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I. IDENTIFICATION OF WITNESS
Q. PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME, OCCUPATION AND BUSINESS ADDRESS.

A.
My name is Renée Albersheim.  I am employed by Qwest Corporation ("Qwest"), as a Staff Advocate.  I am testifying on behalf of Qwest.  My business address is 1801 California Street, 24th floor, Denver, Colorado, 80202.

Q. Are you the same RenÉe Albersheim that submitted direct testimony on May 19, 2010?

A.
Yes, I am.

II. PURPOSE OF REBUTTAL TESTIMONY

Q. what is the purpose of your REBUTTALtestimony?

A.
The purpose of my rebuttal testimony is to respond to the contract issues raised in the testimony of Mr. Todd Lesser on behalf of North County Communications Corporation, Inc. (“North County”).

Q. First, can you make a general observation of Mr. Lesser’s testimony regarding the Interconnection Agreement?

A.
North County appears to be arguing for retention of the existing, expired, interconnection agreement (“ICA”).  North County also appears to be arguing in favor of retaining its ability to use MF signaling.

Q. In general, what is Qwest’s response to North County’s Position?

A.
In general, Qwest believes that North County has not provided any real support for retaining the outdated ICA, and has not shown that any of the terms proposed by Qwest in the new ICA are unlawful, prejudicial, or otherwise inconsistent with public policy.  Furthermore, because Qwest’s arbitration position allows NCC to retain MF signaling, it appears as though there is no dispute over those provisions.

III. THE IMPACT OF SIGNALING ON BILLING
Q. Mr. Lesser states that “Qwest asserts that they don’t have the ability to track usage”
 with MF signaling.  Can you please respond?

A.
 Yes.  North County’s witness misrepresents Qwest’s position.  MF signaling does allow carriers to track overall usage, and Qwest has not argued to the contrary.  However, MF signaling has significant limitations.  And those limitations include the inability to segregate traffic on a jurisdictional basis.  This is important because a bare measurement of overall minutes does not provide a basis for billing.  Billing is based on the jurisdictional nature of the traffic, i.e. interstate, intrastate and local, as well as transit versus non-transit usage.

Q. Mr. Lesser claims that Qwest refused to discuss the material changes contained in the new ICA.
  Is his statement accurate?

A.
No.  Mr. Lesser does not accurately describe the discussions between Qwest and North County regarding the material impacts of the new ICA.  Qwest made a good faith effort to work with North County to identify material changes.  Qwest’s negotiators discussed the recurring and non-recurring charges associated with LIS facilities and pointed to Exhibit A for these charges.  As well, Qwest discussed the calculation of the RUF contained in Exhibit H.  Qwest also pointed out the change in the reciprocal compensation rate in Arizona as a result of the Arizona Cost Docket.  Qwest did repeatedly inform North County that it was their responsibility to review the agreements to determine the financial impacts to North County, as Qwest does not know North County’s business and is not in a position to perform such an analysis on North County’s behalf.  

Q. Mr. Lesser asserts that “prior to Qwest’s request to enter into a new agreement, we never had a single billing issue.  We’ve gone 13 years without one issue with billing, but now that they want to force a new, untested, agreement upon us all of the sudden there are billing issues.”
  Please respond.

A.
I have three responses to that assertion.  First, in my Direct Testimony, I have presented information about a billing dispute that predates Qwest’s request to negotiate a new ICA.  It was this billing dispute, (among other factors such as the age and outdated nature of the original ICA) and the fact that MF signaling was at the crux of the dispute that prompted Qwest to make the request to negotiate.  Contrary to the implication in Mr. Lesser’s testimony, Qwest did not manufacture a dispute in order to justify a new ICA.

Second, even if there were no billing disputes, Qwest has the right under the original ICA to request negotiation, and arbitration, of a new ICA.  Further, with the exception of section 7.8 and other portions of section 7, which is language that was created by Qwest specifically for NCC out of necessity to accommodate NCC’s desire to continue to use MF signaling, the ICA is not “new” or “untested”.  As noted in my direct testimony, 87 CLECs in Washington have ICAs with essentially the same terms that Qwest is seeking here, and there are no ICA disputes or complaints pending before this Commission on any of those provisions.  And, with regard to section 7.8, North County has had that language for nearly a year, and has yet to make a substantive response with regard to whether it meets North County’s needs, and if not, why not.

