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Washington UTC
PO Box 47250
Olympia, WA 98504-7250

RE: Remotely Controlled Locomotive Operations in Washington State

This letter is in regard to Doc. #TR-021465. {'m requesting that

into state regulations.

The Federal Railroad Administration has stated that its first priory is to
ensure that remote contiroi operations pose no threat to raiiroad workers or the
general public. As of yet, the FRA has not taken steps toward issuing
enforceable reguiations to govern the use of remote controi technology. They
state limited data is available on which to base a qualified safety analysis. The
Seattle-Everett area properties owned by the Burlington Northern Santa Fe
Railway have had remote operations in.place for approximately 8 months.
Currently, the FRA only recommends that any railroad maintain an appropriate
exposure measure. | am requesting that our state take the initiative toward
developing enforceable regulations governing the use of remotely controlled
locomotives and its components. in addition, to develop a safety exposure matrix
that compels the railroad to document all incidents and accidents concerning
remote control operations.

Freguently, an extra board engineer is called to work on these remote
crews. | believe this is prompted mainly by equipment failures. The FRA only
suggests that railroads have a procedure to capture valid data comparing remote
accident and equipment failure rates with accidents to a crew utilizing an
engineer. Currently, the extra board engineer goes to work under a different job
number than the one that identifies the remote crew. Analyzing data under this
current method gives a deceptive view in favor of the remote operation. it
suggests a higher productivity, efficacy, and safety rate than normally may be
achieved by the remote crew alone. | believe these items must clearly be
separated in order to achieve valid safety data that will be furnished to the FRA.

Please consider hearing arguments from our Washington State Legislative
Board members, Chairman Dr. Mark Ricci and Vice President Mike Elfiott. They
have put in extensive hours developing factual presentations to provide insightful



and useful information for our governing officials, as well as matters of public
education voicing our concerns over this new technology. As it stands now, only
the BNSF controls the decision making power on how remote control issues will
be handled. They decide what safety measures will be provided for railroad
workers as well as the general public. Dr. Ricci's phone is (253) 862-7542. Mike
Efiiott can be reached at (509) 323-2342 . More information is provided in the
enclosed pamphlet. Thank you for taking the time to consider the information in
my letter.

Respecitfully, Y

Valori J. Vance
Locomotive Engineer-BLE
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