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Att General of Washi ngt . . ) _
5 7141 G oarates orive aw 2 on 6 Docket UE-250224. This case is captioned Véshington
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17 825 NE Mul tnomah St. Ste 1500 , . . L
Portland , Qregon 97232 18  And we'll go ahead and begin with Pacifi Gorp.
b 503 813-6338 19 ATTCR\EY KIMAR  Thank you, Judge Thompson.
FOR AVEC; 20 Appearing on behal f of PacifiCorp, ny nane is Aay Kunar.
20 , .
Mchelle N Madsen 21 And | don't think | need to go through ny address or
21 mm@lvel aw. com 22 phone nunber, any of that
Davi son Van C eve ! ’
22 107 SE Washington St Suite 430 23 JUDGE THOWSON Ve don't need to do that, but
Portland, Oregon 97214 .
23 503. 241, 7242 24 | appreciate the offer. Thank you.
% 2 And for staff.
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1 ATTGRNEY OBRIEN  Good mor ni ng, your Honor. 1 have discussed a proposed schedule. | think overall we
2 (Oolin OBrien appearing for staff; also, co-counsel is 2 generally have two procedural schedules that are pretty
3 Josephi ne Srauss. 3 well aligned.

4 JUDE THOWPSON  Thank you very much. 4 | think there's some disagreenent anong the

5 And for public counsel ? 5 parties, specifically between Pacifi Corp and the ot her

6 ATTORNEY SYKES:  Good norning, your honor. This | 6 parties with regards to a hearing date and a briefing

7 is Rob Sykes with the Attorney General's Public Counsel 7 schedule. But otherwise, | think the two schedul es are
8 Llhit. 8 generally consistent.

9 JUDGE THOWPSON  Thank you very much. 9 And | think | have those dates if we're

10 And how about for AWEC? 10 prepared to tal k through that, and then al so prepared to
11 ATTCR\EY MADSEN  Good morni ng, Judge Thonmpson. | 11 present our concerns to you, but however you want to

12 Mchelle Madsen with Davison Van deve on behal f of AEC |12 handle it.

13 JUDGE THOWSCN  Wnderful, thank you. 13 JUDGE THOWSCN  Yeah. Let me ask -- it sounds
14 And The Energy Project? 14 like it wouldn't be helpful for ne to go off the record.
15 ATTCR\EY ZAKAI:  Good norning, your Honor. 15 It sounds |ike the parties have discussed this, and so |
16 Yochi Zakai with Shute, Mhaly & Véinberger on behal f of |16 just want to confirmthat that's the case before doing
17 The Energy Project. 17 that, as we usually do.

18 JUDE THOWPSON  Thank you very much. 18 Perhaps it's best to just hear both schedul es
19 And I'l1 go ahead and check now Vé'Il check 19 and talk through the potential sticking points. Does

20 again here injust a mnute. But are there any other 20 that make the nost sense to the parties?

21 organizations on the call that want to give a verbal 21 | mseei ng some head nods.

22 notice of appearance at this time? 22 ATTORNEY ZAKAI:  Yes, your Honor.

23 And I'mjust |ooking through the participants 23 ATTORNEY OBREN  Yes.

24 list. 24 JUDGE THOWPSON  Ckay. (kay. Veénderful . Let's
25 Ckay, hearing none, that brings us to the 25 go ahead and start with PacifiCorp's proposed schedul e

1 petitions for intervention. Are there any petitions for 1 then

2 intervention other than AMEC and TEP s which have been 2 ATTCR\EY KIMAR  Yes.  And before | get into

3 filedinwiting? 3 that, | would liketojust -- | nmean, |'msure everyone's
4 Ckay. Hearing none, | have reviewed the 4 already anare of this, but just note for the record that
5 petitions to intervene fromAMC and TEP. And I'Il ask 5 the tinelines in these cases are all kind of deternined
6 the parties, are there any objections to those petitions 6 because of the statutory deadline to pull coal from

