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1 On May 21, 2025, Lakeside Transportation LLC (Lakeside or Applicant) filed with the 
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) an application for 
authority to operate as an auto transportation company in Washington. On May 23, 2025, 
the Commission issued a notice of pending application allowing affected parties 30 days 
to object to the application.  

2 On June 20, 2025, Pacific Northwest Transportation Services, Inc. d/b/a Premier Airport 
Shuttle/Capital Aeroporter (PNTS) filed a protest to the application.  

3 On August 12, 2025, the Commission issued Order 01 Prehearing Conference Order and 
Notice of Virtual Evidentiary Hearing (Order 01) that set a procedural schedule 
establishing a deadline for Rebuttal and Cross Answering Testimony and Exhibits and 
Exhibit Lists, Cross Exhibits, Witness Lists, Time Estimates, and Exhibit Errata of 
November 14, 2025. Order 01 also set a virtual evidentiary hearing for November 19-20, 
2025.  

4 On October 31, 2025, PNTS filed responsive testimony. Lakeside filed its responsive 
testimony and exhibits after 5:00 p.m. on October 31, 2025, resulting in its filing being 
posted to the docket on November 3, 2025. Lakeside also filed a certificate of service that 
declared service on John E. Fricke and Jim N. Fricke of PNTS, and Hamilton H. Gardiner 
and Michelle So, and Myla Sepulveda of Holmquist & Gardiner on October 31, 2025.1 

 

1 In the Matter of the Application of Lakeside Transportation, Docket TC-250362, Lakeside’s 
Certificate of Service (November 3, 2025).  
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5 On November 6, 2025, Lakeside filed an Addendum to Application to add a newly 
purchased vehicle to its application.2 

6 On November 10, 2025, PNTS filed a Motion to Strike, or in the Alternative, Extend 
Time to File Rebuttal and Cross-Answering Testimony and Exhibits (Motion to Strike). 
PNTS’s Motion to Strike requests that the Commission either strike Lakeside’s 
responsive testimony and exhibits and Lakeside’s Addendum to Application, or in the 
alternative, to continue the November 14, 2025, deadline for rebuttal and cross answering 
testimony set by Order 01.3 

7 On November 13, 2025, the Commission issued a Notice of Opportunity to Respond to 
PNTS’ Motion to Strike, or in the Alternative, Extend Time to File Rebuttal and Cross-
Answering Testimony and Exhibits and Suspending Procedural Schedule, Striking 
Evidentiary Hearing Scheduled for November 19-20, 2025, and Providing Opportunity 
for the Parties to Propose a Procedural Schedule (Notice of Opportunity to Respond). The 
Notice set a deadline for responses on November 18, 2025, and set a deadline for the 
parties to propose a new procedural schedule on December 1, 2025.4 

8 On November 17, 2025, PNTS filed a Supplement to its Motion to Strike (Supplement) 
asking the Commission to take official notice of the fact that the filing date in the docket 
for Lakeside’s responsive testimony and exhibits is listed as November 3, 2025.5 

9 On November 18, 2025, Lakeside filed a response to PNTS’ Motion (Response to 
Motion), arguing that motions to strike pleadings are disfavored as dilatory tactics and 
prevent courts from reaching a decision on the merits of a case.6 Lakeside also objected 
to PNTS’ Supplement and asked that the Commission extend the deadline for filing 
responsive testimony rather than strike its responsive testimony and exhibits.7 

 

2 In the Matter of the Application of Lakeside Transportation, Docket TC-250362 Addendum to 
Application (November 6, 2025).  
3 In the Matter of the Application of Lakeside Transportation, Docket TC-250362, PNTS’ Motion 
to Strike at 2 (November 10, 2025).  
4 In the Matter of the Application of Lakeside Transportation, Docket TC-250362 Notice of 
Opportunity to Respond (November 13, 2025).  
5 In the Matter of the Application of Lakeside Transportation, Docket TC-250362 PNTS’ 
Supplement at 1 (November 17, 2025).  
6 In the Matter of the Application of Lakeside Transportation, Docket TC-250362 Lakeside’s 
Response to Motion at 1-2 (November 18, 2025).  
7 In the Matter of the Application of Lakeside Transportation, Docket TC-250362 Lakeside’s 
Response to Motion at 3-4 (November 18, 2025).  
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10 On November 20, 2025, the Commission entered Order 04 Granting in Part and Denying 
in Part PNTS’ Motion, which suspended the procedural schedule.  

