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BACKGROUND 

 

On August 4, 2008, Arthur Wilkowski, owner and operator of Point Recycling and Refuse, the 

certificated solid waste carrier in Point Roberts, contacted the commission about possible illegal 

solid waste hauling in the area.
1
 Mr. Wilkowski requested an investigation into the activities of 

Light Weight Recyclers
2
, reportedly operated by Ronald Calder and David Gellatly. Mr. 

Wilkowski alleged that Light Weight Recyclers was hauling construction waste and dumping it 

into a local gravel pit on Point Roberts. Mr. Wilkowski stated that Charles Sullivan of the 

Whatcom County Health Department classified the activity as illegal dumping and was pursuing 

enforcement action.  

Commission records reveal that Motor Carrier Safety staff first contacted Ronald Calder in June 

2007 about the operations of Light Weight Recyclers. David Gellatly responded on behalf of Mr. 

Calder stating that Light Weight Recyclers did not exist. However, Mr. Gellatly indicated that he 

and Mr. Calder planned to work with a Canadian company to supply bins to Point Roberts’ 

contractors and home owners for the purpose of “removing items such as metal, dry wall, wood 

waste and other recyclable materials that would come from house demolition.” Mr. Gellatly 

stated that Mr. Calder would most likely be driving the vehicle, picking up the bins, and taking 

them to a recycling site in Vancouver, B.C. Commission staff informed Mr. Gellatly that in order 

to provide this service, he would not need a common carrier permit from the commission, but 

would need to obtain the appropriate authority from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 

Administration (FMCSA).
3
 

Based on Mr. Wilkowski’s August 2008 complaint, commission staff initiated a second 

investigation of the activities of Ronald Calder and David Gellatly, assumedly operating Light 

Weight Recyclers. Further research revealed Mr. Calder and/or Mr. Gellatly also operated two 

other transportation companies, J-Man Trucking and Triple K Trucking. Staff added these two 

companies to the investigation. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 See e-mail from Mr. Wilkowski at Appendix A.   

2
 Light Weight Recyclers was sometimes referred to as “Lightweight Recycling” and “Lite” Weight Recyclers by 

other parties during the investigation. 
3
 See June 2007 letter from Mr. Gellatly and excerpt from July 2007 e-mail from David Pratt at Appendix B. 
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STAFF INVESTIGATION 

 

Contact with Whatcom County Health Department 

 

David Pratt, Assistant Director for Transportation Safety, followed up with Mr. Sullivan at the 

Whatcom County Health Department on August 13 regarding the complaint by Mr. Wilkowski. 

Mr. Sullivan determined that Light Weight Recyclers had hauled at least one load of construction 

debris to a gravel pit in Point Roberts.  

Mr. Sullivan summarized the results of his investigation in a memo dated October 1, 2008, to 

commission staff.
4
 Mr. Sullivan reported that he met with Mr. Calder at the gravel pit on  

August 19, 2008. At that time, all of the solid waste Mr. Sullivan had requested be removed was 

gone. Mr. Calder reportedly hauled the construction waste to Urban Woodwaste Recyclers and 

metal waste to Amex, both located in Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Mr. Sullivan told Mr. Calder that if he wanted to continue hauling and processing solid 

waste/recyclables, he must register with the Washington State Department of Ecology (DOE) 

and the commission. Mr. Sullivan felt Mr. Calder “clearly understood” that all activity in the pit 

was to cease, and that before he or Light Weight Recyclers continued operations, Mr. Calder 

must assure compliance with commission, DOE, and Whatcom County Health Department 

regulations. 

Compliance Letter  

On September 18, 2008, the commission sent a letter to Mr. Gellatly and Mr. Calder regarding 

the information received from the Whatcom County Health Department.
5
  

The letter informed Mr. Gellatly and Mr. Calder of the following points: 

 If a company transports property for hire between points within Washington State, it must 

obtain a common carrier permit from the commission.  

 If a company transports property for hire between countries (i.e., between the United 

States and Canada), it must be registered with the FMCSA.  

 If a company offers recycling pick up services in Washington, it must be registered with 

the Washington Department of Ecology.  

 If a company hauls solid waste, it must obtain authority from the commission to do so. 

 Even if a company operates out of Canada, it must obtain the required licenses and 

permits to operate in Washington State. 

