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Tariff 15-C, Relating to Intrastate

Transportation of Household Goods MODIFYING TARIFF 15-C

BACKGROUND

On December 23, 2025, the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
(Commission) issued Order 01 in Docket TV-250890, ordering a 25 percent increase to
the top of the banded rates published in Tariff 15-C and requiring Commission Staff
(Staff) to open a rulemaking to further revise the Commission’s household goods carrier
rules and Tariff 15-C. Also in Order 01, the Commission ordered Staff to conduct an
economic study of household goods carriers, that a report be filed based on the results of
that study, and that the report be considered as part of the rulemaking.

Earlier, on June 27, 2024, the Commission had issued Order 08 in Docket TV-210535
immediately increasing the banded rates published in Tariff 15-C and requiring
Commission Staff (Staff) to increase the banded rates to match inflation to be effective
every January.

In December 2024, in Docket TV-240781, the Commission ordered the top of the band to
be adjusted for inflation as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, for the Seattle
metro area. Members of the Washington Movers Conference (WMC) filed written
comments and were present at the associated Open Meeting to share verbal comments.
Staff and the industry met throughout the following year to better understand the direct
impact within the industry.

On April 30, 2026, the Commission entered Order 01 in this docket, which authorized a
3.35 percent increase to the maximum rate band in Tariff 15-C effective May 1, 2026, and
expiring July 31, 2026. The Commission determined that a temporary increase was
appropriate due to geopolitical conflict that has influenced commodity prices, including
the cost for diesel fuel.

As the supplemental increase to the maximum band is set to expire, Staff recommends
that the Commission enter an order allowing for a supplemental increase of 5.8 percent to



DOCKET TV-260270 PAGE 2
ORDER 02

all maximum rates in Tariff 15-C due to the highly volatile and variable costs of fuel this
year. Staff states that a 5.8 percent increase is appropriate based on an averaging of fuel
expense increases for short (60 mile) and long (300 mile) household goods trips from
January 31, 2026, to July 13, 2026. Staff also recommends that the 5.8 percent increase
become effective August 1, 2026, and expire on October 31, 2026. Staff explains that it
does not recommend a longer extension of the proposed increase because of the frequent
changes to fuel prices this year.

DISCUSSION

Order 01 in this docket temporarily increased the maximum band of Tariff 15-C by 3.35
percent to address the impacts of increases in inflation and fuel costs on regulated
household goods carriers. As Order 01 is set to expire, we note that Order 01
contemplated an extension of the temporary increase on the maximum band of Tariff 15-
C where appropriate.' The Commission has reviewed Staff’s analysis in support of its
recommended 5.8 percent increase to the maximum band of Tariff 15-C and agrees that a
temporary increase of 5.8 percent is warranted based on increased fuel costs. As such, the
Commission agrees with Staff’s recommendation to approve Tariff 15-C Supplement
2026-2 to allow a temporary increase to the top rate band of Tariff 15-C of 5.8 percent
effective August 1, 2026, and expiring on October 31, 2026.

As in Order 01, the Commission notes that it expects to consider evidence regarding
increased commodity prices, including increase fuel costs, as part of the rulemaking
required by the Commission in Docket TV-250890. The Commission recently issued a
CR-101 Notice of Opportunity to File Comments on July 17, 2026, in Docket TV-260478
regarding the rulemaking ordered in Docket TV-250890.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

(1) The Commission is an agency of the State of Washington vested by statute with
the authority to regulate the rates, regulations, practices, accounts, and affiliated
interests of public service companies, including household goods carriers.

(2) The household goods carrier industry is a highly competitive market both
amongst movers and other unregulated methods of moving household goods.

"'Order 01 at 3 9 12.
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3) This matter came before the Commission at its regularly scheduled open meeting
on July 30, 2026.

4) The Commission finds it reasonable to approve Tariff 15-C Supplement 2026-2
temporarily increasing the top band of Tariff 15-C by 5.8 percent, effective
August 1, 2026, expiring October 31, 2026.

(5) The Commission further finds that granting the requested temporary authority
addresses the economic disruptions that have occurred since the beginning of
2026, while allowing the Commission to address this topic within the rulemaking
in Docket TV-250890.

ORDER
THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

(1) Commission Staff shall file revisions to Tariff 15-C, increasing the maximum rate
band by 5.8 percent effective August 1, 2026, and expiring October 31, 2026.

(2) The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter to effectuate the
provisions of this Order.

DATED at Lacey, Washington, and effective July 30, 2026.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

BRIAN J. RYBARIK, Chair

ANN E. RENDAHL, Commissioner

MILTON H. DOUMIT, Commissioner
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