn chopper has the capacity to fill a ten ton truck in four minutes so the limiting factor on the number of truck trips that can be made is not the corn chopper but the ability to drive the filled truck to and from the dumping site on the farm.  If the yield is 20 tons per acre which is typical and 300 acres of corn is farmed on the east side of the freeway then 6,000 tons or 600 truckloads of chopped corn must be transported by the most direct route over the Hickox Road freeway interchange and the grade crossing is the most direct route.  Those 600 trucks would be making the trips during twelve hour days with often four or five trucks used so that a continuous chopping and hauling process is maintained.  Weather can prevent corn harvest or dictate the time when the harvest must occur.  The chopper has an attachment for catching the chopped corn and loading it into the trucks which allows further flexibility.  However, this equipment is heavy and requires a certain soil stability in order to be practical for use.  The maximum number of truck trips in one day over the Hickox Road crossing would be 150 loads.  Each load involves two trips over the railroad grade crossing so the farm would be making use of the railroad crossing 300 times in a day during the peak of the corn harvest.  This is an interesting number partly because the Department of Transportation Study showed that the average week day daily traffic on Hickox Road is 340 vehicles split evenly 50/50 between the east bound and the west bound direction.  In addition to corn harvest a significant part of the forage feed to the milk cows is grass.  The grass is also time and weather sensitive.

9.
Why is the capacity to make quick trips important to the farm?
The ability to quickly harvest and transport the grass to a silage bunker is important to the quality of the forage and the capability of the harvest equipment.  It would take twice as many trucks to accomplish the same task in the same time period, if the route necessitated by using alternatives to the Hickox Road grade crossing were imposed by closing of that crossing.  The going rate for a truck with driver is $75.00 to $80.00 per hour.  At that price fuel is included, but the availability of trucks and drivers can be squeezed by conditions.  When trucks and drivers are needed more than one operator may be competing for the same equipment and personnel.

If our daily trips to and from the home farm on Bulson Road by Cedardale Road were blocked at Hickox Road crossing, one alternative crossing for the railroad tracks would be at West Stackpole, a crossing with no controls except a stop sign and crossbuck.  If we had to use that route as our evacuation route in a flood  emergency I expect a catastrophe.

The same conditions which would cause an evacuation of our dairy would be forcing hundreds of others from their homes and businesses.  Blackburn Road would be overrun by Mount Vernon’s low elevation residents moving to higher ground  east on Blackburn. 
Reaching the west end of Stackpole Road would probably be impossible for the time required to move our livestock because of the failure of the dike along the Skagit river parallel to Dike Road..  This nearly happened in 1990 as reported by Richard Smith, then Dike District No. 3  commissioner.  Western Valley Farms  would be stuck, unable to deliver feed to  cows or ship milk, and unable to evacuate.   We need to be sure that there
are safer alternatives after BNSF and WSDOT are done with their plans to improve rail transport.  The Petition and the plans do not respond to our safety needs and shift traffic to less safe crossing points where the hazards will be greater than they are now.

DECLARATION


I, DAVID BOON, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing PREPARED TESTIMONY OF DAVID BOON is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.


Dated this 
 day of November 2007.








DAVID BOON

DATED this 

 day of November 2007.








JONES & SMITH


By: 


GARY T. JONES, WSBA #5217

Attorney for Intervenor Boon

DECLARATION OF SERVICE

Llewella Faye Davis states and declares as follows:

I am over the age of 18; and not a party to this action.  I am the assistant to Gary T. Jones of Jones & Smith whose address is PO Box 1245, Mount Vernon, Washington 98273.


I hereby declare that the original PREFILED TESTIMONY OF DAVID BOON has been sent by U.S. mail to Carole J. Washburn at Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission, 1300 S. Evergreen Park Drive, S.W., PO Box 47250, Olympia, WA  98504-7250.  I also declare that true and complete copies have been sent via U.S. Mail to the following interested parties:
Stephen Fallquist
L. Scott Lockwood
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
Assistant Attorney General

Skagit County
1400 S. Evergreen Park Dr., S.W.
605 South 3rd Street
PO Box 40128

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Olympia, WA 98504

Tom Montgomery
Jonathan Thompson

Bradley Scarp
Assistant Attorney General

Montgomery, Scarp MacDougall, PLLC
1400 S. Evergreen Park Dr., S.W.

1218 Third Avenue, Suite 2700
PO Box 40128

Seattle, WA  98101
Olympia, WA  98504

Brian K. Snure
Kevin Rogerson, City Attorney
Snure Law Office
City of Mount Vernon
612 South 227th Street
PO Box 809
Des Moines, WA  98198
Mount Vernon, WA  98273

I declare under penalty under the law of the State of Washington that the foregoing is true and correct.


DATED this 
 day of November 2007 at Mount Vernon, Washington.




Llewella Faye Davis, Legal Assistant
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	Jones & Smith

Attorneys at Law

415 Pine Street

P.O. Box 1245

Mount Vernon, WA  98273

(360) 336-6608