7 at this time? 7 \Washington rates, which is sort of one of the major, if
8 And 1"l go ahead and start with the conpany. 8 not the major, driving factor inthe filing of this case.
9 ATTCR\EY KIMAR ~ There are no objections to the | 9 And so all the schedul es sort of account for
10 petitions to intervene. 10 that. And | wanted to kind of set that stage at the

11 JUDGE THOWSCN  Thank you very nuch. 11 begi nning.

12 And staff and public counsel. 12 ["1l start with PacifiCorp's proposed schedul e.
13 ATTGRNEY OBREN  No objections fromstaff, 13 And we have, | believe, staff and -- the next dateis, is
14 your Honor. 14 there's a settlenent conference that we have not yet set
15 JUDGE THOWSON  Thank you. 15 adate for, but the parties would like to set among

16 ATTCR\EY SYKES: No obj ections frompublic 16 thenselves. | don't think that needs the conmission to
17 counsel . 17 set atineline for that.

18 JUDGE THOWSON  Ckay.  Thank you very much. 18 But the next date | have on ny schedule is

19 Just doubl e checking, | do not believe |'ve 19 staff and intervenor testinony for August 6th.

20 received a proposed schedul e before the conference call 20 JUDGE HIGES.  (kay.

21 today. And | checked with Judge Highes this morning. | |21 ATTGR\EY KUMAR ~ And then Pacifi Corp rebuttal
22 don't believe that he has either. 22 and party cross-answering testinony for Septenber 8th.
23 Have the parties had an opportunity to discuss |23 JUDE THOWSON  Ckay.

24 a proposed schedule in this matter? 24 ATTCRNEY KIMAR  The di scovery cutof f bei ng

25 ATTORNEY KUIMAR  Yes, your Honor. | think we 25  Septenber 22nd.
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1 And then I'd like to note that after staff and 1 going to be the sane. V&' ve got a to-be-deci ded

2 intervenor testinony is filed on August 6th, the 2 settlenent conference.

3 discovery turnaround tine drops to seven business days. 3 The next date woul d be staff and intervenor

4 And then cross-exanmnation, wtness lists, 4 response testimony on August 6th.

5 exhibits, and cross-estinates are Qctober 1st. 5 JUDE THOWSON  Ckay.

6 An evidentiary hearing on Cctober 6th or 6 ATTCR\EY OBRIEN  PacifiCorp's rebuttal

7 sonetine that week. 7 testinony and cross-answering testimony on Septenber 8th.
8 And then an initial brief for CGctober 29th, 8 JUDE THOWSON  Ckay.

9 2025 9 ATTCR\EY O BRIEN D scovery cutoff on

10 And then a reply brief for Novenber 12th, 2025. |10 Septenber 26th.

11 And then, you know, | knowthis is sonetines 11 JUDGE THOWPSON  Very good.

12 not included in prehearing conference orders from 12 ATTCR\EY OBREN  (ross-examwitness |ist,

13 Véshington, and | don't knowit necessarily needs to be 13 exhibits, and tine estinmates on Qctober 10th.

14 inthis one. 14 JUDE THOWSON  Ckay.

15 But | would like to make the conmission kind of |15 ATTCR\EY OBREN  Evidentiary hearing, Cctober
16 aware of, you know, a suggested target date for the order |16 20th, 21st or 22nd. And there's been noted that there's
17 just because -- because we have that January 1st 17 a preference for Qctober 20th specifically for the first
18 statutory deadline, we want to nake sure that we do have |18 day of the hearing.

19  about two weeks before that that we can receive an order |19 JUDGE THOWSON  kay.

20 fromthe commssion so that we can go through any issues |20 ATTCR\EY O BREN  Post-hearing briefs on

21 so that PacifiCorp can nake the appropriate filing -- has |21  Novenber 21st.

22 about, you know a couple days to make the appropriate 22 JUDGE THOWSON — Ckay.

23 conpliance filing on that order. 23 ATTORNEY OBREN  And staff and the

24 And then there's enough tine for the parties to |24 non-conpany parties are requesting not to have a reply
25 reviewthe conpliance filing consistent with the 25  brief.

