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Add to WAC 480-62-125  Definitions

“Remote-control area” means any place designated for remote-control operations.  

“Remote-control zone” means track(s) identified within a remote-control area where remote-control operators are relieved of point protection during pullout moves when the remote-control zone is activated.

WAC 480-62-320  Remote-Controlled Operations

(1) Railroad companies, including logging and industrial railroad companies, must report to the Commission their intention to create a remote-control area at least sixty days before operations begin.  Reports must include:

(a) The name of the railroad company;

(b) The approximate date when operations will start; and

(c) The location of operations.  Railroads should provide sufficient information to allow the Commission to determine what public and private vehicular crossings are included within the remote-control area.

(2) Railroad companies shall report to the Commission their intention to create a remote-control zone at least sixty days before operations begin.  Reports must include:

(a) The name of the railroad company.

(b) The approximate date when operations will start.

(c) The remote-control area within which the zone will be created.

(3) Before a railroad company operates a remote-controlled train over any at-grade public or private vehicular crossing, the railroad employee who controls the train movement directly, or who is in direct contact with another employee who directly controls the train movement, must safely maintain a view of the crossing and along each roadway approach until the engine or train begins to occupy the crossing if the crossing does not have gates, or until the gates are in a fully lowered position if the crossing has gates.

(4) When operating a remote-controlled train, a railroad company must provide effective and reliable protection at the point of movement at any location where the train can enter main line tracks.  

(5) The commission will initiate, at its own instance or on request, periodic workshops concerning the safety of remote-control areas or zones.  The commission shall invite the railroad, railroad employees, appropriate governmental representatives in the jurisdiction involved, any union that has members working on the railroad, and other persons directly affected by the remote-control operations, to participate in the workshop discussions.  The workshops shall address, but not be limited to, identifying pedestrian and vehicular safety problems and potential solutions, appropriate placement of signs, and safe practices given the conditions existing in the remote-control area or zone.  Commission staff shall prepare a report summarizing the workshop discussions, including recommendations for safety improvements, which shall be transmitted to all participating parties, and filed with the commission.

