CITY OF RENTON R
Lo . Mayor
Kathy Keolker-Wheeler

A August 27 2004

,,.,'Carole J Washburn Execut1ve Secretary

“ 'Washington Utilities and. Transportatlon Comm1ssmn
- P.O.Box 47250 . : '

'~'Olymp1a WA 98504 7250

Subject Comments on Proposed Rule Makmg, Chapter 480-93 WAC

Dear Ms Washburn

» _The followmg are comments from the C1ty of Renton regardlng the proposed changes to the
Gas P1pel1ne Safety Rule Chapter 480 93 WAC : - B

R /) Valve Mamtenance Program (WAC 480-93-100 (5))

: Th1s section deals thh requlrements fora wmtten Valve mamtenance program The effectlve

‘date of the rule is January 1,2008. This gives the p1pe11ne companies more than three years . -

- to comply,’ which seems 11ke an extended period of time for a program that should already be cl el
~in place We feel that the trme ﬁame should be reduced to 2006 or 2007 at the latest ’

o .2) Plpelme Markers (WAC 480-93-124)

o We feel that there should be a time frame for an 1mt1al survey of p1pelme markers and then a. .
__corrective action’ schedule to install new markers or replace missing or damaged markers. By =
" “conducting an. initial survey, the p1pel1ne company can verlfy the locatlons of exrstmg

S . -markers and update maps that are requlred in sect1on (6)

- " :3) Increasmg Maxtmum Allowable Operatmg Pressure (WAC 480-93-1 55)

r In addrtlon to subm1tt1ng a wrltten plan to the ¢ commlssmn pr1or to mcreasmg the max1mum e

L allowable operatmg pressure (MAOP) local fire and bu11d1ng officials should also be not1ﬁed.' AR
~If the increase in‘ 'MAOP causes problems down the line, the fire departments will be the first -

- ones to respond Tt-would be beneﬁc1al to’ know that the system has been checked tnoroughly‘ S

' before pressures are 1ncreased L : : S S -

' 4) Reportmg Requlrements of Proposed Constructton (WAC 480-93-1 60)

- ~ The. amendatory sect1on does not state to whom the gas compames must report lt is. assumed’ L

U local bulldmg and ﬁre departments The sectlon 1ncludes exemptlons for emergency repalrs

This exemptlon is understandable but local fire and bu11d1ng ofﬁ01als should be notlﬁed of
every repa1r e1ther 1n wr1t1ng or verbally ‘ / SRS S

r 5) T ests and Reports Jfor Pzpelmes (WAC 480-93-1 70)

o Sectlon (1)(b) states that the operator must notlfy the approprlate publ1c ofﬁc1als when the test L
L medlum is to be a. gas or compre551ble ﬂu1d We feel that 1t 1s 1mportant to name the ofﬁc1als
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: such as bu11d1ng or ﬁre SO that there is no confus1on about who should be notlﬁed It would.i PR

; .'also be adv1sab1e to notlfy the local 911 dlspatch 1n case calls are recelved durmg the test

S '6) Leakage Classy" catzons and Actlon Crzterta (WAC 480— 3-1 86)

o . We understand the need to cla351fy leaks and prlorltrze repalrs but 1t is our feehng that no SR

< leaks are acceptable The local fire department should be notified when leaks are 1dent1ﬁed
S 'and 1n add1t10n should be supphed w1th the plans and schedule for repalr of these leaks

- ;‘QWe apprec1ate the opportumty to comment i’ '

* Sincerely,

i Kathy Keolker-Wheeler '
_Mayor SOV
4 ‘04 126/KKW mp
S 'Ce: Jay Covmgton CAO N
..Gregg Zimmerman; PBPW Adml_mstrator R
* Fire Chief A. Lee Wheeler - .
" Députy Chief Art Larson -

o *“Deputy. Chief Larry Rude i_' S RN
' \Flre Marshal Stan Engler