1 Véshington regul ations. And then we can all make sure 1 JUDGE THOWSCN  Ckay. Gve ne just a nonent,
2 that, you know the rates are actually going to be 2 and then I"'Il turn back to M. Kumar for discussion of

3 effective then, Jan 1, 2026. 3 the problens that the conpany sees here.

4 JUDGE THOWPSON  So you're aimng -- 4 Wiat |'mdoing inthe interimis just pulling
5 ATTCR\EY KIMAR - target -- 5 up comissioner calendars so that | can be transparent

6 JUDE THOWPSON -~ for Decenber 19th at the 6 andtell youright off the bat if any of these proposed
7 latest? 7 dates are just not going to work.

8 ATTCRNEY KR~ Yeah. Ideally, like, naybe a 8 Ckay. (ne thing I'l1 ask staff and public

9 fewdays before that. But yeah. 9 counsel, | think -- well, if | recall correctly, I'mnot
10 JUDE THOWPSON  Ckay.  And then do you want to |10 sure that public counsel is actively involved in that

11 proceed with staff's proposed schedul e, or woul d you 11 case at this point intime. But we do have the Cascade
12 rather have staff do that? 12 hearing that same week of the proposed hearing on Friday,
13 ATTCR\EY KIMAR | have staff's schedule. 1'm |13 and just wanted to make sure that that was accounted for
14 happy to doit, but | don't want to-- I'Il defer to 14 in everybody's cal culus of dates, hearing prep, and

15 staff, as long as we have the opportunity to then discuss |15 briefing. That one is PG 230800.

16 the reasons that we feel our schedule is appropriate. 16 ATTCR\EY KIMAR  Judge Thonpson, just to

17 JUDGE THOWSON  Ckay. M. OBrien, do you 17 clarify, is that the -- the week of Qctober 20th?

18 have any preference there? 18 JUDGE THOWPSCN  That one is currently set for
19 ATTCRNEY OBRIEN | can proceed with staff's 19 the 24th.

20 schedul e, or really the non-conpany party schedul e. 20 ATTCREY KIMAR ~ Ckay.  Thank you.

21 JUDE THOWSON  Ckay. 21 JUDE THOWSON  You' re wel come. Wi ch, you
22 ATTCRNEY OBRIEN  This is an agreed- upon 22 know | think that we coul d acconmodate. | just want to
23 schedul e for everyone but Pacifi Corp. 23 nmake sure that everyone is aware because that will

24 JUDGE THOWSON  Ckay. @ ahead and proceed. 24 obviously, if anybody is working on both of those cases,
25 ATTCR\EY OBREN So the first fewdates are 25 it's going to put pressure to prepare for both of those

BUELL |

REALTIME REPORTING

RJW

TRANSCRIPTION

www.buellrealtime.com
Seattle: 206.287.9066 Spokane: 509.624.3261

National: 800.846.6989




WUTC v. PacificCorp d/b/a Pacific Power and Light Co.
Docket No. UE-250224 - Vol. | (May 16, 2025)

Pages 13..16

1 during the same week. Ckay? 1 stack up all that nicely for the conmissioners, and |

2 And one other thing | want to suggest is 2 wll have to ask themfor their preference.

3 perhaps building in a second settlenent conference 3 V¢ will take into account the potential to

4 sometime in nmd-Septenber, if the parties are open to 4 puildinpotentially two rounds of briefing. Ether way,
5 that, after we have staff's testimony and rebuttal . | 5 it may have to be on a slightly abbreviated basis.

6 think it mght be helpful to have that built into the 6 | do see we have about a month built inin the
7 procedural schedul e. 7 staff, public counsel, and intervenor proposed schedul e;
8 But at this tine, I'll go ahead and turn back 8 and about 23 days built inin PacifiCorp's schedul e.

9 tothe conpany. And feel free to share your concerns 9 W& can't proverbially split the baby here

10 with the alternative proposed schedul e. 10  because the week of the 13th, one of the commissioners,
11 ATTCR\EY KUIMAR  Yes, thank you, Judge 11 it looks like will be out of the country. And so it will
12 Thonpson. 12 likely fall in one of the suggested weeks. |'ll just

13 | think I'Il start by maybe doing two 13 have to confer with the conmissioners and take it under
14 clarifying sort of conments on what you said earlier. | |14 advisement as to how they want to handle this one, which
15 think the conpany has a slight preference for actually 15 hearings they want to handl e back to back.

