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H E  ST O R M  T: 
u p  o f f  C ap e  F 
Jan . 2 6 . 199! 
lo r ’s  n igh tm a 

• g a le  w ith  icy: 
o f  h u rrican e  
ro iled  th e  sc£ 
F o r D eborah 1 

c ap ta in  o f  th e  tran sp o rt 
w as a g o o d  d a y  to  be  ha 
fa r from  thc a n g e r  o f  the 

D e m p se y , 4 5 ,  h a s  hi 
gu ished  h istory  a t sea . In  : 
cam c thc fu s t A m erican  w  
ta in  a  m erch an t v esse l in i 
w aters . H e r  se rv ice  aboa 
the n ew est sh ip  in th e  Lyk 
h a d  b e e n  m e m o ra b le :  I 
1991. D em psey  had  sailec 
tim es to  th e  P ersian  G u lf  > 
supp lies— th e  firs t w om a 
a  M erchan t M arin e  vessel 

B u t n o w  th c  Lyra ,—  
w as to  b e  so ld . A fte r 
h e r  d u ties  w ere  com - 
pleted  on  b o a ^  C ap- ; 
ta in  D e m p s e y  h a d  ^  
le f t h e r p o s t a n d ”  
th o u g h t she h ad  s e e n , B T  
th c la^ t o f th c 6 3 4 - R  
fo o t s h ip a s it w a s m  
pulled o u t to the open l | 9  
sea  b y  tugboat, o n  its wm 
w ay  to  N ew  O rleans. H  

D e m p se y b a re ly H
h a d se ttle d in a t th e H
V irg in ia h o m e s h e *
sh a re s  w ith  h e r  husband , 
re tired  L ykes c ap ta in , w h 

1 hit. H e r b ag  w as  s till pack  
and  c lo th in g  w h en  th e  pl 

I 9 :3 0  th a t  T u e sd a y  m o m i 
w o rs t  n e w s  a  c a p ta in  ca  

'• Lyra, u n d e r  tow , h ad  b ro  
: th e  ro u g h  se a  n o rth eas t o  
; T h e  s h ip -^ w ith  3 8 7 ,0 0 0  J 
' o n  boarci to  ru n  its  engine 

— w as b e in g  p u sh e d  by  tl 
w ard land, threatening an a  

1 a s te ra n d lh e Io s so fa $ 2 2 iT  
There w as o ne  m ore prol 

_  w as no  c rew  o n  b o a rd ."  Z

WIL
[ T H A T  B LEW  
ie F c a r .N .C ..o n  
9 9 3 , w as  a  sa i-  
m a re — a  w in te r 
cy  rain s ju s t  shy  
ne  s tren g th  tha t 
s e a  in to  a  fury. 
oh D em psey, the 
>rt sh ip  Lyra, it
h o m e  on  land .

. h a d  a  d is tin -  
In  1989, sh e  be- 
f) w om an to  cap- 

in te rna tiona l . 
board  th e  Lyra,
.y k es  L ine  fleet,

In  199 0  a n d  
iled th e  Lyra 
i l f  w ith  m ilitary  
m a n  c ap ta in  o f  
ssel in  w artim e. on*t*eAti

a U T

Jld. J a c k . 6 5 . a  p la in s . “ I
w h en  the s to rm  re q u ire d
acked  w ith  g ea r you’re  unc
: p h o n e  ran g  a t I t 's  do n e
)m in g  w ilh  th e  tim e in  op
c a n  h ea r : T h e  ters."B ut,

broken loose in  aster like tl
It o f  C ap e  Fear, o ccu rred  I
K) g a llo n s  o f  oil nobody at
>ines. i f  n eed ed  rem em ber
y  th e  w inds to - Dealing
n  ecological d is- m ost as ha
2  m illion vessel. D em p sey
jroblem : “ T here D o m c . "I

D em p sey  ex - the  C onnc

B Y~
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BK T he 6 9 4 -fo o t t ^ a ,  oan*yin 
U lan tio  nea r  W itm lngton, N.C.

