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COMMISSION STAFF’S MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO RESPOND TO PETITION


1 Introduction.  On October 2, 2014, James and Clifford Courtney jointly filed a petition for a declaratory order with the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission.  On October 3, 2014, the Commission served notice that responses to the petition must be filed no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday, October 20, 2014, pursuant to WAC 480-07-930(3).

2 Motion for extension of time to respond to petition.  Staff of the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (“Staff”) respectfully requests that the Commission extend the time for Staff to file its response until 5:00 p.m. on Friday, November 7, 2014.
3 Counsel for Staff, Assistant Attorney General Julian Beattie, conferred with attorney Michael Bindas, who represents the petitioners.  Mr. Bindas does not oppose Staff’s request to extend Staff’s response deadline to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, November 7, 2014.
4 Legal authority.  Staff requests this extension under WAC 480-07-930(1), which authorizes the Commission to grant exemptions from its procedural rules when consistent with the public interest, the Commission’s regulatory mission, and applicable law.  Staff contends an exemption is warranted here because Staff’s counsel is new to the case and will benefit from additional time to review the complex facts, legal issues, and procedural history presented by this docket.  Additionally, petitioners’ counsel does not oppose this motion.  
5 Staff anticipates that if the Commission grants this motion, it will reserve entry of a declaratory order, if any, until after it receives Staff’s response.  Authority for this procedure exists under the Administrative Procedure Act, at RCW 34.05.240(5).  Under RCW 34.05.240(5)(b), the Commission may “[s]et the matter for specified proceedings to be held no more than ninety days after receipt of the petition.”  Under RCW 34.05.240(5)(c), the Commission may “[s]et a specified time no more than ninety days after receipt of the petition by which it will enter a declaratory order.”
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� WAC 480-07-930(3) provides in relevant part, “Any person may respond to a petition for declaratory order by filing an answer within twenty days after the petition is filed or at such other time as the commission may establish by notice.”





