
1 
 

BEFORE THE WASHINGTON STATE UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO. UT-240951 — Ziply Fiber Northwest, LLC 

MOTION TO INTERVENE AND PETITION OF MEDIATUBE CORP. FOR SUSPENSION OF 

PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE AND, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, STAY OF APPROVAL OF THE BCE HOLDING 

CORPORATION ACQUISITION OF ZIPLY FIBER NORTHWEST, LLC 

 

MOTION TO INTERVENE 

Pursuant to WAC 480-07-355, MediaTube Corp. (“MediaTube”) respectfully moves to intervene 

in Docket UT-240951 (Ziply Fiber Northwest, LLC). 

MediaTube is a Canadian corporation with shareholders in both the United States and Canada. 

MediaTube has a direct and substantial interest in this proceeding because BCE Holding 

Corporation (“BCE”), the proposed acquirer of Ziply Fiber Northwest, LLC (“Ziply Fiber”), is the 

parent company of Bell Canada, a party with which MediaTube has ongoing legal disputes 

involving substantiated allegations of fraud, perjury, and altered court evidence. 

These allegations raise serious public interest and corporate governance issues directly relevant 

to the Commission’s review of this transaction. Good cause exists for late intervention because 

the documentary evidence supporting these allegations was provided to BCE’s Board of 

Directors and relevant regulators only in recent months, during the pendency of this docket. 

Granting intervention will assist the Commission in evaluating whether BCE meets the standards 

of honesty, integrity, and compliance required of an owner of Washington State 

telecommunications assets. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

MediaTube respectfully petitions the Washington State Utilities and Transportation Commission 

(“Commission”) to immediately stay the approval of the BCE Holding Corporation (“BCE”) 

acquisition of Ziply Fiber Northwest, LLC (“Ziply Fiber”) because BCE’s principal operating 

company, Bell Canada, is currently in procedural default in Federal Court over substantiated 

allegations of fraud, perjury, and altered evidence. 

This is not a past dispute or speculative claim — the default is ongoing as of the date of this 

filing, in a case BCE has known about since April 28, 2025 and has chosen not to defend. Under 

Washington State law, proper corporate governance is a mandatory criterion for controlling 

regulated telecommunications assets. 
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Allowing a company in active court default over serious integrity violations to take over 

Washington State’s critical telecom infrastructure would: 

• Permanently weaken the Commission’s ability to enforce compliance; 

• Expose Washington State customers to measurable risk of degraded service, higher 

costs, and anti-competitive conduct; and 

• Undermine public trust in the regulatory process. 

This petition does not ask the Commission to adjudicate the fraud allegations themselves, but 

to recognize that an unresolved default in court over such allegations is incompatible with the 

standards of corporate governance, honesty, integrity, and regulatory compliance required to 

operate in Washington State. 

 

II. BACKGROUND 

MediaTube is a Canadian corporation with shareholders in both the United States and Canada. 

On April 28, 2025 and May 9, 2025, MediaTube formally notified the BCE Board of Directors of 

detailed evidence supporting allegations of fraud and perjury by Bell Canada executives and 

employees, including altered court evidence and sworn testimony later admitted to be false. 

On June 23, 2025, MediaTube filed a motion in the Federal Court of Canada detailing these 

allegations. The Court directed Bell Canada to file a responding motion of defence by July 4, 

2025. As of August 11, 2025, Bell Canada has filed no reply, and the June 23, 2025 motion 

remains unopposed. Bell Canada is therefore in procedural default of a Federal Court order. 

Over five months have passed since BCE’s Board was made aware of these allegations. BCE has 

failed to make any public release or securities disclosure in the United States or in Canada 

regarding this matter, despite being subject to U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) 

rules requiring disclosure of material litigation. 

 

III. GROUNDS FOR RELIEF 

1. Imminent and Irreversible Harm if the Transaction Closes Before Resolution 

If the Commission allows BCE to acquire Ziply Fiber now, Washington State customers will be 

placed under the control of an operator in active procedural default in a foreign federal court 

over allegations of fraud, perjury, and altered evidence. 
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• Once the transfer of control is complete, unwinding or conditioning the transaction 

would be disruptive to customers and could cause extended service instability. 

• BCE’s documented history of regulatory violations (including CRTC penalties, anti-

competitive conduct, and data breaches) shows a pattern that could materially degrade 

service quality and increase customer costs in Washington State within months. 

