
Washington Labor Market 
Update

Utilities and Transportation Commission
COVID-19 Equity, Customer Communications and 
Outreach Technical Workshop
June 15, 2022

Anneliese Vance-Sherman, Ph.D.
Regional Labor Economist
Washington Employment Security Department
Anneliese.Vance-Sherman@esd.wa.gov



In May 2022, Washington’s 
unemployment rate was 3.9 percent



The unemployment rate tells us how well 
people are connecting with work



Washington’s economy added 12,300 
jobs in April 2022



In May 2022, Washington payrolls dipped 
by 2,300



Statewide, most sectors are recovering
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Recovery has been geographically 
uneven
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ESD Labor Market Information

 Esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo

 Monthly Employment Report 

 Industry employment

 Labor force and unemployment

 Occupational employment and wages 

 Employment projections 

 Regional labor economist contact information
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