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Proudly serving citizens ofthe Upper Snoqualmie Valley since 1949
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P.O.Box 47250

Olympia, WA 48504

RE: Fire District 38’s Comments Regarding UE-260005, UG 260006, & UE-260113 (

To the Honorable Chair Rybarik, Honorable Commissioner Rendahl, Honorable Commissioner
Doumit, and Executive Director Killip:

It has come to the attention of the Fire District 38 Board of Commissioners of Puget Sound
Energy's ("PSE") desire to locate a proposed Battery Energy Storage System ("BESS") facility that
will be located at least partially within the boundaries of Fire District 38, in unincorporated King
County. As Fire District 38 is charged with fire protection within it’s boundaries, we are writing to
express our serious concerns regarding this development.

In congruence with the City of North Bend, who on May 19, 2026, unanimously approved
Ordinance No. 1856, adopting a twelve-month (12) moratorium on permit applications for BESS
facilities to study the unknown impacts to their/our community, we are opposed to the siting of this
facility within our jurisdiction.

Our community needs additional time to understand the possible impacts associated with BESS
facilities and formulate appropriate fire response capacity. Moreover, the Fire District’s PSE
customers, already struggling to afford ever-growing rates, should not bear the costs of a facility
that has potential to harm our community. Fire District 38 requests that the Utilities and
Transportation Commission act cautiously and carefully consider the propriety of PSE's requested
rate changes, especially in consideration of that funding being used to complete the BESS project.

The unincorporated King County area of Fire District 38 is intertwined with the Cities of North
Bend and Snoqualmie. Our Valley is one ecosystem. The area's watershed provides quality drinking
water for the City of Seattle. Our water, lands, air, and transportation corridors are interconnected
and reliant on each other. In addition to Fire District 38’s residents, we voice our concerns for our
neighbors in the Cities of North Bend and Snoqualmie, as well as the Snoqualmie Tribal lands. The
current proposed BESS system in unincorporated King County adjacent to Snoqualmie needs to be
rigorously evaluated. The potential impacts on the entire Snoqualmie Valley are too great.
Additionally, potential impacts on the Interstate 90 (“I-90”) corridor that passes a short distance
away from the proposed BESS site bears scrutiny. 1-90 is a vital transportation throughway for
commerce in the entire state of Washington.

A BESS facility portends unknown and potentially severe environmental impacts. Washington is
one of the most beautiful places in our great nation. Even within the unique beauty of the Puget
Sound region, we are lucky to call the Valley our home. Our communities lie atop one of the largest
aquifers in the world. Fire District 38 shares the concern expressed by our residents, North Bend
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and Snoqualmie residents about the potential risks that BESS facilities may pose. Battery fires or
explosions can emit substantial amounts of toxic smoke and large amounts of contaminated runoff
over multiple days. Because of the close, mountain-enclosed, and intérconnected nature of the
Valley communities and adjacent Cedar River Watershed, owned by Seattle Public Utilities, air and
water pollution from a BESS fire could impact not only the local Cities, county and tribal lands, but
also the Puget Sound region and Seattle's water supply.

Local resources are not adequate in the event of a BESS emergency. In times of disaster, the
Valley's emergency management and transportation corridors are under extreme pressure. Our
smaller jurisdictions and limited local resources necessitate mutual aid and co-responder models.
Eastside Fire and Rescue ("EF&R") provides fire services for Fire District 38 and other
jurisdictions in the Valley. EF&R, the King County Sheriff's Office, and King County Search and
Rescue depend on each other to respond throughout the Valley. The regional strain that
emergencies place on our local resources was on full display as the Valley pulled together to battle
winter floods last year. The severe nature of battery fires and explosions that could occur at a BESS
facility could easily overwhelm the area's emergency resources and require a regional response that
could leave our communities stripped of resources and vulnerable.

While learning of the multitude of concerns associated with BESS facilities, the Fire District also
became aware that PSE's BESS infrastructure was a driving factor in PSE's latest rate hike. As you
have been hearing from municipalities and residents - the general rate increase review process was
less than transparent and deserves scrutiny from the Commission to ensure that utility corporations
are following proper notice, public participation, and awareness of what residents are paying for.
Fire District 38’s residents receive electrical service from both PSE and Tanner Electric, depending
on location. Yet PSE rates are often triple those of Tanner Electric. This is a tremendous burden for
our residents, and the inequity is especially evident when many of our residents pay for electricity
at a rate that is far lower than that paid by PSE ratepayers. A very stark difference.

In closing, we urge very careful consideration by the UTC in weighing PSE's requested rate hikes,
especially to the extent that those hikes fund BESS systems in unincorporated King County within

Fire District 38’s boundaries and expose the Valley and surrounding areas to unnecessary risks and
possible environmental harm.

Respectfully,

% June 18,2026

Commissioner Chris Dahline, Chair Date

Commissioner John Murphy
Commissioner Jeri Taylor-Swade

Fire District 38, Board of Fire Commissioners

CC: Will Aho, Fire Chief, Eastside Fire & Rescue
Amber Emery, City Administrator, City of North Bend
Deanna Gregory, Bond Counsel, Pacific Law Group
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