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PREFILED TESTIMONY OF

DARRIN MORRISON


INTRODUCTION

1. Please state your full name and address.
Darrin Morrison, 19212 Morrison Road, Mount Vernon, Washington 98274.

2. What is your occupation?
I am a fourth generation farmer and principal of Morrison Land Company.  My brother Keith and I farm land we own and rent in the area south of Mount Vernon and on Fir Island.  Morrison Farms also participates in a packing facility for fresh market potatoes through Skagit Valley’s Best Produce, Inc. and Smith and Morrison Farms, LLC.
3.
What outside board memberships do you have now?

I am a member of the Washington State Potato Commission, a Commissioner of Skagit County Diking District No. 3 and on the Board of Skagitonians to Preserve Farmland.

4. Are you familiar with the proposal to close the Hickox Road grade crossing on the railroad mainline south of Mount Vernon?
Yes, I am familiar with the proposal and have looked at it as a member of the volunteer fire department at Cedardale as well as in my capacity as a Dike Commissioner, landowner and business operator.

5. In your capacity as a potato grower do you presently use the grade crossing?

Yes, we farm land on both sides of the Interstate 5 corridor and BNSF mainline track south of Mount Vernon.  In order to prepare the soil for planting, plant, irrigate and harvest potatoes along the Dike Road, we must transport equipment and trucks to harvest potatoes and prefer to use the Hickox Road crossing although we currently have the option of using Stackpole Road or Peter Johnson Road to access fields north of Conway.

6. What are the limiting factors on production of potatoes which contribute to your need to use the Hickox Road grade crossing?
It is important for our growing potatoes to be able to rotate crops on a predictable cycle.  Potatoes are subject to blight and other disease if the land is used continuously for potato production.  Consequently we trade land with other farmers and grow crops in rotation to expand our potato production.

7. What are the alternatives to the Hickox Road crossing for your farm transportation needs?

If we are not able to cross the railroad tracks at Hickox Road, the alternatives are Blackburn Road and the Britt Road, a detour into urban traffic which is dangerous for our drivers and for the motoring public because of the mismatch in size and character of the other vehicles on the road.  The other alternative is use of the Frontage Road, Old Highway 99 to Stackpole on the west side. The Stackpole West is not a controlled crossing.  Without the crossing arms or lights it is more dangerous than Hickox.  This alternative also brings the traffic into Conway to the south and potentially conflicts with very heavy traffic crossing Fir Island to reach LaConner, Anacortes and Whidbey Island.  The volume and speed of that traffic, particularly during Tulip Festival or other high traffic count periods is very disruptive.  Use of the Blackburn Road as a means of accessing our fields takes us pass the Mount Vernon Christian School and through another crossing of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad track.  If we do not use the Hickox Road crossing, it will be essential that the railroad be crossed at some other point.  The competition for use at those points of access across the railroad tracks will be intensified, making our agricultural use more difficult for us and the rest of the traveling public.
8. What are the costs of these rerouted trips to the farm enterprise?

In addition to the significant increase in exposure to liability for traffic collisions, the time value of money with this equipment is paramount.  The reasonable hourly rate for equipment and an operator is 75.00
 per hour, on average.  A typical rerouting caused by the closure of Hickox Road would be four miles and approximately 20 minutes.  Our farming enterprise requires more than one hundred round trips for a forty acre parcel over the course of a year to prepare the soil, plant, cultivate, spray, irrigate, and harvest.  We would incur a cost increase of $8,000..00 on 120 acres of potatoes.

9.
Do you foresee any gain in traffic safety from closing Hickox Road rail crossing?
No.  The rerouting will generally reduce safety for the farm equipment we use.  The Hickox Road crossing has good visibility, wait space to cross and safety warning devices which are better than the alternatives.
DECLARATION


I, DARRIN MORRISON, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing PREPARED TESTIMONY OF DARRIN MORRISON is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.


Dated this 
 day of November 2007.








DARRIN MORRISON

DATED this 

 day of November 2007.








JONES & SMITH


By: 


GARY T. JONES, WSBA #5217

Attorney for Intervenor Boon

DECLARATION OF SERVICE

Llewella Faye Davis states and declares as follows:

I am over the age of 18; and not a party to this action.  I am the assistant to Gary T. Jones of Jones & Smith whose address is PO Box 1245, Mount Vernon, Washington 98273.


I hereby declare that the original PREFILED TESTIMONY OF DARRIN MORRISON has been sent by U.S. mail to Carole J. Washburn at Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission, 1300 S. Evergreen Park Drive, S.W., PO Box 47250, Olympia, WA  98504-7250.  I also declare that true and complete copies have been sent via U.S. Mail to the following interested parties:
Stephen Fallquist
L. Scott Lockwood
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
Assistant Attorney General

Skagit County
1400 S. Evergreen Park Dr., S.W.
605 South 3rd Street
PO Box 40128

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Olympia, WA 98504

Tom Montgomery
Jonathan Thompson

Bradley Scarp
Assistant Attorney General

Montgomery, Scarp MacDougall, PLLC
1400 S. Evergreen Park Dr., S.W.

1218 Third Avenue, Suite 2700
PO Box 40128

Seattle, WA  98101
Olympia, WA  98504

Brian K. Snure
Kevin Rogerson, City Attorney
Snure Law Office
City of Mount Vernon
612 South 227th Street
PO Box 809
Des Moines, WA  98198
Mount Vernon, WA  98273

I declare under penalty under the law of the State of Washington that the foregoing is true and correct.


DATED this 
 day of November 2007 at Mount Vernon, Washington.




Llewella Faye Davis, Legal Assistant
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	Jones & Smith

Attorneys at Law

415 Pine Street

P.O. Box 1245

Mount Vernon, WA  98273

(360) 336-6608





