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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

Ed Rubatino, President of Rubatino Refuse Removal, Inc., will testify that Rubatino holds Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission  Certificate G-58, and provides full solid waste service within the boundaries of that Certificate, including medical waste.  Rubatino presently competes with Stericycle for medical waste customers within its certificated area, and has lost customers to Stericycle.  He will testify that a third competitor within this market will result in a further diminution of the shipper base which will be harmful to Rubatino’s ability to provide medical waste service to its customers.
TESTIMONY (WITNESS ED RUBATINO)
Q.
State your name and your employment.
A.
Ed Rubatino, President of Rubatino Refuse Removal, Inc.
Q.
Are you authorized to testify on behalf of Rubatino?

A.
Yes.


Q.
What is the business of Rubatino Refuse Removal, Inc.?

A.
We are a solid waste collection company.


Q.
How long has Rubatino been in business?

A.
Approximately 100 years.


Q.
Does Rubatino hold a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity issued by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission?

A.
Yes.  No. G-58.

Q.
Is Exhibit ER-2 a true copy of that Certificate?

A.
Yes.


Q.
Does Rubatino provide service within the entire territory covered by Certificate G-58?

A.
Yes.


Q.
Are you and your employees familiar with the rules and regulations of the State of Washington which regulate solid waste collection companies?

A.
Yes.


Q.
Has Rubatino received any citations or any other notice of regulatory misconduct from any state or local agency in the past five years?


A.
No.


Q.
Does your service include collection of medical waste?


A.
Yes.

Q.
What equipment and personnel is assigned to medical waste collection?


A.
One vehicle, a 2004 Peterbuilt, VIN #2NPNHD6X74M8311846.  One employee, approximately two days per week.


Q.
Does the vehicle comply with WUTC regulations regarding medical waste collection and transportation?


A.
Yes.


Q.
Has the driver received special training in the collection and transportation of medical waste?

A.
Yes.


Q.
If the vehicle is replaced or additional vehicles put into medical waste service, would they also comply with applicable rules and regulations?


A.
Yes.


Q.
If the driver is replaced or additional drivers are put into medical waste related positions, would they also receive the appropriate training?


A.
Yes.


Q.
What facility do you use for disposal?


A.
We transport medical waste to the Covanta facility in Salem, Oregon.  Generally there is one trip per week.  Our driver makes the round trip once a week.  If more trips were to be required, arrangements could, and would, be made.


Q.
How do you make medical waste generators aware of your service?


A.
We use our tariff as a sales tool and advise customers that the service is available.


Q.
Is Exhibit ER-3 a true copy of that tariff page, on company letterhead?


A.
Yes.


Q.
Does Rubatino have the ability to obtain additional equipment and personnel for its medical waste service if the need arises?


A.
Yes.


Q.
Has competition from Stericycle affected your medical waste business?


A.
Yes.  We formerly served Providence Hospital in Everett, which switched to Stericycle, and this had a considerable financial impact on us.


Q.
How many medical waste generators do you presently serve?


A.
Approximately 186.


Q.
Are these generally smaller generators as opposed to, for example, large hospitals?


A.
Yes.


Q.
Does Rubatino have the financial and logistical ability to provide medical waste service to any or all generators within its area?


A.
Yes.  We understand our responsibility under our Certificate to require that we provide service at our tariff rate to anyone within the territory who asks for service.  That includes medical waste.


Q.
Why is Rubatino protesting this application?


A.
We believe that should a third provider have authority within our certificated area, the market would become further diluted and a “three-way” competition would eventually lead to higher rates for the generator and have an adverse effect upon our ability to continue to provide the service at what we believe are fair and compensable rates.  We believe that the WUTC regulatory structure provides the best service at a reasonable and affordable cost for the consumer.  We acknowledge that medical waste may be different, but it would seem that two providers within a geographical area is sufficient to provide the competition the WUTC has indicated it wants in medical waste collection and transportation.  The addition of a third presence in the market would seem to go against the basic premise of a regulated solid waste collection system. 
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