                                                           
4
 See memo from Charles Sullivan at Appendix C. 

5
 See Sept. 18 commission compliance letter at Appendix D. 
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According to commission staff’s research, Light Weight Recyclers has no common carrier 

permit from the commission and is not registered with the FMCSA. In addition, staff found no 

record of a business license for Light Weight Recyclers through Washington’s Department of 

Licensing (DOL). Staff did find business license information for J-Man Trucking, listing Mr. 

Calder and Mr. Gellatly as governing people. J-Man Trucking does not have a common carrier 

permit from the commission and is not registered with the FMCSA.  

Mr. Gellatly and Mr. Calder were asked to respond in writing by October 2, 2008, with the 

following information: 

1. A description of the services being provided in Point Roberts.  

2. The name(s) of the company (or companies) under which services are being provided. 

3. A list of locations/facilities where the company (or companies) currently hauls material 

for disposal and/or recycling, including the name and address of each location/facility. 

4. A description of whether or not the company (or companies) have the appropriate 

licenses and permits to provide service as described above, including all current license 

and permit numbers.  

5. The date by which Mr. Gellatly and Mr. Calder would apply to the appropriate federal 

and/or state agencies.  

David Gellatly Response 

Mr. Gellatly requested an extension to respond the commission’s letter until October 16 and sent 

his response on October 13.
6
 In the response, Mr. Gellatly stated that the allegations that Mr. 

Calder was doing business as Light Weight Recyclers and had admitted hauling construction 

materials and recycling were incorrect. According to Mr. Gellatly, Mr. Calder admitted he was 

responsible for the gravel pit, which belongs to a person named Jason McDougall. Mr. Calder 

and Mr. McDougall had an agreement that Mr. Calder would clean up the pit, which Mr. Gellatly 

claimed has long been used by residents of Point Roberts as a dumping ground.  

In response to question 2, Mr. Gellatly provided the following information: 

Light Weight Recyclers: Mr. Gellatly stated that Light Weight Recyclers is the DBA for a 

Canadian company called R&D Tidy Bins. Mr. Calder has been driving truck for Light Weight 

Recyclers and removing recyclable construction debris from locations in Point Roberts, then 

delivering it to Urban Woodwaste Recyclers located in Vancouver, BC. Mr. Gellatly claimed 

that several months ago when Mr. Calder was ill, another person took over truck driving duties. 

During that time, according to Mr. Gellatly, the substitute driver unloaded a large shipment of 

recyclable debris at the gravel pit rather than taking it for recycling. This was the material that 

the Whatcom County Health Department took issue with. Mr. Gellatly stated that this was not 

the way operations are usually conducted and that, upon his return, Mr. Calder admitted 

                                                           
6
 See October 13 letter from Mr. Gellatly at Appendix E.  
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responsibility for the pit and ensured the materials were removed and “disposed of” at Urban 

Woodwaste Recyclers.  

 

J-Man Trucking: Mr. Gellatly stated that J-Man Trucking is also a Canadian company which 

operates in British Columbia and Point Roberts. J-Man Trucking operates a dump truck which 

delivers aggregate and soil to Point Roberts from Delta, Surrey, Vancouver and Richmond BC. 

Mr. Gellatly stated that J-Man is registered in Washington State and the Ministry of Transport in 

Canada, and maintains good standing with the National Safety Code. Mr. Gellatly stated that it 

was his understanding that deliveries to an area considered a “Port of Entry” do not require 

federal authority, and he believed Point Roberts to be within a Port of Entry. Mr. Gellatly stated 

that if he had misunderstood the matter of federal authority, they would reinstate Mr. Calder’s 

US Department of Transportation (DOT) number 826699. 

Licenses and Registrations 

Commission staff found the following information regarding several business licenses and 

registrations for Mr. Calder and Mr. Gellatly.  

Business Name Owners UBI # USDOT # CC Permit # 

Ronald Calder 

d/b/a Triple K 

Trucking 

Ronald Calder 601930677 826699 

Inactive 

 

CC-59528 

Cancelled for lack of 

insurance on 1/28/05 

J-Man Trucking David Gellatly 

Ronald Calder 

602378777 No No 

R&D Tidy Bins 

d/b/a Light Weight 

Recyclers 

Unknown No No No 

Freedom 2000, 

LLC 

David Gellatly 602856625 No No 

 

The US DOT number referred to by Mr. Gellatly actually belongs to a company called Triple K 

Trucking, a sole proprietorship owned by Mr. Calder. The FMCSA reports that there is a DOT 

number for the company, but the operating authority has been inactivated for lack of insurance. 

The common carrier permit for Triple K Trucking was cancelled by the commission in 2005, 

also for lack of insurance coverage. 