11 On December 4, 2025, the Commission issued a Notice of Procedural Schedule, which 
set deadlines for exhibit lists, cross exhibits, witness lists, time estimates, and exhibit 
errata for December 29, 2025, and set an evidentiary hearing for January 6-7, 2026.  

12 On December 24, 2025, PNTS emailed the presiding Administrative Law Judge and the 
parties an estimated Witness List and Time estimate, which included 60 minutes of cross-
examination for Commission staff (Staff).  

13 On December 30, 2025, Staff filed Commission Staff’s Objection to Cross Examination, 
in which Staff argued that because they had not filed initial testimony, Staff is not a 
proper witness to be called for cross-examination at the evidentiary hearing.   

DISCUSSION 

14 The proceeding in this matter is limited to “whether or not the objecting company will 
provide the same service to the satisfaction of the commission[]”8 and whether PNTS 
“holds a certificate that authorizes the same service and [PNTS] provides the same 
service published in the application docket.”9 

15 Staff contends in its objection that the Commission should differentiate between 
Lakeside’s application and PNTS’ objection, and that Staff’s involvement in this matter 
relates to Lakeside’s application, which is not at issue for the evidentiary hearing.10 
Further, Staff has not filed initial testimony, and Staff’s memorandum does not discuss 
potential overlapping service territories of PNTS and Lakeside.11 In the alternative, Staff 
has requested that the Commission limit cross-examination of Staff to only the 
information contained in the financial review memo.12    

16 We agree with Staff that the evidentiary hearing in this matter is limited to PNTS’ 
objection, and the memo provided by Staff in the docket is not materially relevant to the 

 

8 WAC 480-30-136(3).  
9 WAC 480-30-116(2).  
10 In the Matter of the Application of Lakeside Transportation, Docket TC-250362 Staff’s 
Objection at 3 ¶¶ 5-6 (December 30, 2025). 
11 In the Matter of the Application of Lakeside Transportation, Docket TC-250362 Staff’s 
Objection at 3 ¶¶ 5-6 (December 30, 2025). 
12 In the Matter of the Application of Lakeside Transportation, Docket TC-250362 Staff’s 
Objection at 3-4 ¶ 6 (December 30, 2025). 
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evidentiary hearing. Staff has not filed initial testimony relating to the facts at issue for 
evidentiary hearing, so we do not find that Staff is a proper witness for cross-
examination.  

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

17 Staff has not provided any testimony relating to PNTS’ objection in this docket that 
would cause Staff to be a proper witness for cross-examination in this matter absent Staff 
calling one of its members to submit direct testimony in this docket.  

ORDER 

18 (1)       THE COMMISSION ORDERS that Commission staff’s objection to cross 
examination is granted, and Commission staff will not be required to undergo 
cross-examination at the evidentiary hearing in Docket TC-250362 scheduled for 
January 6-7, 2026, unless Commission staff calls a witness who provides direct 
testimony at the evidentiary hearing.  

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective January 2, 2026.  

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

/s/ Jessica Kruszewski   
JESSICA KRUSZEWSKI 
Administrative Law Judge 

 
 
NOTICE TO PARTIES: This is an Interlocutory Order of the Commission. 
Administrative review may be available through a petition for review, filed within 
10 days of the service of this Order pursuant to WAC 480-07-810. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