And third, Mr. Lesser can only have been speaking from the perspective of North County’s perception of Qwest’s bills.
  Of the 335 invoices Qwest has received from North County, Qwest has disputed 147.

Q. Does Qwest’s proposed contract language accommodate North County’s desire to use MF signaling?

A.
Yes.  In addition, Qwest’s language places obligations upon North County to remove certain types of traffic from North County’s bills to Qwest.  Qwest will be providing NCC summary minutes of use information that North County will need in order to determine how much to bill Qwest each month.
     All of those summary minutes are associated with traffic for which Qwest is not required to compensate NCC. 

Q. Aside from North County’s desire to maintain its present contract, Did Mr. Lesser provide any testimony objecting to Qwest’s proposed language permitting MF signaling?

A.
No.

Q. Did Mr. Lesser provide any alternative language for MF signaling?

A.
No. 

Q. Given that North County wishes to continue its use of MF signaling, and Qwest’s proposed language permits the use of MF signaling, is there anything in dispute regarding Qwest’s proposed language?

A.
No.  Because Qwest’s proposed language permits North County to use MF signaling, and with provisions protecting Qwest given Qwest’s inability to track the jurisdiction of the traffic passed between North County and Qwest using MF signaling, this Commission should approve Qwest’s proposed language for sections 7.1.1, 7.2.1.1, 7.8, 7.8.1, 7.8.1.1, 7.8.1.2 and 7.8.1.3 (with subparts a through f), to allow MF signaling, and facilitate accurate billing when MF signaling is used. 

IV. RELATIVE USE FACTOR (“RUF”)

Q. Did Mr. Lesser present any testimony regarding the RUF?

A.
No.

Q. Did Mr. Lesser present any suggested language regarding the RUF?

A.
No.  Because Mr. Lesser did not raise the issue, and did not provide any suggested alternative language, Qwest can only assume that the language in sections 7.3.1.1.3.1 and 7.3.2.2.1 and Exhibit H pertaining to the RUF is not at issue.

Q. What should the Commission conclude regarding language pertaining to the RUF?

A.
The Commission should approve Qwest’s language for sections 7.3.1.1.3.1 and 7.3.2.2.1 and Exhibit H pertaining to the RUF.

Q. Did Mr. Lesser provide any testimony regarding VNXX?

A.
No.

Q. Did Mr. Lesser propose any alternative language pertaining to VNXX?  

A.
No.  Because Mr. Lesser did not raise the issue, and did not provide any suggested alternative language Qwest can only assume that the language in sections 7.3.1.1.3.1, 7.3.2.2.1, 7.8 and Exhibit H pertaining to VNXX is not at issue.

Q. What should the Commission conclude regarding language pertaining to VNXX?

A.
The Commission should approve Qwest’s language for sections 7.3.1.1.3.1, 7.3.2.2.1, 7.3.4.5, 7.8 and its subparts, and Exhibit H pertaining to VNXX.

V. CONCLUSION

Q. Please Summarize Your testimony.

A.
My testimony demonstrates that with the exception of North County’s desire to retain its old ICA, there are really no issues in dispute with regard to the contract language proposed by Qwest.   North County wishes to continue using MF signaling, and the language proposed by Qwest permits North County to do so, while providing Qwest with the information necessary to ensure accurate billing.  In addition, North County has provided no alternative language to that proposed by Qwest.  The Commission should approve Qwest’s proposed ICA language.

Q. Does this conclude your testimony?

A.
Yes.


































� Lesser Direct at page 3.


� Lesser Direct at page 6.


� Lesser Direct at page 4


� North County is delinquent in paying its bills to Qwest in Oregon and Arizona.  If North County does not dispute Qwest’s bills, as Mr. Lesser suggests, then there is no basis for this delinquency.


� See Section 7.8.1.3 (a)–(e).






