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Commission Staff Request for Designation of a Telecommunications Common Carrier or Carriers to Serve the Unserved Area Between the Northern Boundary of Grant County and U.S. Highway 2.

Staff:


Bob Shirley, Telecommunications Analyst

Recommendation

Commence an adjudicative proceeding to determine if the Commission should designate a common carrier to serve this area, and, if so, to designate such carrier or carriers to serve the unserved area between the northern boundary of Grant County and U.S. Highway 2.

Discussion
This request for an adjudicative proceeding is for the purpose of determining if a common carrier should be designated to serve the Moses Coulee area located between the northern boundary of Grant County and U. S. Highway 2 in Douglas County (a legal description is found at the end of this memo).  

Moses Coulee

Moses Coulee is an area in northwest Grant County and southeast Douglas County that extends south from U.S. Highway 2 about twelve miles in the direction of Ephrata along Coulee Meadows Road (formerly Rim Rock Road).  Coulee Meadows Road is a paved, striped, county road that begins in the North at an intersection with U. S. Highway 2, runs through the coulee, and subsequently turns into Sagebrush Flats Road at the Grant County line as it heads into Ephrata.  

There are several homes, three working farms, and two businesses, one of which is the office of an organization with approximately three hundred members who own about 7,100 acres south of the coulee and immediately north of  Grant County. The residents of the area have addresses that are P.O Boxes in Ephrata and that is where people conduct business and shop.  Children at the south end of the area attend Ephrata schools; children at the north end attend Waterville schools. (The north end is approximately equidistant between Ephrata and Waterville.)

The area is not in the exchange area of any wireline carrier, but there are wireless carriers with licenses to serve the area (based on a search of the FCC licensing database).  Two homes and one business have radio telephone service from transmitters on the back porch of a farmhouse located at the northern edge of the Qwest Ephrata exchange.  A bed and breakfast toward the north end of the coulee has radio service with a Wenatchee exchange prefix (from Verizon).  The users of the radio telephone service state that it is unreliable and affected by weather and other factors.  Wireless service is either non-existent or extremely unreliable depending upon one’s location on Coulee Meadows Road and surrounding areas.

Staff Efforts Prior to This Request

On August 4, 2000, Commission Staff sent a letter to all local exchange carriers in Washington and to wireless carriers which asked if any carrier would like to serve the area.  While Staff received two inquiries about the area, no carrier stepped forward and offered to provide service.

On October 10, Commission Staff sent a second letter to those carrier serving in Grant and Douglas counties requesting that one or more of them offer to serve the area.  Two carriers responded with questions about the area, but no carrier stepped forward to serve.

Two weeks prior to the November 8 Open Meeting, the Executive Secretary sent a letter to local exchange common carriers serving in Douglas and Grant counties informing them of the Open Meeting and providing notice that commencement of this action would be considered.  Each carrier was informed that it would have an opportunity to state at the Open Meeting why it should not be named a party.  The letter also notified carriers that at the pre-hearing conference each carrier could make arguments why additional carriers should be named as parties to the proceeding. 

The carriers notified by the Executive Secretary were:

AT&T Wireless Services of Washington, Inc., which is licensed to serve Washington 5 – Kittitas, that includes some or all of Grant County.

Century Telephone, which operates the Coulee City exchange in Grant County.

Eastern SUB-RSA LP, which is licensed to serve Washington 5 – Kittitas, that includes some or all of Grant County.

Qwest Corporation, which operates the Ephrata exchange in Grant County.

RCC Holdings, which is licensed to serve wireless market area Washington 2 - Okanogan, including some or all of Douglass County.

Verizon, which operates the Soap Lake exchange in Grant County and the Waterville and Wenatchee exchanges in Douglas County.

Verizon Wireless, which is licensed to serve wireless market area Washington 2 – Okanogan, that includes some or all of Douglas County.

Western SUB-RSA LP, which is licensed to serve Washington 5 – Kittitas, which includes some or all of Grant County.

Conclusion

Staff believes commencement of this proceeding to determine if the Commission should designate a common carrier to serve this area is in the public interest.  

Legal Description for Moses Coulee Area

Douglas County, Washington

Starting at the northwest corner of Section 1, Township  24 North, Range 24 East; then east to the  northeast corner of Section 1, Township 24 North, Range 25 East; then south to the southeast corner of Section 25, Township 23 North, Range 25 East; then west to the southwest corner of Section 25, Township 23 North, Range 24 East; then north to the northwest corner of Section 1, Township 24 North, Range 24 East, the point of beginning.
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