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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON 

UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

 

 

In the Matter of Determining the Proper 

Carrier Classification of, and Complaint 

for Penalties Against: 

 

DAVID THEODORE KUNTZ 

D/B/A DK DUMPERS  

DOCKET TG-190969 

 

DECLARATION OF  

KATHRYN MCPHERSON 

 

 

  

 

1 I, Kathryn McPherson, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington, 

declares as follows: 

2 I am over 18 years of age, a citizen of the United States, a resident of the state of 

Washington, and competent to be a witness. 

3 I am employed by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) 

as a Compliance Investigator in the Transportation Safety Division. As a Compliance 

Investigator, my responsibilities include conducting investigations into the operations of 

regulated and unregulated transportation companies. As part of those duties, I investigate 

solid waste collection companies that may be operating without the required Commission 

issued certificate. 

4 On January 22, 2020, the Commission entered Order 02, Stipulated Initial Order Classifying 

Respondent as Solid Waste Collection Company; Ordering Respondent to Cease and Desist; 

Imposing and Suspending Penalties on Condition of Future Compliance (Order 02).1 Order 

02 assessed a penalty of $2,000 against David Theodore Kuntz d/b/a DK Dumpers, (DK 

Dumpers or Company) for two violations of RCW 81.77.040 for operating as a solid waste 

collection company in the state of Washington without first obtaining a certificate. 

5 In Order 02, the Commission suspended a $1,900 portion of the penalty for a period of two 

years on the condition that DK Dumpers refrains permanently from further operations as a 

solid waste collection company in the state of Washington without first obtaining the 

required certificate from the Commission. 

6 On February 11, 2020, the Commission received the transcript from the January 22, 2020, 

special proceeding.2 In the transcript, DK Dumpers acknowledges that: (1) the Company 

reviewed and understood Order 02 in its entirety, (2) the Company was penalized $2,000 for 

advertising and offering to conduct operations without first receiving a certificate, (3) if the 

Commission found DK Dumpers advertising or offering to provide solid waste collection 

services during the two year suspension period, the Company would have to pay the entire 

$2,000 penalty, and (4) if the Commission found the Company operating in violation of the 

 
1 See Attachment A, Order 02 in Docket TG-190969 (January 22, 2020). 
2 See Attachment B, January 22, 2020 Hearing Transcript, pages 29-32. 
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cease and desist order, Commission staff (Staff) may file a complaint in the superior court 

and seek additional penalties. 

7 On October 14, 2020, I initiated a follow-up investigation of DK Dumpers to check for 

compliance with Order 02 in Docket TG-190969. On October 19, 2020, I searched 

Washington Department of Revenue’s (DOR) Business Licensing Service, which produced 

records showing DK Dumpers as a closed sole proprietor under Unified Business Identifier: 

604-429-549. These records listed the governing person as David Theodore Kuntz, a 

location address of 7520 128th St. E, Puyallup, Washington 98373, and a mailing address of 

7520 128th St. E, Puyallup, Washington 98373.3 

8 On October 19, 2020, I searched Commission records, which produced records showing that 

DK Dumpers was not a certificated solid waste collection company in the state of 

Washington.4 

9 On October 14, 2020, under an assumed account name, using Facebook messenger, Staff 

requested that DK Dumpers pick up solid waste from a driveway. The Company confirmed 

it would collect and transport solid waste by responding, “Yes,” and provided a phone 

number of (253) 754-4664, to text for more details. This phone number is known by Staff to 

be associated with DK Dumpers and is listed within Commission records as the contact 

phone number for the Company.5 Staff sent text messages to the Company regarding solid 

waste collection services.6 In these text messages with DK Dumpers, staff explained that it 

would like 15 standard kitchen garbage bags of solid waste hauled and asked for a price 

estimate. The Company responded to these text messages by offering to haul the solid waste 

for $120.7  

10 In response to the Company’s failure to comply with the conditions of Order 02 in Docket 

TG-190969, specifically, the condition to refrain permanently from further operations as a 

solid waste collection company in the state of Washington without first obtaining the 

required certificate from the Commission, Staff recommends that the Commission impose 

the suspended penalty of $1,900 against DK Dumpers. 

 

DATED this 5th day of November, 2020, at Lacey, Washington. 

 

     ______________________________________ 

     KATHRYN MCPHERSON

 
3 See Attachment C for a copy of DOR’s Business Licensing Service records for DK Dumpers, captured on 

October 19, 2020. 
4 See Attachment D for a copy of Commission records documenting the Company’s unregulated status, 

captured on October 19, 2020. 
5 Attachment D shows the contact phone number for DK Dumpers within Commission records. 
6 See Attachment E for a copy of Facebook Messenger communication with the Company on October 14, 

2020. 
7 See Attachment F for a copy of text communication with the Company on October 14, 2020. 
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