Commission staff could find no record of a company called R&D Tidy Bins or Light Weight 

Recyclers registered with either DOL or the state Department of Revenue. When asked for the 

company’s ownership and contact information, Mr. Gellatly did not provide it. Instead, he 

responded as follows: 

“Please be advised that in the letter which was sent to your attention regarding the subject matter, 

it was clearly outlined that R & D Tidy Bins was a Canadian company and was not registered in 
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the State of Washington. Furthermore, It was also outlined that we were in the process of 

negotiating the purchase of this company. 

As of this past weekend we have completed our negotiations, and will be acquiring this 

company’s operations, which are in Canada. Once we have finalized the transaction, we will be 

registering the new LLC in British Columbia and will also file a Foreign Limited Liability 

Company Registration with the Secretary of State of Washington. It is anticipated that all matters 

should be complete for the beginning of 2009. 

At that time we will provide your offices with all of the pertinent details if you so wish.”
7
 

Port of Entry 

Mr. Gellatly stated that it was his understanding that deliveries to an area considered the Port of 

Entry do not require federal authority, and he believed Point Roberts to be within the Port of 

Entry.  

Commission staff contacted Roger Kraft with the FMCSA for clarification and received this 

response: 

“All motor carriers operating in interstate commerce (crossing state lines or international 

borders into or out of the U.S. or transporting interstate freight) are required to register 

with FMCSA for a US DOT number, this number signifies that the motor carrier is 

subject to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations. This is not operating authority it 

is simply a registration for a number through which the FMCSA can monitor safe 

operations. 

All motor carriers with DOT numbers operating in interstate commerce are subject to the 

UCR requirements. 

Operating authority is required for motor carriers hauling commodities “for hire”, 

transporting property in interstate commerce for others. There are some commercial zone 

exceptions for this authority which are often misunderstood and which I believe the 

Calder/Gallety (sic) letter you attached makes reference.”
8
 

The “UCR requirements” referred to by Mr. Kraft relate to the Unified Carrier Registration 

program (UCR). Created by federal legislation, UCR requires individuals and companies that 

operate commercial motor vehicles in interstate or international commerce, or individuals or 

companies that make the arrangements for the transportation of cargo and goods, to register their 

businesses and pay an annual fee based on the size of their fleet. The commission administers the 

UCR program for Washington State. 

 

                                                           
7
 See an excerpt from an e-mail from Mr. Gellatly dated December 1, 2008 at Appendix F. 

8
 See e-mail from Roger Kraft at Appendix G. 
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Communication with the Department of Ecology  

Staff from the DOE contacted commission staff in September 2008 and provided a copy of a 

letter from Diana Wadley to Mr. Calder and Mr. Gellatly regarding Light Weight Recyclers 

collecting recyclables in Point Roberts.
9
 The letter explained the 2005 legislation requiring all 

commercial transporters of recyclable materials to register with DOE and included a registration 

form for transporters of recyclable materials. The registration form was due to DOE within 30 

days. 

Mr. Gellatly responded on October 13, stating that he wanted to ensure the company was 

operating in a manner consistent with the law. The transporter of recyclables registration form, 

however, was not returned or completed. Mr. Gellatly referred to Freedom 2000, LLC’s 

application to the commission for solid waste authority in Point Roberts, stating that if the 

commission approved the application, the company would institute curbside and commercial 

recycling.
10

  

Ms. Wadley responded on October 24, stating that regardless of any past or pending decisions by 

the commission, if the company’s activities designate the company as a transporter of 

recyclables, DOE requires the company to register.
11

 Mr. Gellatly was given 14 days to respond. 

As of November 19, 2008, DOE had received no response. 

On November 25, Ms. Wadley sent another letter, advising Mr. Gellatly and Mr. Calder that 

DOE made a determination that Light Weight Recyclers was collecting recyclables in Point 

Roberts. Ms. Wadley advised Mr. Gellatly and Mr. Calder that DOE would pursue enforcement 

action, including possible monetary penalties, if Light Weight Recyclers did not either register as 

a transporter of recyclables or show evidence that the company does not meet the criteria in the 

law. Mr. Gellatly and Mr. Calder have until December 8 to respond. 

Advertising 

Ms. Wadley provided commission staff with copy of an advertisement by Light Weight 

Recyclers in the October issue of the All Point Bulletin, a community newspaper in Point 

Roberts.
12

 The advertisement states, “Demolition, wood waste, cars, scrap metal, appliances. 

