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Recommendation:
Direct the Staff to prepare a Rule Adoption Order for Commissioner’s review to adopt WAC 480-75-390, Valve Spacing and Rapid Shutdown, as detailed in Attachment A.

Discussion:

On July 26, 2002, during its regularly scheduled open meeting, the Commission approved the amendment, repeal, and adoption of rules in chapter 480-75 WAC, with the exception of WAC 480-75-390, Valve Spacing and Rapid Shutdown.  The Commission determined that the language in WAC 480-75-390 warranted further discussion by stakeholders.  Accordingly, the Commission continued the adoption hearing for WAC 480-75-390 to November 15, 2002.  

Staff prepared a draft of the rule and sent the draft language to stakeholders on September 13, 2002.  The Commission held a stakeholder meeting on October 7, 2002, to discuss the draft rule language.  In addition, Staff participated in numerous phone discussions with stakeholders on the draft language.  

Staff and the stakeholders have reached consensus rule language for WAC 480-75-390, Valve Spacing and Rapid Shutdown.  If adopted, this rule will be included under the Design section of  chapter 480-75 WAC. 

The proposed language is:

480-75-390 Valve Spacing and Rapid Shutdown  (1) Companies must have procedures to rapidly locate and isolate reportable releases from a pipeline.
(2) When determining the type of valve to be used, its location, and its shut-off time,  Companies must consider the following:

(a) terrain,

(b) geohazards, 

(c) drainage, and

(d) type and condition of the pipe.

(3)  Whenever a new rapid shutdown valve is to be installed, a surge analysis must be conducted to ensure that the surge pressure in the pipeline will not exceed 110 percent of the Maximum Operating Pressure as a result of a rapid valve closure.


Comments

WAC 480-75-390  Valve Spacing and Rapid Shutdown

Olympic Pipeline (Olympic) suggests changing the word “procedures” in sentence one to “the ability to.”  

Staff Response

Staff disagrees.  Staff believes that companies need a written procedure in their Operation and Maintenance manual that describes how a company will rapidly shutdown and isolate a leak.

Comment

Olympic suggests changing the word “age” in the second sentence to “condition.”

Staff Response

Staff agrees. The revised rule language incorporates this change.

Comment

Stakeholder, Rick Kupewicz, of Accufacts Inc., suggests adding the word “type” to sentence two.
Staff Response

Staff agrees.  The revised rule language incorporates this change.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Staff recommends that the Commission direct the Staff to prepare a Rule Adoption Order for Commissioner’s review to adopt WAC 480-75-390, Valve Spacing and  Rapid Shutdown, as detailed above.  
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