2. Regulatory Governance and Integrity Concerns Directly Impacting Washington State 

The Commission has a statutory duty to ensure that regulated carriers operate with honesty, 

integrity, and compliance. BCE’s ongoing court default, coupled with multiple findings of anti-

competitive conduct and misrepresentation by Bell Canada, demonstrates a present lack of 

corporate governance. This risk is magnified where BCE will directly control Washington State’s 

critical telecom infrastructure through Ziply Fiber. 

3. Failure to Disclose Material Legal Risks to U.S. Investors and Regulators 

BCE is listed on the NYSE as a foreign private issuer and is bound by SEC disclosure rules, 

including: 

• Exchange Act Rule 13a-16 (Form 6-K requirement to promptly disclose material 

litigation); 

• Rule 10b-5 (prohibiting omissions of material facts necessary to make statements not 

misleading); 

• Regulation FD (prohibiting selective disclosure to certain parties without public release); 

and 

• Sarbanes–Oxley Act. §§302, 906 (requiring CEO/CFO certification that disclosures are 

complete and accurate). 

The active court default over allegations of fraud and perjury is material under U.S. securities 

law because it presents a foreseeable risk of financial loss, reputational damage, and 

operational restrictions affecting BCE’s U.S. operations. 

BCE’s failure to make timely disclosure of this litigation since April 2025 deprives U.S. investors 

— and this Commission — of transparency needed to evaluate BCE’s corporate governance 

ability. If BCE is willing to withhold this material fact from U.S. regulators, there is a direct and 

credible risk it would likewise withhold material compliance information from the Commission, 

undermining its ability to safeguard Washington State consumers. 
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4. Public Interest Mandate 

Under WAC 480-07-825, the Commission may grant a stay to prevent harm to the public 

interest. Allowing this transaction to close before resolution of the court default would: 

• Expose Washington State consumers to heightened service, pricing, and competition 

risks; 

• Undermine public trust in the regulatory process; and 

• Weaken the Commission’s ability to enforce compliance conditions after the sale closes. 

 

IV. EVIDENCE SUBMITTED 

The following exhibits accompany this petition and are incorporated herein by reference: 

• Exhibit A – June 23, 2025 Motion filed in Federal Court of Canada (detailing altered 

evidence and perjury allegations) 

• Exhibit B – Correspondence between Fiona Legere and opposing counsel admitting 

material error in witness testimony (2016 and 2020 letters) 

• Exhibit C – Letters to BCE Board of Directors dated April 28 and May 9, 2025 

(documenting allegations and regulatory notice) 

• Exhibit D – July 7, 2025 and August 5, 2025 letters to Federal Court requesting default 

ruling against Bell Canada 

• Exhibit E – Relevant SEC regulatory rules that are in breach 

• Exhibit F – Additional supporting transcripts and public record filings 

• Exhibit G – Letter to BCE’s Auditor (E&Y) 

 

V. KEY CONTROVERSIES INVOLVING BELL CANADA 

The corporate behaviour outlined thus far in this petition is egregious and worthy of 

intervention from the Commission. To refute any notion that this is isolated or uncharacteristic 

behaviour, the following is a sampling of significant and troublesome business practices — 

ranging from questionably unethical conduct to overt violations of the Telecommunications Act. 

Links to primary sources are included. 
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• CRTC penalty for anti-competitive conduct — In June 2022, Bell Canada was fined C$7.5 

million for denying competitor Videotron access to its utility poles, violating the 

Telecommunications Act. 

(Government of Canada — CRTC News Release, June 15, 

2022: https://www.canada.ca/en/radio-television-

telecommunications/news/2022/06/crtc-imposes-75-million-in-penalties-on-bell-

canada-for-violations-of-canadas-telecommunications-act.html) 

• Bell Media President Kevin Crull banned CRTC Chair from coverage — Bell Media 

President Kevin Crull banned CTV media properties from including CRTC Chair Jean 

Pierre Blais in coverage of the TalkTV decision. 

(Michael Geist, March 25, 2015: https://www.michaelgeist.ca/2015/03/bells-crull-

banned-crtc-chair-blais-from-ctv-news-coverage-following-talktv-decision/) 

• Prison phone system exploitation — Bell reportedly made over C$64 million from 

inmate phone calls at “exorbitant” long-distance rates, prompting legal scrutiny. 

(Global News, August 9, 2024: https://globalnews.ca/news/10689825/bell-ontario-jail-

calls-inmates/) 

• Record-high customer complaints — Phone, internet, and TV service grievances surged 

by 38% between 2023–2024, with over 20,000 complaints handled by the CCTS. 

(CCTS — Complaint Statistics: https://www.ccts-cprst.ca/billing-issues-top-surging-

telecom-and-tv-complaints/ 

• Manipulation of online reviews — Bell was fined C$1.25 million for encouraging 

employees to post positive reviews online. 