! Debbie Demps 
ŵasthefirst 
Americaiwom 
to captain a 
merchant vess 
mintemationc 

It s not waters. Now
;d w h en

“ T.X  her ability 
u°Ta&; would be test(
e th is e v e r  .  ■« . .
:d b e fo re , tO 1116 limit
' a t  Lykes 
t)ers it. '
ing w ith  the sea. h ow ever, is al 
natural a s b reath ing  to  Captai: 
ey , w h o  w a s  b o m  D eb o ra : 
*'I w as ra ised  a t th e  m o iith  o 

m ecd cu t R iver,”  sh e  explain*

 ̂ M I c iT

avel

*yin^ 887,000 Kailortt of oil, 
iCn after breaking looie fr«o

Q ^ u  “I ’ve a lw a y s  loved  
g ra d u a t in g  f ro m  th

t
 V e rm o n t in  1971 , E 

y ach ts  u p  a n d  d ow n 
o n e  o f  th e  few  sailti 

H n S n  could f ind  in  those da 
sh e  h e a rd  th a t th e  n 

I a c a d e m ie s — fiv e  s t 
p lu s  th e  U .S . M erchi 
em y— w ere consider 
m il w o m en . S he  app 

I M aritim e  A cadem y  I 
in S I  fic ia lly  c h an g ed  i t s ;

in te rv iew  o n  a  T\iesd 
'i ' o f  tru s tee s  vo ted  to 

T hu rsd ay ,” sh e  says.
E v e n 'th o u g h  it wo 

• ing co llege— cram m i 
c f a r l  c u rricu lu m  in to  2 ^ )  

a s e c o n d  b ac h e lo r  
ju m p e d  a t th e  chance 
on  waiter.” D em p sey ; 
ing , I ’m  h app ie r."  Si;

' her. c la ssm ates , she  f 
s  a l- desp ite  a  coo l recepti< 
)tain den ts. “ T h e re  w as sc 
3rah. re sen tm en t,”  she  rec 
h  o f  th rough  sch b o l w ith  i 
lirts. the  s u p ^ r t  o f  th e  fai

« A E L H

rhis;

(pitc The 
ship 
wild 
stoi 
the 
The 
and 
h a d

ll.lloaU im m im nod ^  
r«om a  tu g b o a t  ■ ■ ■

d th e  w a te r."  A fte r  sey  sj
th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  large]
, D e b b ie  d e liv e re d  w ith
'n  th e  E ast C oast— , w i th ;
l in g  jo b s  a  w om an  e x p h
days. T hen , in 1974, the ir
n a tio n 's  m aritim e  y o u n

s ta te - ru n  sc h o o ls .  O r
:hant M a rin e  A cad- Dem]
ering w hether to ad - tha t J
pp lied  to  th e  M aine  w as  I
y  b e fo re  i t  ev en  o f- cap ta
s po licy . " I  had  m y  tread  
sday . and  th e  board— lan d  <
0 a d m it w om en on  pitchi 
/s. a s m j  
vould  m ean  repea t- s to p  t 
m ing v irtually  a  full recai:
1 y ea rs  and  e arn in g  A s 
o r ’s d e g re e — sh e  coulc 
ce . ‘‘I  lo v e  w ork ing  C apti 
y says. “ I f  it 's  f loat- th a t > 
Six y e a rs  o ld e r than bo th  
5 p ro v e d  h e r  m ettle  how c 
Ition from  o ther sti^- y o u ’r 
so m e  jea lo u sy  a n d  '  u s e t \  
e c a lls .  “ b u t I w en t anch< 
h  b lin d ers  on . I  h ad  W l 
facu lty  and  adm in - to n , I
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Shif
ie night was 
ich black. 
leunmaiyied
.  l-^iT  D ebb i.np lurched

t jo n  s

iWlyasaflerce ~
:onnchunied Lad"

w a s  t
16 S 6 3 .  s tu d en

- nau tic .

lecaptain '"“p
idhercrew
idGtUetime

ta in , usI avert disaster, thciii:
a n to h t
lu tin g .