16 the 21st or the 22nd in staff's schedule, but | think 16 And | do have noted that we're asking for two
17 that's just for our witness availability's sake. W& 17 days here. And I'Il just briefly run through, does staff
18 would prefer that. W could nake the 20th work, but we 18 agree with two days?

19  would prefer the 21st and the 22nd. 19 ATTORNEY OBREN  Saff can agree with two

20 And then, of course, we're not involved inthe |20 days, your Honor.

21 Cascade hearing, so | can't speak to that. But | would 21 V¢ were hoping to briefly -- briefly reply

22 note that | do think this is a conplex case, and | do 22 concerning the necessity of the reply briefing.

23 think it would be prudent to reserve at least two days 23 JUDGE THOWSON P ease go ahead.

24 for an evidentiary hearing here. And so I'll just state |24 ATTCR\EY OBREN  So, as far as the necessity
25 that. 25 of the reply briefing and the two rounds of briefing

1 Wth regards to the reason that PacifiCorp 1 schedul e the conpany is requesting, | don't think

2 supports a two-round schedule, | think that the key 2 anybody's disputing that there's a lot of issues to be

3 difference here is we have a slightly earlier hearing 3 resolved in this case, but they're factual issues, not

4 date and then two rounds of briefing. And PacifiCorp 4 legal issues.

5 supports a two-round briefing schedul e because we do 5 Saff and the non-conpany parties -- | believe
6 think that this is a rather conplex case. There are 6 | can speak for everyone when | say that the probl ens

7 significant issues to be decided in this case. 7 that we are seeing and the issues that need to he

8 Paci fi Corp has the burden of proof. And we 8 resolved wouldn't be handlied with a reply brief as well

9 feel like we are going to be able to create a better 9 as they would be handl ed better with nore time to devel op
10 record for the conmission to nake a decision on, 10 factual testinony and devel op the factual issues in this
11 especially if there are going to be sone significant 11 case.

12 points of legal briefing that need to be addressed 12 The schedul e that the staff and the non-conpany
13 through briefing with a two-round briefing schedul e. 13 parties are presenting woul d give nore tine for parties
14 And that's our goal here, is to ensure that the |14 to discuss issues, to wite testinmony, and woul dn't

15 commission has the best record to make its decision on, 15 actually -- and woul d not actually inpact any of Pac's
16 and that PacifiCorp is able to carry our burden of proof |16 procedural rights to present their legal arguments, while
17 as the noving party in this proceeding. And that iswhy |17 also giving more factual time for everyone to resol ve the
18 we are supporting a briefing schedul e here that has 18 actual issues in this case.

19 initial and reply briefs. 19 JUDE THOWSON  Thank you for that.

20 JUDGE THOWSON  Ckay.  Thank you for that. 20 And 1" Il ask, what's your perception as it

21 So "Il just note that 1'mgoing to have to 21 stands right now?

22 confer with the commissioners on this and ask their 22 V¢ won't hold you to this, but where are the
23 preference. Like | mentioned, we do have an evidentiary |23 primary issues lying? Are they with the PORCitself or
24 hearing on the 24th, but we al so have an evidentiary 24 the proposed al | ocation met hodol ogy?

25 hearing on Friday the 3rd. So either way, it doesn't 25 ATTCR\EY OBREN  I'mnot sure I'mable to
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1 speak to that at the moment, your Honor. 1 But I think that the distinction here is that

2 JUDGE THOWPSON  That' s fi ne. 2 both the proposed -- conpany's proposed schedul e and

3 And then I'Il come back to you M. Kumar, here 3 parties' proposed schedul e have the sane tineline for

4 injust a nonent. 4 initial, kind of direct testinony fromthe parties and

5 But I'll go ahead and turn to public counsel 5 reply testinmony fromthe conpany. So the sane tinelines
6 first on agreement on the two days bei ng necessary, and 6 arethere for the devel opment of that factual prefiled

7 thenif you have any reply to the conpany's proposed 7 testinony.