(CBC News, October 14, 2015: https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bell-hit-with-1-25m-

fine-for-planting-4-star-reviews-for-phone-apps-1.3271222) 

• Data breaches exposing customer data — In May 2017, 1.9 million customer email 

addresses were stolen, followed by another breach in January 2018 affecting ~100,000 

customers. 

(CBC News, May 15, 2017: https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/bell-data-breach-

customer-names-phone-numbers-emails-leak-1.4116608) 

• Disruptive internet and mobile service outages — In May 2025, a widespread 

disruption impacted internet and mobile users across Ontario and Quebec; Bell later 

confirmed the issue was resolved. 

(CTV News, May 21, 2025: https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bell-canada-service-

outage-1.7539810 

https://www.canada.ca/en/radio-television-telecommunications/news/2022/06/crtc-imposes-75-million-in-penalties-on-bell-canada-for-violations-of-canadas-telecommunications-act.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/radio-television-telecommunications/news/2022/06/crtc-imposes-75-million-in-penalties-on-bell-canada-for-violations-of-canadas-telecommunications-act.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/radio-television-telecommunications/news/2022/06/crtc-imposes-75-million-in-penalties-on-bell-canada-for-violations-of-canadas-telecommunications-act.html
https://www.michaelgeist.ca/2015/03/bells-crull-banned-crtc-chair-blais-from-ctv-news-coverage-following-talktv-decision/
https://www.michaelgeist.ca/2015/03/bells-crull-banned-crtc-chair-blais-from-ctv-news-coverage-following-talktv-decision/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10689825/bell-ontario-jail-calls-inmates/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10689825/bell-ontario-jail-calls-inmates/
https://www.ccts-cprst.ca/billing-issues-top-surging-telecom-and-tv-complaints/
https://www.ccts-cprst.ca/billing-issues-top-surging-telecom-and-tv-complaints/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bell-hit-with-1-25m-fine-for-planting-4-star-reviews-for-phone-apps-1.3271222
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bell-hit-with-1-25m-fine-for-planting-4-star-reviews-for-phone-apps-1.3271222
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/bell-data-breach-customer-names-phone-numbers-emails-leak-1.4116608
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/bell-data-breach-customer-names-phone-numbers-emails-leak-1.4116608
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bell-canada-service-outage-1.7539810
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bell-canada-service-outage-1.7539810
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• “Let’s Talk” campaign hypocrisy claims — Critics argue the campaign is more marketing 

than mental-health advocacy, pointing to cases of employee terminations after mental 

health disclosures and profit-driven practices around vulnerable populations. 

(National Post, June 14, 2019: https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/bell-lets-talk-is-

more-about-marketing-than-mental-health-researcher-says) 

• Suppression of media coverage — CTV (owned by Bell Media) has been accused of 

suppressing critical journalism, including forbidding use of the word “Palestine” and 

fostering a “culture of fear” among journalists. 

(Business & Human Rights Resource Centre, November 22, 2023: https://www.business-

humanrights.org/en/latest-news/canada-bell-medias-ctv-allegedly-forbids-use-of-

palestine-suppresses-critical-stories-about-israel-and-reject-coverages-of-rallies-incl-co-

comment-2/) 

 

VI. RELIEF REQUESTED 

MediaTube respectfully requests that the Commission: 

1. Immediately stay the approval of the BCE acquisition of Ziply Fiber under WAC 480-07-

825 until the legal, regulatory, and corporate governance issues described herein are 

fully resolved. 

2. Suspend the procedural schedule in Docket UT-240951 under WAC 480-07-385. 

3. Order BCE to produce sworn declarations from senior executives, under penalty of 

perjury, addressing: 

o The allegations of fraud, perjury, and altered evidence in Federal Court 

proceedings; 

o BCE’s knowledge of these allegations since April 2025; 

o Why no disclosure was made to U.S. or Canadian securities regulators. 

4. Take official notice of the pending Federal Court motion, the procedural default, and the 

supporting exhibits, incorporating them into the record of this docket as evidence of 

corporate governance concerns under WAC 480-07-495(2)(a)(iv). 

5. Condition any future approval of this transaction on credible evidence verified by the 

Commission that BCE has resolved the outstanding legal matters and implemented 

safeguards to prevent recurrence. 