Y says h e rfe llo w  m ariners ha 
g e ly  supportive. 'T f  I  have  a  \ 
th  je a lo u s y  now , i t ’s  p rett; 
th  gentlem en c lo sest to  m y aj 
p la in s . “ I t’s n o t m y  p ro b le  
sir prob lem . P eop le  sen io r to  
u n g c r  p eo p le  a re  supportive 
O n e  o f  those s e n io r  p eo p le  
:m psey, h er husband  o f  15 yc 
It January  m orning, he  k new  I 
is b e in g  asked  to  d o  som etl 
ptain had  done before— to  fly 
ac h e ro u s  w ea ther in  a  helicc 
)d o n  th e  d e c k o f  a n  u nm ann 
th in g  w ildly in a  rough  sea ai 
m all c rew  o f  vo lunteers, to  so 
Ip th e  Lyra. “ I h ad  fa ith  in  he  
:a lls. “I  knew  w h a t sh e  cou i 
A s s u m in g  th a t  sh e  a n d  he 
u id  so m eh o w  g e t a b o a rd  th 
p la in  D em psey  h ad  only  one 
It w o u ld  s top  its  d r if t: to  le 
th  SJi-ton  anchors . T h e  p ro  
w ever, is dan g ero u s. “Basit 
u ’re  in a  situation w here  you  
: tw o  a nchors."  she  says, “yc 
:h o r .”
W hen D em p sey  reach ed  W  
X, N .C ., sh e  found  an  all-vc

AQE • JULV n .  t004 • PARAOe il

Ition . a n d  I 
: 100  p e r -  
t fo cu sed ."
1 1 9 7 6 .
)bie D o an e  
im e  the na- 
I’s f i r s t  
n a n  to  
iu a te  fro m  

m a r i t im e  
dem y. S h e  
1 th e  to p  
le n t in  th e  
t ic a l  s c i-  
:  p rog ram , 
in c e  th e n , 
h a s  r is e n  

)Ugh th e  
\Cs f ro m
e ' to  c a p -
, usually  as 
firs t w o m -
3 hold  each  
lg .  D em p - 
ih a v e b e ra  
: a  problem  
e tty  m u ch  
y  age,”  she  
b lem — i l ’s 
r to  m e a nd  
d ve .”
p ie  is J a c k  
) years. O n 
:w  h is w ife  
le th in g  no  
fly  through 
licop ter, to  < 
a n n ed sh ip . 
a  and , w ith  
) som ehow  
ih e r,"  Ja c k  
o u ld  d o .”

h e r  c re w  
1 th e  sh ip , 
o n e  option
> le t  d o w n
p rocedure, 
asica lly , if  
’OU h av e  to 
“y o u  d o n 't

W ilm ing- 
-v o lu n tee r  _
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M arine  h e licop te r c rew  wi 
ry  h e r  o u t to  th e  sh ip . “ Sh 
trough ,”  says D em psey . d< 
sh ip 's  position. “ S he  w as ( 
g rec  snap  ro lls.” 

L u rc h in g  w ild ly  in  thi 
Lyra  w as  n o  p lace to  land  
T lic  fo u r  c rcw  m em bers  w 
in  a  basket, o n e  a t a  tiln e . i 
co n tac t w ith  th e  p itch ing  

D em p sey  h ad  b een  givi 
te lep h o n e  a nd  p o rtab le  ra 
in  c o n ta c t  w ith  lan d . Nc 
w orked . TVvice, the cm crg  
a to r— w hich  w ou ld  p rov i 
d ro p  th e  a ncho rs  a n d  ligh 
fa iled  a f te r  the  firs t onch 
low ered. D arkness fell. “ T  
ing b lackcr than a s h ip  d ca 
in  th e  w a te r  in  a  s to rm  t 
n igh t,”  sh e  says, a dd ing : “ 
l ik e  c h a lle n g e . T h e  m o r  
th e re  is, th e  m ore  I  l ik e  it.

