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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

Devon Felsted, President of Pullman Disposal Service, will testify that the company holds Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission Certificate G-42 and provides full solid waste service in the territory covered by the Certificate, which is the City of Pullman and some surrounding areas, all in Whitman County.  This includes medical waste services.  Pullman, thus, is in competition with Stericycle by reason of Stericycle’s statewide authority.  The entry of a third service provider in this small area would result in a diminution of the limited customer base further, and would threaten Pullman’s ability to continue to provide medical waste services.

TESTIMONY (WITNESS DEVON FELSTED)

Q. State your name and employment.
A. Devon Felsted; I am President of Pullman Disposal.

Q.
Are you authorized to testify on behalf of Pullman Disposal in this proceeding?
A.
Yes.

Q.
What is the business of Pullman Disposal?
A.
We are a WUTC certificated solid waste collection company; holder of Certificate G-42, which covers the City of Pullman and some surrounding area, all in Whitman County.

Q.
Is Exhibit DF-2 a true copy of that Certificate?
A.
Yes.

Q.
Do you operate to the full extent permitted by your Certificate?
A.
Yes.

Q.
Do you provide medical waste collection service?
A.
Yes.

Q.
Do you have equipment dedicated to that purpose?
A.
Yes.

Q.
Is Exhibit DF-3 a depreciation schedule which lists that equipment?
A.
Yes.

Q.
Does the equipment meet the rules and regulations relating to medical waste carriage set out by the WUTC and any other applicable agency?
A.
Yes.

Q.
How many drivers are engaged in collection of medical waste?
A.
One, who does not spend full time on medical waste.

Q.
Is that driver trained in safety procedures regarding the collection and transportation of medical waste?
A.
Yes.

Q.
How many medical waste customers do you presently serve?
A.
Fourteen.

Q.
Does Pullman have the ability to serve more customers?
A.
Yes.

Q.
Does that include the ability to acquire additional equipment and/or hire personnel if necessary?
A.
Yes.

Q.
Did you ask a CPA to prepare a summary of Pullman’s medical waste business?
A.
Yes.  Robert Cole, who has been our regulatory accountant for many years and handles our rate filings with the WUTC.

Q.
Is Exhibit DF-4 what he prepared?
A.
Yes.

Q.
Was it prepared under your supervision and at your direction?
A.
Yes.

Q.
Does it correctly summarize Pullman’s medical waste operations?
A.
Yes.

Q.
What facility do you use for disposal?
A.
We use Stericycle.  We transport waste to our facility where it is safely and securely stored until picked up by Stericycle and transported to their facility in Morton.

Q.
Are you satisfied with this arrangement?
A.
Yes.  It works well for us, and is cost effective for our customers.

Q.
Has Pullman received any citations or any other notice of regulatory misconduct from any state or local agency in the past five years?
A.
No.

Q.
Would the granting of this application have a potential adverse effect on your medical waste business?
A.
Yes.  We have a small customer base, virtually all of which are small independent generators.  If we were to lose any portion of that base, we may well be placed in a situation where we would have to seek a rate increase, or even be forced to abandon our medical waste service; neither of which would, I believe, be in the best interests of these small generators or future customers.

Q.
Does that conclude your testimony?
A.
Yes.
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