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Re: The City of North Bend’s Public Comments Regarding UE-26005, UG 26006, & UE-260113
(Consolidated)

To the Honorable Chair Rybarik, Honorable Commissioner Rendahl, Honorable Commissioner Doumit,
and Executive Director Killip:

On May 19, 2026, the City of North Bend City Council unanimously approved Ordinance No. 1856,
adopting a twelve-month (12) moratorium on permit applications for Battery Energy Storage System
(“BESS”) facilities to study the unknown impacts to our community. This action was prompted, at least in
part, by concerns that have come to light as the City of North Bend (the “City”) and the residents of the
Snoqualmie Valley (the “Valley”) have learned of Puget Sound Energy’s (“PSE”) desire to locate a BESS
facility outside of the City of Snoqualmie (“Snoqualmie”), in unincorporated King County. Our community
needs additional time to understand the possible impacts associated with BESS facilities and formulate
appropriate regulations. Moreover, the City’s PSE customers, already struggling to afford ever-growing
rates, should not bear the costs of a facility that may harm our community. The City requests that the Ultilities
and Transportation Commission act cautiously and carefully consider the propriety of PSE'’s requested rate
changes.

The Cities of North Bend and Snoqualmie are Interconnected:

Our Valley is one ecosystem. The area’s watershed provides quality drinking water for the City of
Seattle. Our water, lands, air, and transportation corridors are interconnected and reliant on each
other. And we must voice our concerns for our neighbors in Snoqualmie. The current proposed BESS
system in unincorporated King County adjacent to Snoqualmie needs to be rigorously evaluated. The
potential impacts on the entire Valley are too great.

Unknown and potentially severe environmental impacts:

Washington is one of the most beautiful places in our great nation. Even within the unique beauty of the
Puget Sound region, we are lucky to call the Valley our home. North Bend shares the concern expressed
by our residents and Snoqualmie residents about the potential risks that BESS facilities may pose. Battery
fires or explosions can emit substantial amounts of toxic smoke over multiple days. Because of the close,
mountain-enclosed, and interconnected nature of the Valley communities and adjacent Cedar River
Watershed, owned by Seattle Public Utilities, air pollution from a BESS fire could impact not only
Snoqualmie and the City, but the Valley the Puget Sound region and Seattle’s water supply.
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Local resources are not adequate in the event of a BESS emergency:

In times of disaster, the Valley’s emergency management and transportation corridors are under extreme
pressure. Our smaller jurisdictions and limited local resources necessitate mutual aid and co-responder
models. Eastside Fire and Rescue (“EFR”) provides fire services for the City and other jurisdictions in the
Valley. EFR, the King County Sheriff's Office, and King County Search and Rescue depend on each other
to respond throughout the Valley. The regional strain that emergencies place on our local resources was
on full display as the Valley pulled together to battle winter floods last year. The severe nature of battery
fires and explosions that could occur at a BESS facility could easily overwhelm Snoqualmie’s emergency
resources and require a regional response that could leave our communities vulnerable.

Lacking a transparent public process:
While learning of the multitude of concerns associated with BESS facilities, the City also received testimony

from a member of the public during the hearing for the City’s BESS Moratorium that PSE’s BESS
infrastructure was a driving factor in PSE’s latest rate hike. As you have been hearing from municipalities
and residents — the general rate increase review process was less than transparent and deserves scrutiny
from the Commission to ensure that utility corporations are following proper notice, public participation, and
awareness of what residents are paying for.

The City’s residents receive electrical service from both PSE and Tanner Electric, depending on
location. Yet PSE rates are often triple those of Tanner Electric. For example, some City residents have
indicated that their energy bills with PSE are larger than a car payment. This is a tremendous burden for
our City’s residents, and the inequity is especially evident when many of our residents pay for electricity at
a rate that is far lower than that paid by PSE ratepayers. A very stark difference.

Closing:
In closing, we urge very careful consideration by the UTC in weighing PSE’s requested rate hikes,

especially to the extent that those hikes fund BESS systems adjacent to Snoqualmie and expose the Valley
to unnecessary risks and possible environmental harm.

Sincerely,
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Mary Miller ‘ ’
Mayor
CC:

Amber Emery, City Administrator

Councilmember Brenden Elwood

Councilmember Rob McFarland

Councilmember Christina Rustik

Councilmember Mark Joselyn

Councilmember Heather Koellen

Councilmember Suzan Torguson

Councilmember and Mayor Pro-Tem Errol Tremolada