8 schedul e or the need for two rounds of briefing. 8 The onl'y change here is a slightly earlier

9 ATTGR\EY SYKES:  Thank you, your Honor. 9 hearing date and the two briefing.

10 W& agree. | think a two-day hearing is best in |10 And with regards to, then, the legal issues in
11 this case, considering the issues involved. | think just |11 the case and, you know the parties, you know kind of

12 the allocation nethodol ogy itself could take a whole day. |12 expressed a concern that there may not be I egal issues in
13 As far as briefing, we agree with staff that 13 this case. And, you know | think it's alittle too

14 the better way to get these issues in front of the 14 early to say that.

15 commission is for a longer hearing schedul e or a | onger 15 ["ve maybe had the fortunate or unfortunate

16  procedural schedul e with nore chance to devel op evidence. |16  experience of being involved heavily in some of the past
17 Areply brief doesn't really devel op evidence. |17 proceedings where PacifiCorp has had approval of our cost
18 It just restates what the commission's al ready heard. 18 allocation nethodol ogies. And | mean, going back to the
19 And there's no real |egal issues here to 19 creation of the WA in, | think, 2008 when it was

20 develop. Sol think it's better to have longer to build |20 adopted, the reason the WA was adopted was in order to
21 cases, and less -- and really no need for areply brief. |21 ensure conpliance with the Used and Useful statute in

22 JUDGE THOWSCN  Ckay, thank you for that. 22 \Mshington. And so that was the creation of the WA

23 AEC? 23 And then, of course, the WJAM there was a

24 ATTCR\EY MADSEN  Thank you, your Honor. AWEC |24 significant amount of commission litigation and

25 is fine with a two-day hearing period. 25 conmission precedent on the interpretation of that Used
1 And we have no real preference versus the reply | 1 and Wseful statute, and the standards that the comm ssion
2 brief. 2 has used to apply when they approve a cost allocation

3 V¢ do agree nore with staff schedul e as noted 3 nethodol ogy. These are all legal issues.

4 by counsel, but we are willing to do whatever the 4 And so we think that those legal issues are

5 comission is doing. 5 going tostill be, you know front and centered. And the
6 | would just like to note for the record that 6 ability to be able to respond to those |egal issues and
7 since we discussed our schedul e, we have had anot her 7 to provide the commssion with significant information on
8 hearing scheduled. And AMECis no |onger available on 8 the devel opment of those |egal issues is absolutely

9 (Qctober 21st if that is chosen as a hearing day. 9 essential.

10 JUDGE THOWSON  Ckay. 10 And so that's why we feel that a two-round

11 ATTORNEY ZAKAI:  Your Honor, The Energy Project |11  briefing schedule will provide sort of the fullest and
12 doesn't have much nore to add. \% support the 12 Dbest ability of the conmission to resolve those issues.
13 non-conpany schedul e for the reasons stated. Thank you. |13 And so | think that's what | have to say there.
14 JUDGE THOWSCN  Thank you very nuch. 14 JUDGE THOWSON  Thank you for that.

15 And for AEC is it just the 21st that you're 15 Yes, | see M. Strauss. You have something to
16  unavail abl €? 16  add?

17 ATTCRN\EY MADSEN  Yes. 17 ATTCRN\EY STRAUSS.  Yes, your Honor. Sorry

18 JUDGE THOWPSON  Ckay. Ckay. Ve will get this |18 about earlier. M conputer froze and then crashed.

19 sorted out. I'Il give the conpany a chance to reply. 19 | would like to point out that staff's briefing
20 ATTGR\EY KIMAR ~ Thank you, your Honor. 20 schedul e does allow for a slightly |onger discovery

21 First, 1'd like to address the devel opment of 21 period, but alsotine for the parties to actually see

22 factual issues in this record. PacifiCorp strongly 22 that discovery hefore we have to file exhibits, and have
23 believes that that is essentially inportant, and we agree |23 time to actually look at themand digest themand those
24 with the non-conpany parties that that is going to be a 24 responses and any discovery that does cone later inthis
25 prinmary force in this case. 25 hearing, before the hearing, which | think will lead to a

BUELL |

REALTIME REPORTING

RJW

TRANSCRIPTION

www.buellrealtime.com
Seattle: 206.287.9066 Spokane: 509.624.3261

National: 800.846.6989



WUTC v. PacificCorp d/b/a Pacific Power and Light Co.
Docket No. UE-250224 - Vol. | (May 16, 2025)

Pages 21..24

1 much snoother hearing if parties are allowed to review 1 parties.

