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Q.
Are you the same Roger Garratt who submitted prefiled direct testimony in this proceeding on June 7, 2005?

A.
Yes.

Q.
What is the purpose of this additional testimony?

A.
I am submitting this testimony on behalf of Puget Sound Energy, Inc. ("PSE" or "the Company") in support of the Settlement Agreement between the parties to this proceeding that was filed with the Commission on August 30, 2005.  The purpose of this testimony is to update the Commission on the status of the construction of the Hopkins Ridge wind facility ("Hopkins Ridge" or "the Project").  This is to provide additional evidence in support of the statement made in the Settlement Agreement that the parties believe that Hopkins Ridge will be placed in service by or very shortly after November 1, 2005. 

Q. 
How involved has PSE been in monitoring the construction of the Project?
A.  
PSE has taken a very active role in monitoring the progress of the construction.  PSE resource acquisition staff are in daily contact with representatives of RES America and Vestas.  PSE representatives also participate in weekly conference calls and monthly meetings with RES America and Vestas.  PSE is also present at monthly meetings with BPA representatives regarding the progress of BPA work related to the Project.  Finally, PSE has three employees and two subcontracted inspectors on site to help ensure that construction is proceeding according to the relevant agreements and specifications.  PSE staff keep me, Mr. Markell and other PSE Officers informed of the progress of the Project through weekly status reports. 

Q.
What will it mean for Hopkins Ridge to be placed "in service"?

A.
As described in my prefiled direct testimony, the Project consists of 83 separate wind turbines.  These turbines are positioned along the collection system in an arrangement of six strings.  There are approximately 14 wind turbines per string.  After RES completes the erection of each wind turbine, Vestas will make final checkouts of each turbine, resulting in the commissioning of each.  Commissioning involves connecting the turbine to the electrical grid.  Once commissioned, the turbine achieves "WTG Substantial Completion".  Generally, an entire string will be made available for operation at one time.  Vestas will assume operation and monitor these turbines in an initial testing period until all turbines are complete.  


When all turbines have achieved WTG Substantial Completion and the rest of the project is complete, the project is determined to have reached Project Substantial Completion.  At Project Substantial Completion, the Project is placed into service in PSE's electric portfolio.  At this time, the turbine strings will be operational and, given adequate winds, the Project will be producing power for PSE's electric portfolio.  The only tasks remaining at that time to achieve Final Completion involve cleanup of "punch list" items that remain to be completed for the Project.  Punch list items are minor in nature and do not include any items that would interfere with the commercial operation of the Project or prevent the safe and continuous operation of the Project.
Q.
What are the current estimates regarding the date of Substantial Completion for the Project?

A.
As of the date of this prefiled testimony, Project Substantial Completion is estimated to occur in mid-November 2005. 

Q.
When is each turbine string estimated to reach Substantial Completion?

A.
The six turbine strings are estimated to reach WTG Substantial Completion on the following dates this fall:  September 30, October 14, October 21, October 28, November 11 and November 18.  This means that each string is anticipated to be available for producing power as of these dates. 

Q.
What is the current status of the various aspects of the construction?

A.
As of September 5, 2005, the status of various aspects of the Project included the following:


Project Roads:  Road construction is complete with the exception of the top layer of gravel in one area.  


Foundations:  The last turbine foundation was poured August 3 and all foundations are now complete with the exception of grounding rings and crane hardstands.  Work has been completed on 34 crane pads comprising 100% of Circuit # 4 and Circuit # 3.  Circuit #2 is in progress.

Underground Cable:  All underground cable is on site, cable installation is proceeding well, and RES estimates they will complete this work by the second week of September. 

Project Substation:  Overall completion of the Project substation is estimated at 90%.  One transformer was successfully energized August 24.  Delivery of the second transformer was delayed by permit problems in West Virginia and is not now expected on site until September 7, with the projected energization date now the week of September 12.  Because of this delay, the contractor is proceeding with a back-up plan to install a bus tie to permit energization of Circuit # 4 from the transformer that has already been energized.  This will allow backfeed of power when required to support Vestas commissioning efforts. 

Overhead 115kV Transmission Line:  The transmission line was successfully energized August 22 via the temporary tap.  All structures have been numbered per PSE standards, and only minor spoil piles from earlier excavation remain to be removed.  The only remaining work is the final connection to BPA Tucannon Switchyard, which will be completed when BPA takes an outage September 19 through September 23.  A punch list is now in progress.


Overhead 34.5kV Line:  Poles, hardware and conductor are 100% completed.  Work continues to terminate underground cables to the structures.  Overall completion of the line is 97%.


BPA Switchyard and Upgrades:  The BPA Tucannon Switchyard is also on schedule.  Outdoor construction is complete and inside the Control Building nearly all panels are installed and terminated.  Overall construction completion of the BPA Tucannon switchyard is estimated at 97%.

Project O&M Building:  Exterior cladding, i.e. siding, roofing, doors and windows to enclose the building are now complete.  Work is progressing inside on electrical, plumbing, communications and security installations.  The building is nearly ready to start installation of sheet rock.  Detailed design work continues on the exterior yard area and the connection to the adjacent site road to permit egress by a blade truck.  The O&M building is on schedule to meet operational functional requirements in October, with building finishes work to continue beyond that date.

Turbine Delivery:  Production of towers has been completed for shipping.  The first tower base sections arrived on site August 11.  The first nacelle (turbine housing) arrived on site August 22.  Seven nacelles, 12 hubs and 14 blades are currently on site.

Turbine Erection:  Six main cranes are available to support tower erection.  Currently there are 26 base, 22 middle and 19 top tower sections on site.  23 bases have been set, 14 middle sections have been erected and two nacelles, representing 6.5% of the total requirement.

Communication:  The T-1 lines have been completed and two of them have been handed over to PSE.  PSE's Communications Department is installing SCADA racks in the Project Substation and estimate that communications will be functional by September 12.
Q.
Has the transportation accident involving one of the turbines on August 24, 2005, delayed the Project?

A.
That accident resulted in a need for Vestas and RES America to reschedule certain aspects of Project construction but these changes are not anticipated to delay Project Substantial Completion beyond the mid-November 2005 estimated completion date.  Among other things, Vestas has already made arrangements to ship a replacement turbine with one of the other shipments that was already scheduled for the Project.  In addition, the Oregon Department of Transportation has reconfirmed that necessary permits are in place for transportation of the remaining equipment.  Nacelle shipments to the site have resumed without incident.

Q.
Please summarize the point of your testimony.

A.
Given the information that is available to me at this time, I am reasonably confident that the Hopkins Ridge Project will be operational and available to produce power for PSE's electric portfolio in mid November 2005. 

Q.
Does that conclude your testimony?

A.
Yes, it does.






























































