 

https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/bell-lets-talk-is-more-about-marketing-than-mental-health-researcher-says
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/bell-lets-talk-is-more-about-marketing-than-mental-health-researcher-says
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/canada-bell-medias-ctv-allegedly-forbids-use-of-palestine-suppresses-critical-stories-about-israel-and-reject-coverages-of-rallies-incl-co-comment-2/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/canada-bell-medias-ctv-allegedly-forbids-use-of-palestine-suppresses-critical-stories-about-israel-and-reject-coverages-of-rallies-incl-co-comment-2/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/canada-bell-medias-ctv-allegedly-forbids-use-of-palestine-suppresses-critical-stories-about-israel-and-reject-coverages-of-rallies-incl-co-comment-2/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/canada-bell-medias-ctv-allegedly-forbids-use-of-palestine-suppresses-critical-stories-about-israel-and-reject-coverages-of-rallies-incl-co-comment-2/
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VII. REQUEST FOR OFFICIAL NOTICE 

Pursuant to WAC 480-07-495(2)(a)(iv), MediaTube requests that the Commission take official 

notice of: 

• The court records and filings attached as Exhibits A–G; 

• SEC regulatory disclosure rules and filings; 

• Correspondence to and from BCE’s Board of Directors and counsel contained in the 

exhibits; and 

• Any other government-issued public records relevant to this petition. 

 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

The Commission’s mandate is to protect Washington State consumers and ensure that only fit 

and qualified entities control regulated utilities. BCE — through its operating company Bell 

Canada — is in active procedural default in Federal Court over allegations of fraud, perjury, and 

altered evidence. That default is ongoing, undisputed, and documented in court records. 

Approving this transaction before that matter is resolved would irreversibly hand control of 

Washington State’s telecom network to an operator failing the most basic test of corporate 

governance. The harm to consumers, market integrity, and public confidence cannot be undone 

once the acquisition closes. 

The Commission has both the legal authority and the public duty under WAC 480-07-825 to stay 

this transaction until BCE resolves the lack of SEC regulatory compliance, its court default, and 

demonstrates full compliance with the standards of honesty, integrity, and regulatory 

responsibility. 

MediaTube therefore urges the Commission to: 

1. Immediately stay approval of the BCE–Ziply transaction; 

2. Suspend the procedural schedule; and 

3. Require BCE to adequately address the defaults and underlying allegations before 

further consideration. 
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VERIFICATION 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing 

is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 

 

 

Dated: August 11, 2025 

Douglas Lloyd, Chief Executive Officer 

MediaTube Corp. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on August 11, 2025, a true and correct copy of this Motion to Intervene, 

Petition, and all supporting exhibits was filed via the Washington State UTC Records Center web 

portal and served via email on all parties of record in Docket UT-240951, and simultaneously 

emailed to the presiding Administrative Law Judge, as follows: 

 
 

Applicant – Ziply Fiber Northwest, LLC 

Jessica Epley, VP – Regulatory & External Affairs 

135 Lake St S, Suite 155, Kirkland, WA 98033 

Email: jessica.epley@ziply.com | Tel: 503-431-0458 

 

Counsel for Northwest Fiber Holdco, LLC – Davis Wright Tremaine LLP 

Heather Moelter — heathermoelter@dwt.com 

Alan J. Galloway — alangalloway@dwt.com 

Mark P. Trinchero — marktrinchero@dwt.com 

K.C. Halm — kchalm@dwt.com 

 

Applicant’s Counsel – Ziply Fiber Northwest, LLC 

Byron Springer — byron@ziply.com 

 

Counsel for BCE Holding Corporation – Covington & Burling LLP 

Matthew S. DelNero — mdelnero@cov.com 

Jocelyn G. Jezierny — jjezierny@cov.com 

Corey Walker — cwalker@cov.com 

 

Washington State Office of the Attorney General – Assistant Attorneys General 

Jeff Roberson — jeff.roberson@atg.wa.gov | Tel: 360-810-0509 

Nash Callaghan — nash.callaghan@atg.wa.gov | Tel: 360-972-4159 

 

mailto:kchalm@dwt.com
mailto:byron@ziply.com
mailto:cwalker@cov.com
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Washington State Office of the Attorney General – Public Counsel Unit 

Jessica Johanson-Kubin — Jessica.Johanson-Kubin@atg.wa.gov | Tel: 206-521-3211 

Robert Sykes — Robert.Sykes@atg.wa.gov 

Tad O’Neill — tad.oneill@atg.wa.gov | Tel: 206-464-6595 

 

 

 

 

Dated: August 11, 2025 

Douglas Lloyd, Chief Executive Officer 

MediaTube Corp. 

14845 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario, Canada L4G 6H8 

Email: dlloyd@mediatube.tv 

 