Bins available in various sizes from 6-30 yards. Larger bins available upon request. (No green 

waste or garbage at this time.)” Ron Calder is listed as the contact in the advertisement. 

  

                                                           
9
 See September 24 letter from Diana Wadley to Mr. Gellatly and Mr. Calder at Appendix H. 

10
 See October 13 response from Mr. Gellatly to Diana Wadley at Appendix I.  

11
 See October 24 response from Diana Wadley to Mr. Gellatly and Mr. Calder at Appendix J. 

12
 See advertisement for Light Weight Recyclers at Appendix K. 
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SUMMARY 

The commission’s Transportation Safety Enforcement staff investigated information that David 

Gellatly and Ronald Calder, doing business as Light Weight Recyclers, transported construction 

waste materials to a gravel pit in Point Roberts and subsequently to a recycling facility in 

Canada. 

Commission staff determined it does not have enough independent evidence to demonstrate 

which company actually transported the construction waste material to the gravel pit. Because 

staff was unable to obtain any sort of contact or business information for Light Weight 

Recyclers, staff could not verify the company’s operations. 

According to Mr. Gellatly, Light Weight Recyclers and J-Man Trucking currently transport 

goods for hire between Washington and Canada. It appears that neither company is required to 

have a common carrier permit issued by the commission since their transportation business is 

international and not intrastate. Both companies, however, must immediately obtain a US DOT 

number and register with the UCR program. Commission staff was unable to determine if Triple 

K Trucking is currently operating. If the company is operating in a manner similar to Light 

Weight Recyclers and J-Man Trucking, it must activate its US DOT number and register with the 

UCR program. Commission staff will provide FMCSA staff with a copy of this report for their 

reference and appropriate action.  

 

Light Weight Recyclers is not currently licensed to do business in Washington and is not 

registered with the Department of Ecology as a transporter of recyclable materials. Commission 

staff will advise the state departments of Licensing and Revenue that Light Weight Recyclers 

appears to be operating without a business license (UBI number). The DOE is currently 

considering enforcement action if Light Weight Recyclers does not register as a transporter of 

recyclable materials by mid-December.  
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Appendix A 

From: arthur wilkowski [mailto:arthur@pointroberts.net]  

Sent: Monday, August 04, 2008 2:22 PM 

To: Danner, Dave (UTC) 

Cc: brad@wrra.org; Council Council; Charles Sullivan 

Subject: Illegal hauling by Light Weight Recyclers 

 

Dear Mr. Danner, 

 I am requesting that the WUTC conduct in investigation into the activities of Light Weight 

Recyclers which is operated by Ron Calder and David Gellately.  This Company is hauling 

construction waste and dumping in the local gravel pit.  Gravel Pit is misleading, this is zoned 

residential property that hasn't operated as a gravel pit for decades.  There is currently 

no zoned or legally permitted activity other than residential housing.  Charles Sullivan of the 

Whatcom County Health Department has classified this activity as the illegal dumping of 

garbage and is pursuing enforcement action against the property owner and against the 

contractor who hired Light Weight Recyclers to haul for them.  Your enforcement staff should 

contact Charles at 360-676-7624 so that they can pursue the matter from the hauling end. 

 The issue of whether Light Weight Recyclers is hauling garbage or recycling materials for 

Alternative Daily Cover will be dealt with at a future date; however, this dumping is clearly the 

illegal hauling of garbage and subject to enforcement action. 

 My research indicates that Light Weight Recyclers is lacking even the fundamental permits and 

licenses to operate as a business.  There appears to be no State Business License, no Federal 

or State Trucking Permits or Licenses, the vehicles are not licensed in this state.  They are not 

registered with the Department of Ecology as a recycling transporter, even though Ecology does 

not consider Alternative Daily Cover to be recycling.  I do not believe that they are even 

registered with the WUTC as a common carrier. 

 The WUTC not only needs to investigate the dumping activity but also needs to verify all permit 

and license requirements of Light Weight Recyclers so that the information may be Whatcom 

County in their investigation. 

  

Sincerely,  

   

Arthur Wilkowski 

Point Recycling and Refuse  
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
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Appendix D 
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Appendix F 

 
 
From: David Gellatly [david@kordlyn.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2008 8:42 AM 
To: Young, Betty (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Please Read and Respond ASAP 
 
Dear Ms. Young 
 
Please be advised that in the letter which was sent to your attention regarding the subject matter, it was 
clearly outlined that R & D Tidy Bins was a Canadian company and was not registered in the State of 
Washington. Furthermore, It was also outlined that we were in the process of negotiating the purchase 
of this company. 
 
