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1 Q:
Please state your name, full job title, and business address.  
2 A:
Ric Boge, Surface Water Manager, Skagit County Public Works Department; 
3 1800 Continental Place, Mount Vernon, WA  98273  

4 Q:
How long have you been employed at your current position?  
5 A:
I have been employed as the Skagit County Surface Water Manager for over 

6 three (3) years.  I have been employed by Skagit County for over seventeen (17) years, 
7 both in my current capacity, and as a Training Administrator for the Skagit County 
8 Administrative Services Department, Lake Management Technician, and Natural 
9 Resources Project Manager for the Skagit County Public Works Department.  
10 Q:
What are your qualifications?  
11 A:
Please see the copy of my resume, attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and fully 

12 incorporated herein by reference.  
13 Q:
Please describe the nature of your position as Skagit County Surface Water Manager. 
14 A:
Please see the copy of my resume (attached hereto as Exhibit “A”).  Please also 

15 see the copy of my job description attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and fully incorporated 

16 herein by reference.  
17 Q:
Has flooding occurred in the vicinity of the Hickox Road crossing?  

18 A:
Yes, in particular, in or about February of 1951 occurred in the vicinity of the 
19 Hickox Road crossing.  Please see the photo depicting said flooding attached hereto as 
20 Exhibit “C” and incorporated by reference.   Attached hereto (and incorporated by 
21 reference) as Exhibit “D” is a copy of the same photo, also depicting the approximate 
22 present location of Interstate 5 (I-5).
23 Q:
Are there levees which are subject to failure located in the vicinity of the 
24 crossing?    
25 A:
Depending on the severity of flooding, all levees along the Skagit River are 
26 subject to failure, including those in the vicinity of the crossing.  Of note, the Dike Road 
27 levee experienced three (3) major failures in 1921.  In this regard, please see the map 
28 depicting major levee failures in the Lower Skagit River Basin attached hereto as Exhibit 
29 “E” and incorporated by reference.  Also note, the levee adjacent to Dike Road along the 
30 main channel and the south fork of the Skagit River has been identified by the US Army 
31 Corps of Engineers as being susceptible to future failure.  In this regard, please see the 
32 map depicting locations of possible future Skagit River levee failures attached hereto as 
33 Exhibit “F” and incorporated by reference.   
34 Q:
Generally speaking, how old are the levees in the vicinity of the Hickox 

35 Road crossing?  
36 A:
Based on the history of major dike failures referenced previously (at Exhibit “E”), 
37 these levees are estimated to be approximately one hundred (100) to one hundred and 
38 twenty five (125) years old.  
39 Q:
Can you specifically recall whether the Hickox Road crossing was used in 

40 past evacuations and/or flood fighting efforts?  
41 A:
Yes, per a personal conversation on October 31, 2007 with Dike District #3 
42 Commissioner, Dave Olsen, the Hickox Road crossing was used for transporting rip rap 
43 for flood fight purposes in the 1990 and 2003 flood events.
44 Q:
Is the Hickox Road Crossing (and properties in the vicinity of the crossing)

45 located within the floodplain?   
46 A:
Yes, both the crossing and virtually every property in the immediate vicinity of the 
47 crossing are located within the designated floodplain.  Please see the copy of the 100 
48 year floodplain map attached hereto as Exhibit “G” and incorporated by reference.  
49 Q:  
Could flooding occur in the vicinity of the crossing in any given flood 

50 season? 

51 A:
Yes, it is definitely possible that flooding could occur in the vicinity of the crossing 
52 in any given flood season.  This is exemplified by the 1951 flood season photo 
53 previously referenced as Exhibit “C.”  Such flooding could occur in the event of a levy 
54 failure or the overtopping of the levee in the vicinity of Hickox Road.  This area is also 
55 extremely vulnerable to flooding in the event of a failure of the left bank levee system 
56 upstream of Hickox Road.  
57 Q:
During a flood (or during periods of high water), do levees in the vicinity 

58 of the Hickox Road crossing require maintenance and monitoring?  

59 A:
Yes, Dike District #3 monitors and as necessary maintains these left bank levees 
60 during a flood or periods of high water.  At the request of the Dike District, agencies 
61 including, but not limited to the US Army Corps of Engineers and Skagit County assist 
62 the District with such efforts.    




DECLARATION.

I, RIC BOGE, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the forgoing PREFILED DIRECT TESTIMONY OF RIC BOGE is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  

DATED this _____ day of November, 2007




____________________________________





Ric Boge  

DATED this _____ day of November, 2007  





_____________________________________





Stephen R. Fallquist, WSBA # 31678





Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, Civil Division





Skagit County 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


Judy Kiesser states and declares as follows:


I am a citizen of the United States of America, over 18 years of age and competent to testify to the matters set forth herein.  On November ____, 2007, I caused to be served by first class mail, postage prepaid, a true and correct copy of the foregoing document entitled PREFILED WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF RIC BOGE on the following:

JOHN LI, MANAGER

PUBLIC PROJECTS

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY

2454 OCCIDENTAL AVE S, STE 1A

SEATTLE WA 98134-1451

BRADLEY P. SCARP, ESQ.

1218 THIRD AVENUE, 27TH FLOOR

SEATTLE, WA 98101

JONATHAN THOMPSON, AAG

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

PO BOX 40128

OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0128

GARY T. JONES

JONES & SMITH

PO BOX 1245

MOUNT VERNON, WA 98273

BRIAN K. SNURE

SNURE LAW OFFICE

612 S 227TH STREET

DES MOINES WA 98198

ADAM E. TOREM 

1300 S. EVERGREEN PARK DR. S.W.  

P.O. BOX 47250  

OLYMPIA, WA  98504-7250  

L. SCOTT LOCKWOOD, AAG

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

PO BOX 40113

OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0113

KEVIN ROGERSON

CITY ATTORNEY

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON

910 CLEVELAND AVE., 

MOUNT VERNON, WA  98273  


DATED this _____ day of November, 2007.  

______________________________________



Judy Kiesser, Legal Assistant
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EXHIBIT “B”
SKAGIT COUNTY SURFACE WATER MANAGER JOB DESCRIPTION
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MAP DEPICTING MAJOR LEVEE FAILURES IN LOWER SKAGIT RIVER BASIN
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    SKAGIT RIVER FLOODPLAIN MAP  
