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WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
PENALTY ASSESSMENT DG-260192 Investigation # 9282

PLEASE NOTE: You must complete and sign this document and send it to the Commission
within 15 days after you receive the Penalty Assessment. Use additional paper if needed.

I have read and understand RCW 9A.72.020 (printed below), which states that making false
statements under oath is a class B felony. I am over the age of 18, competent to testify to the
matters set forth below, and I have personal knowledge of those matters. I hereby make, under
oath, the following statements:

[]t
Dz.

OR

OR

Enclose $7,000 in payment of the penalty.

Payment of penalty. | admit that the violations occurred:
HAttest that I have paid the penalty through the Commission’s payment portal.

Accept conditions. | admit that the violations occurred and enclose $1.400 toward the
payment of the penalty. I also accept the Commission’s offer to suspend for 90 days,
and ultimately waive, the remaining $5,600 penalty amount subject to the following
conditions:

o Company management and field crew responsible for excavation at the time of
the incident, must complete NUCA Dig Safe training (https://utc-
9183.quickbase.com/db/bpkt6vndh) within 90 days of service of this Penalty
Assessment; and

o The Company must submit documentation of training completion (Certificate) to
the Commission. (See attached NUCA Dig Safe Training Verification
Record).

Contest the violations. I believe that the alleged violations did not occur for the
reasons [ describe below (if you do not include reasons supporting your contest
here, your request will be denied):

D a) lask fora hearing to present evidence on the information I provide above to
an administrative law judge for a decision.

m b) lask for a Commission decision based solely on the information I provide
above. ' '

Request mitigation. | admit the violations, but [ believe that the penalty should be
reduced for the reasons set out below (if you do not include reasons supporting your
application here, your request will be denied):

a) [ ask for a hearing to present evidence on the information I provide above to
an administrative law judge for a decision.

b) Task for a Commission decision based solely on the information I provide
above.
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I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the foregoing,
including information I have presented on any attachments, is true and correct.

Dated: "U?-O\?.o% [Month/Day/Year), at Sedre Usall -a:/,\-u# [City, State]

?alh‘ e ’l'\'a.\.\eu-eo.u. (gouucu Df;(\:kq—\ E m

Name of Respondent (Company) — please pfint Signature of Applitant

RCW 9A.72.020 “Perjury in the first degree.”

(1) A person is guilty of perjury in the first degree if in any official proceeding he or she makes
a materially false statement which he or she knows to be false under an oath required or
authorized by law.

(2) Knowledge of the materiality of the statement is not an element of this crime, and the
actor's mistaken belief that his or her statement was not material is not a defense to a
prosecution under this section.

(3) Perjury in the first degree is a class B felony.



To the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission,

Sound Drilling, LLC, is in receipt of Penalty Assessment DG-260192 and appreciates the
opportunity to respond. We take compliance with Washington’s dig laws seriously and have
made substantial efforts to operate within the requirements of RCW 19.122. After reviewing the
allegations in detail, we respectfully request reconsideration of the violations and ask that the
Commission either dismiss the penalty or, at a minimum, reduce it to a warning based on the
circumstances outlined below.

First, we have significant concerns regarding the reliability of the photographic evidence
referenced in the notice. The document itself acknowledges that while photographs were
provided by Cascade Natural Gas Corporation, the date those photographs were taken is
unknown. Without verifiable timestamps or supporting metadata, there is no way to confirm that
the images accurately represent site conditions at the time of the locate responses. In a field
environment where markings can be affected by weather, traffic, or other site activity, the
absence of time-specific documentation makes it difficult to reasonably conclude that white
lining was not present when required.

In order to properly understand and respond to these allegations, we respectfully request copies
of the original photographs in their native format, including any available metadata showing
date, time, and location. We also request any associated field logs or documentation indicating
when the locator was present on site and what work was performed during those visits,
Additionally, we request copies of all communications between Cascade Natural Gas
Corporation and Sound Drilling, LLC related to the referenced locate tickets, including any
correspondence, notifications, or attempts to contact our company regarding these matters.

We appreciate your time and consideration and are happy to provide any additional information
that may assist in your review.

Sincerely,
Sound Drilling, LL.C



