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May 11, 2026 

NOTICE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS 
(Rebuttal statements due by 5 p.m., May 26, 2026) 

RE: Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission v. Puget Sound Energy, 
          Dockets UE-260005, UG-260006, & UE-260113 (Consolidated) 

TO ALL PERSONS: 
 
NATURE OF PROCEEDING. On February 27, 2026, Puget Sound Energy (PSE or Company) 
filed with the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) revisions in 
Docket UE-260005 to its currently effective electric service tariff, Tariff WN U-60 Tariff G, and 
in Docket UG-260006 to its natural gas service tariff, Tariff WN U-2. The purpose of these 
filings is to increase rates and charges for electric and natural gas service provided to customers 
in the state of Washington. In this filing, PSE proposes a Three-Year Rate Plan, which would 
begin with new base rates effective in 2027, 2028, and 2029. 
 
On April 13, 2026, Danielle Wallace sent an email with a letter to Chair Brian Rybarik, 
Commissioner Ann Rendahl, and the Commission’s Communications Department on behalf of 
Snoqualmie Valley for Responsible Energy (SVRE). The attached letter expressed concerns 
regarding PSE’s actions concerning the Snoqualmie Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) 
project, including comments regarding prudence. Commissioner Rendahl replied to the email to 
include Commissioner Milt Doumit and Administrative Law Division Director Connor 
Thompson and raise a concern regarding whether the issue of the Snoqualmie BESS project was 
part of PSE’s general rate case (GRC) in this docket. The email and letter are attached to this 
notice as Attachment A. 
 
On April 22, 2026, Wallace sent an email with a second letter on behalf of SVRE to Chair 
Rybarik, Commissioner Rendahl, Commissioner Doumit, Director Thompson, the Commission’s 
Communications Department, and the Commission’s Administrative Staff. The attached letter 
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raised further concerns regarding the prudence of PSE’s actions related to the Snoqualmie BESS 
project. The email and letter are attached to this notice as Attachment B. 
 
On April 27, 2026, SVRE filed both letters to this docket as comments. 
 
One of the issues in PSE’s current GRC involves a prudence of PSE’s actions regarding the 
Snoqualmie BESS project. As such, the Commission provides notice of these ex parte 
communications and an opportunity for the parties to respond in writing concerning SVRE’s 
letters, pursuant to RCW 34.05.455 and WAC 480-07-310. Although the letters sent directly to 
the Commissioners and Director Thompson have since been filed to the docket as comments, the 
Commission is providing this notice and opportunity to respond in the interest of fully adhering 
to the rules against ex parte communications. 
 
THE COMMISSION GIVES NOTES That pursuant to WAC 480-07-310(4), any party in 
this docket may file a written rebuttal statement concerning the matters raised by SVRE’s 
April 13, 2026, and April 22, 2026, letters. Any such statements must be filed by May 26, 
2026. 
 
 
/s/ Harry Fukano   
HARRY FUKANO 
Administrative Law Judge 
 
/s/ Bijan Hughes   
BIJAN HUGHES 
Administrative Law Judge 
 


