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NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS 
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STANDARD PROTECTIVE ORDER  
(Expedited Treatment Requested) 

 

I. RELIEF REQUESTED 

1  In conjunction with the general rate case filed by Northwest Natural Gas Company 

(“NW Natural” or “Company”) on December 31, 2018, NW Natural moves for the entry of the 

standard protective order by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 

(“Commission”) under WAC 480-07-420(1).  NW Natural seeks expedited treatment of this 

motion to ensure that its confidential information is covered by a standard protective order as 

promptly as possible.  NW Natural’s representatives in this proceeding are:  

Lisa Rackner 
Jocelyn Pease 
McDowell Rackner & Gibson PC 
419 SW 11th Avenue, Suite 400 
Portland, OR 97205 
Telephone: (503) 595-3925 
Email: dockets@mrg-law.com 

Zach Kravitz  
Director of Rates and Regulatory Affairs 
NW Natural 
220 NW 2nd Avenue 
Portland, OR 97209 
Telephone: (503) 220-2379 
Email: Zachary.Kravitz@nwnatural.com 
 

II. BACKGROUND AND AUTHORITIES IN SUPPORT  

2  On December 31, 2018, NW Natural filed revised tariff schedules to increase base rates 

for its Washington customers, along with pre-filed direct testimony and exhibits in support of 

the proposed tariff revisions.  NW Natural marked information contained on certain pages of 
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these testimonies and exhibits as confidential.  Pending entry of the Commission’s standard 

protective order, the Company designated this information as confidential under the 

Commission’s general rule on confidentiality, WAC 480-07-160, and under RCW 80.04.095.   

3  The information that NW Natural marked “confidential” in its initial filing includes 

commercially sensitive information regarding confidential and proprietary employee data and 

salary information, confidential information regarding environmental remediation expenses, 

proprietary trade publications, non-public financial information, and a confidential corporate 

organizational structure.  In discovery, parties to this proceeding may request other types of 

information that is commercially valuable to the Company or involves confidential information 

of customers, employees, business counter-parties or other third-parties.  NW Natural has 

minimized the amount of information it designated as confidential to promote the ability of the 

public to review the filing and participate in this case. 

4  The Commission has authority to grant NW Natural’s motion under WAC 480-07-

420(1), which allows the Commission to enter “a standard form of protective order designed 

to promote the free exchange of information and development of the factual record in a 

proceeding when the commission finds that parties reasonably anticipate that discovery or 

evidentiary filings will require information designated as confidential as defined in WAC 480-

07-160 to be disclosed to other parties in the adjudication.”  In turn, WAC 480-07-160 defines 

confidential information as including, among other things, “[v]aluable commercial 

information, including trade secrets or confidential marketing, cost, or financial information, 

or customer-specific usage and network configuration and design information, as provided in 

RCW 80.04.095 or 81.77.210.” 
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