2 their discovery prior to naking exhibits, rather than 2 JUDGE THOWSON D d you have anything el se to
3 just throwing in all the discovery they get at the very 3 add vith the raised hand?

4 end of a discovery period because they haven't had a 4 ATTCR\EY KUMAR | just have maybe one slight
5 chance to reviewit because of how shortened the tine 5 coment on -- | noted -- we also kind of noted that the
6 frame is between the discovery cutoff and a hearing, 6 tinming seemed a little tight in both schedules for the

7 which 1l think inthe end would create a mich more smooth 7 commssioner, the tinmng for the witing of the decision.
8 hearing process, but also a better, cleaner record for 8 | think we woul d be okay with a slightly

9 the conmissi oners. 9 earlier schedule, and that | think -- you know to the
10 You know, inreality we are dealing with a 10 extent that, you know the commission feels it's

11 truncated timng schedul e here just because of when this |11 appropriate, if they could -- we'd be nore than happy to
12 was filed and when it has to go into effect. Soallowng |12 adjust the two-round briefing schedule to, you know a
13 the parties that extra time before a hearing is critical |13 little less tine in that veinto allowthe -- nore tine
14 to making sure that parties are getting the opportunity 14 for the comission to consider the case and devel op their
15 they need to, first of all, conplete their discovery, but |15 order.

16 also assess that discovery and really judge its worth. 16 JUDE THOWSON  Thank you.

17 JUDE THOWPSON  Thank you for that. 17 M. Zakai?

18 | appreciate all the input regarding the 18 ATTCRN\EY ZAKAI:  Yes, thank you, your Honor.
19  procedural schedule. Utinately, | think it is goingto |19 To respond to what you -- to what Aay just

20 cone down to conmissioner preference on this one. 20 noted about the schedule -- | was just searching for it;
21 And 'l note that that may or may not be 21 | don't have it in front of me. But | believe that there
22 favorable for Judge Highes and nyself. 1'd note that if |22 is something in the admnistrative code that allows us to
23 we are aimng for a Decenber 19th order date and we do go |23 -- the parties to adjust the timing of the settlenent

24 with the later schedule, that will, with the way things 24 conference without comm ssion approval .

25 work internally, will give us maybe 10 to 14 days to 25 The reason | had ny hand up, though, was to

1 hamrer out a hundred-plus page order, which I'massum ng 1 request that before we adjourn, we request we address

2 this mght beinthe realmof. 2 intervenor funding and case certification as well.

3 And so we will take all of this under 3 JUDGE THOWPSON Vi absol utely will do that.

4 advisenment and work with the conmissioners and get a 4 That's next onny to-do list.

5 prehearing conference order out followng those 5 Ckay. \éll, | think that is probably enough

6  discussions. 6 discussion about the schedul e.

7 Pursuant to rule, we likely will set at least a | 7 Wth that, we can go ahead and nove to

8 week to have the first settlement conference. | note 8 intervenor funding. The commssion has recently approved
9 that everybody has said that they wll have that 9 the extended agreenent, or the third agreenent, for

10 settlement conference, but | do believe our rules require |10 intervenor funding in Docket U 210595.

11 us to establish a date, or at least a range of dates, by |11 Fol lowing the terns of that agreement, any

12 which to have that first settlenent conference. Do the 12 notices of intent to seek funding and requests for case
13 parties have any idea of when that first settlenent 13 certification were due today.

14 conference is perhaps antici pated? 14 The deadline for proposed budgets will be 30
15 And 1"l go ahead and start with the conpany. 15 days fromtoday. Fromtoday.