As of this past weekend we have completed our negotiations, and will be acquiring this company’s 
operations, which are in Canada. Once we have finalized the transaction, we will be registering the new 
LLC in British Columbia and will also file a Foreign Limited Liability Company Registration with the 
Secretary of State of Washington. It is anticipated that all matters should be complete for the beginning 
of 2009. 
 
At that time we will provide your offices with all of the pertinent details if you so wish. 
 
Thank you, 
 
David Gellatly 
 
From: Young, Betty (UTC) [mailto:BYoung@utc.wa.gov]  

Sent: Monday, December 01, 2008 8:07 AM 
To: David Gellatly 

Subject: FW: Please Read and Respond ASAP 
Importance: High 

 
Mr. Gellatly – Please provide the information requested below by Wednesday, December 3.  
 
Betty Young 

Compliance Specialist 

Transportation Safety 

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 

Phone: 360-664-1202 

Fax: 360-586-1172 

 
From: Young, Betty (UTC)  

Sent: Monday, November 24, 2008 9:19 AM 

To: 'David Gellatly' 
Subject: RE: Letter from David Danner 

Importance: High 

 
Mr. Gellatly –  
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I’m still in the process of looking into this matter and need some additional information. I have been 
unable to locate any sort of company information or business license registration in Washington for 
Light Weight Recyclers which you stated is a DBA for R&D Tidy Bins.  
 
Please provide the following as soon as possible: 
 

 Contact information for R&D Tidy Bins d/b/a Light Weight Recyclers including company owner’s 
name, address, phone number, and website address, if any. 

 UBI # for R&D Tidy Bins d/b/a Light Weight Recyclers 
 

 
Thank you.  
 
 
Betty Young 

Compliance Specialist 

Transportation Safety 

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 

Phone: 360-664-1202 

Fax: 360-586-1172 
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Appendix G 

 

From: roger.kraft@dot.gov 
Sent: Friday, October 17, 2008 10:15 AM 
To: Young, Betty (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Our phone conversation 
 
All motor carriers operating in interstate commerce (crossing state lines or international borders into or out 
of the U.S. or transporting interstate freight) are required to register with FMCSA for a US DOT number, 
this number signifies that the motor carrier is subject to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations. 
This is not operating authority it is simply a registration for a number through which the FMCSA can 
monitor safe operations. 
  
All motor carriers with DOT numbers operating in interstate commerce are subject to the UCR 
requirements. 
  
Operating authority is required for motor carriers hauling commodities “for hire”, transporting property in 
interstate commerce for others. There are some commercial zone exceptions for this authority which are 
often misunderstood and which I believe the Calder/Gallety letter you attached makes reference 
  
Mr. Calder has a valid DOT number under Triple K Trucking however his operating authority has been 
inactivated for lack of insurance. 
  
I could find no DOT numbers for any of the other motor carriers referenced in you email or attached 
letters. 
  
Roger Kraft, State Programs Mgr. 
FMCSA 

Washington Division 

360-753-9429 

Fax 360-753-9024  

 
From: Young, Betty (UTC) [mailto:BYoung@utc.wa.gov]  

Sent: Friday, October 17, 2008 8:19 AM 
To: Kraft, Roger <FMCSA> 

Subject: Our phone conversation 
  
Hi Roger – thanks for taking a look at this. Attached are the following documents: 
  

1.       A copy of a Sept. 18 letter from the UTC to Mr. Gellatly and Mr. Calder regarding the hauling of 
materials in Pt. Roberts.  

2.       A copy of the Oct. 13 response from Mr. Gellatly.  
  
Our stated position in our letter is that if a company transports property for hire between points within 
Washington, it must obtain a common carrier permit from the UTC. Also, if a company transports 
property for hire between countries, it must be registered with the FMCSA. As I mentioned to you on 
the phone, we are trying to verify what Mr. Gellatly says in this portion of his response:  
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To clarify, J Man Trucking has a UBI number in Washington, but no common carrier permit or UCR 
registration. The other company referenced in the letter (Light Weight Recyclers d/b/a R&D Tidy Bins) 
has no UBI number in Washington, no common carrier permit and no UCR registration. 
  
I look forward to talking with you about this.  
  
  
Betty Young 
Compliance Specialist 
Transportation Safety 
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 
Phone: 360-664-1202 
Fax: 360-586-1172 
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Appendix H 
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Appendix I 
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Appendix J 
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Appendix K 

 


