WRITTEN COMMENTS
DOCKET NO. TO-000712
CHAPTER 480-75 WAC PROPOSED RULES
SUBMITTED BY McCHORD PIPELINE CO.

WAC 480-75-370, WAC 480-75-550 Clarification is required as to whether the intent is for
existing pipeline operators to evaluate their pipelines every 5 years using these factors. McChord
Pipeline Co. believes that the intent as discussed during the stakeholder meetings was for the design
factor to be used in the design of new pipelines only and the 5 year assessment would apply to new
pipelines designed and constructed after adoption of the rule. McChord Pipeline Co. proposes that
the first sentence of WAC 480-75-550 be changed to read “For pipelines designed and constructed
after the adoption date of this rule, the maximum operating pressure shall be reevaluated when
there 1s a change 1n class location.”

WAC 480-75-420 (6) Notification of the public when performing a pipeline hydrotest is not a
present requirement in 49 CFR 195. Hydrotesting with a non-compressible inert fluid represents
little, if any, danger to the general public due to the small amount of energy that would be released
in the event of a failure. This 1s very different in the case of a 49 CFR 192 line that is tested with a
compressible gas that has a high amount of potential energy. Posting of warning signs along
freeways, schools and shopping malls would not improve safety and would create a level of
concern that 1s unwarranted. McChord Pipeline recommends eliminating this requirement.

WAC 480-75-420 (7) This is also a requirement that is not presently requirement in 49 CFR 195.
We see no reason to notify public officials for the same reasons as in #2 above. McChord Pipeline
recommends eliminating this requirement.

WAC 480-75-460 We recommend changing the first part of the section to read “For new and
repaired segments of existing hazardous liquid pipelines, companies...”. As presently worded,
the section could be interpreted to have existing pipelines inspect 100% of their existing girth
welds. The intent as discussed in the stakeholder meeting was to 100% inspect all new welds.

WAC 480-75-550 The WAC references should be changed from WAC 480-75-014 and 480-75-
015 to WAC 480-75-360 and 480-75-370.

WAC 480-75-630 (1)(f) Prior to establishing this rule, incident reporting requirements for
hazardous liquid pipelines provided some opportunity for the Commission to be left uninformed
until hearing through the media. WAC 480-75-630 (1) (a)-(e) is an inclusive list that covers any
incident of significance. Television, newspaper, Internet websites, etc. have differing timelines for
reporting news that could make the 2-hour reporting requirement impossible to achieve. The
media’s report may be purely arbitrary and dependent upon the media’s focus. Verification prior
to notifying WUTC would be advisable to avoid false notifications. We recommend eliminating
this sub-section since the other sections require notifications of any “significant occurrence”.
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