16 ATTGRNEY KIMAR | don't think we have a 16 ¢ have received notices of intent to seek

17 preference for the first settlenment conference. 17 funding from AWEC and The Energy Project.

18 | think the way we've handled this in sone 18 | plantorule orally on the record today that
19 other jurisdictions is if the commssionis setting that |19 AWEC and TEP are case certified, and | woul d ask that

20 week, then maybe there's a footnote that says that the 20 they subnmit any proposed budget within 30 days.

21 first settlement conference can be adjusted by agreenent |21 Do the parties have any concerns or questions
22 anmong the parties without any motion practice before the |22 that they would like to address nowin regards to

23 comission. And | think that will allowus the 23 intervenor funding or case certification?

24 flexibility to, you know adjust the settlement 24 Ckay. Hearing none, AMEC and TEP are each

25 conference so that the timng of that works with all the |25 granted case certification status for this proceedi ng.
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1 And with that, we will go into sort of the 1 JUDGE THOWMPSON:  Ckay.

2 boilerplate fromall of our prehearing conferences. 2 And The Energy Project?

3 First, let's discuss -- M. Kumar? 3 ATTORNEY ZAKAI: Thank you, your Honor. The
4 ATTORNEY KUMAR  Thank you. 4 Energy Project has no probl emdoing away with

5 | wanted to neke sure that we raised this 5 categorization in this case; although, | would just note
6 issue, that we have filed, | believe a notion for a 6 for the record that we find it very hel pful in general

7 protective order in our initial filing. And we just 7 rate cases where the issues are nunerous.

8 request that the -- after the -- at sone point after the 8 JUDGE THOMPSON: Ckay. Thank you for that.

9 prehearing conference, the commission rule on that. 9 And | assune that under the staff and

10 It'Il make things easier. 10 intervenor proposed schedule, we also have the reduction
11 JUDGE THOWSON: W I do. 11 in tinme for discovery responses on August 6th.

12 Ckay. Data requests: |If the parties have 12 Do we have a second date whereby discovery

13  discovery disputes, we would ask that you attenpt to work |13 responses are shortened in either schedule, or just that
14 those out in good faith. But if you cannot, then please 14 first one?

15 bring any notions to the commission for resolution. 1In 15 ATTORNEY KUMAR  Speaking for the company, |
16 those motions, | would ask that you provide that you did 16 don't believe we've discussed a second date in either

17 nmeke a good faith attenpt to resolve any discovery 17  schedul e.

18 dispute in the motion. Wth that in mind, |1'd encourage 18 JUDGE THOWSON: Ckay. So we'll go ahead and
19 any party to pick up the phone or schedule a Zoom call 19 keep it with moving from 10 to 7 days on August 6th

20 with opposing counsel before filing a notion to conpel or 20 regardless of the hearing date. And we won't worry about
21 anotion to strike testinony for a discovery violation. 21 a five-day response, if I'mright on that. [|'m not

22 I'"mgoing to go ahead and presune that the 22  seeing anybody raised their hand.

23 parties would not like to adopt the procedure that was 23 OCkay. We're also aware that parties often

24  previously adopted in an Avista GRC for discovery 24  request that any data requests and responses are shared
25 requests, whereby each party identifies each data request 25 with every other party. Wuld it nake it easier on the
1 by subject. 1 parties or nore convenient for the parties to have this
2 And I'Il just go ahead and ask the conpany 2 requirement in the prehearing conference order, or would
3 first. Do you want to proceed with discovery as nornal ? 3 there be any objection to doing so?

4 ATTORNEY KUMAR:  Yes, |'d like to proceed with 4 ATTORNEY KUMAR:  Paci fi Corp has no objection to
5 discovery as normal. | think we used that process in our 5 doing so in the prehearing conference order.

6 last general rate case. And there was sone discussion 6 ATTORNEY O BRIEN:  No objection fromstaff.

7 anong the parties kind of deciding on those topics 7 JUDGE THOWPSON:  Thank you.

8 bef or ehand. 8 ATTORNEY SYKES: None from public counsel.

9 And | woul d note that none of that discussion 9 JUDGE THOWMPSON:  Thank you.

10 has happened here. So if we were to proceed down that 10 ATTORNEY MADSEN: AVEC has no obj ection.

11 path, | would like an opportunity to sort of go through 11 ATTORNEY ZAKAI: No objection. Thank you.

12 that process with the parties. 12 JUDGE THOWSON:  Ckay. Very well.

13 JUDGE THOMPSON:  And staff? 13 And protective orders: PacifiCorp is asking
14 ATTORNEY O BRIEN: Staff would prefer to not 14 for a protective order in the docket. Does any party
15 have the discovery process of listing DRs by topic. That 15 have any objection to that?

16 just creates a lot of extra confusion and work that 16 Ckay. Hearing none.

17 doesn't actually benefit the discovery process or really 17 Electronic filing: The conmission requires

18 give any sort of value add to the process. 18 electronic filing of docunents for formal filings. Do the
19 JUDGE THOWMPSON:  Ckay. 19 parties see any need for subm ssion of paper copies in
20 And public counsel ? 20 this proceedi ng?

21 ATTORNEY SYKES: Public counsel agrees that 21 Ckay, very well. | will be sure to double

22 discovery shoul d proceed as nornal . 22  check on that with the conmi ssioners.

23 JUDGE THOWPSON:  Ckay, very well. 23 The commission's rules provide for electronic
24 AVEC? 24  service of docunents. The commission will serve the

25 ATTORNEY MADSEN:  AVEC agr ees. 25 parties electronically, and the parties are expected to
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1 serve one another electronically. 1
2 If any party has not yet designated a | ead 2 CERTIFI CATE OF REPORTER)
3 representative for service, please do so via enail to nme STATE OF WASHI NGTON )
4  as soon as possible. M emmil address is 3 COUNTY OF KI NG ; 58
5 connor.thonpsont @tc. wa. gov, and Judge Hughes is 4
6  bijan. hughes@tc.wa.gov, if there is any additions for 5 I, Elizabeth Patterson Harvey, a Certified
7 support staff. 6 Court Reporter and Registered Professional Reporter
8 Qthervise, if you would like to add anyone, 7 within and for the State of Washington, do hereby
9 names and emmi| addresses of other representatives or 8 certify under penal ty O.f perjury that .the fére.goi ng | egal
9 recordings were transcribed under ny direction; that |
10 support staff who should receive electronic courtesy 10 received the electronic recording in the proprietary
11 copies of all docunents filed in this proceeding, please 11 format; that | amnot a relative or enployee of any
12  email that to us as well. 12 attorney or counsel enployed by the parties hereto, nor
13 Under VAC 480-07-460(1)(b), the deadline for 13 financially interested in its outcone.
14 filing errata sheets to exhibits may be established in 1 . | N WTNESS WERECF, | have hereunto set ny
15 the prehearing conference order. Does anybody have an 12 hand this 3ist day of My, 2025
16 objection to setting the deadline a week prior to the Eﬁméez‘ﬁ pﬂffem‘on ?/ﬂm/gy
17  evidentiary hearing? 17 Eli zabeth Patterson Harvey
18 | believe that's built into both schedul es, so CCr 2731
19 I"I'l assune the answer is no. GCkay. Very well. We will 18 certified Court R_eporter n
The State of Washi ngton
20 incorporate that date into the prehearing conference 19
21  order. 20
22 And finally, is there anything el se we need to |21 M license expires December 21, 2025
23  address today? 22
24 Ckay. We will issue an order shortly zi
25 containing the procedural schedul e and other guidelines 25
1 for disposition of this case, as well as a protective
2 order. That procedural schedule, we'll have to confer
3 with the conm ssioners, and so it might take a couple of
4 days. But we will get that out as soon as we hear from
5 the conmissioners on that.
6 Wth that, we are adjourned. | hope you all
7 have a good rest of your day and a good weekend as well.
8 Thank you for your appearances this norning.
9 (Proceedi ngs concl uded at 10:07 a.m)
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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