T h a t n igh t, sh e  faced  th 
greatest challenge o f  h e r  ca 
rccr. D em psey  and  h e r  cre\ 
h ad  to  le t d ow n th e  s e c o n  
a n c h o r  w ithou t a n y  pow e 
f ro m  th e  sh ip . S in c e  eac: 
9 0  fe e t o f c h a in  w e ig h s  : 
to n s , they  kn ew  th a t stop  
p in g  a t  th e  r ig h t  p o i r  
w o u ld  b c  d if f ic u l t— an  
fa ilin g  to  s top  cou ld  m ea  
lo s in g  th e  a n c h o r . “ T h  

'  eng ineer leaned o n  th 
b r a k e , 'a n d  n o th in g  h ap  
p e n e d ,”  s h e  r c c a l l s - “ W  
b u rn ed  o u t the  b rake .” 

D em p sey  k new  sh e  hai

!
D eborah D oam  (o)snd foml 
Academy. She w as th e  to p

PARADE MA0A2tNE • JULY T7. It
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’ w aitin g  to  car- on ly  o n e  1
‘S h e  w as in  the “T h ere’s  a 
’. describ ing  the a  h u g e  chi
as d o ing  35-de- "W h en  yo  

it d ro p s dl 
th e  w a te r , th e  chain to  kc

n d  a  helicoptcr. w a rd ."  T l
•s w ere  low ered hope th a t, 
le. m ak ing  hard  it w o u ld  s
n g  d eck . chain . “ E i 
g iven a  c e llu la r a tten tio n  i 
: rad io s  to  k eep  go ing  to  d
N o n e  o f  them  the d e c k  w
erg en cy  gcner- th e  c h a in ,
o v ide  p o w er to fine." 
ig h t th e  sh ip —  T h e  r id
ich o r h ad  been  m idnight,
“ T h ere  is noth- th e  Lyra  si

Capyn
lo rc

Dempsey found 
her niche on

:ond Jt
iw er tn6 S63.
hs's “iloveworidng
to p -  *

“"J on the water,” .
she says.

I t  “Ififsfloating, 
h J ’m happier."

unlly on h er graduation d ay  li 
:op r tu d en t In the  nautical ac
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e  la s t  c hance  to  save th e  sh ip  
s  a  device called the rid ing  paw  
c h u n k  o f  steel,” sh e  exp la in s  
y o u 'r e  p ick ing  up th e  a n ch o r 
; d o w n  in side  th e  lin k s o f  the 
keep  them  from  slipping back- 
T h is  t im e , D em p sey  h a d  tc 
Qt, i f  she  th rew  the r id ing  p aw  
d s lip  in to  a link  and  s to p  the 
E ith e r  i t  w as n o t g o ing  to  pa> 
n  a t a ll,”  she  says, “o r  i t  wa< 
3 d is in teg ra te  and  take  m e .9 fl 
c w id i it, o r it w as go ing  to  stop 
in .  a n d  ev e ry th in g  w o u ld  be

r id in g  p a w  w o rk e d . A ro u n c  
It, 16 m ilc s  from  th e  m ain lan d  
1 s to p p ed  its  deadly  d r i f t  “ W« 
^ . d id  th e  jo b  w e  w ere trained 

to  d o ,” D em psey  say s. “Ii 
w as  a  team  e ffo r t.”  A fte i 
the  stom i, D em psey and  hci 
crew  ro d e  th e  Lyra  u nde : 
tow  in to  C harleston  harboi 
and  left the sh ip  forever.

D ebbie  D em psey  is  back 
at sea  now  as sk ipper o f  the 

• Margarei Lykes, a  larger, 
o ld e r vessel lhan th e  Lyra. 
She  h as received  a n  aw ard 
from  the S eam en 's  C hurch  
Institute fo r saving the Lyra. 

'S h e  re m iin s  s lig h tly  e m 
barrassed  by  the atten tion , 
“I t  cou ld  have  b een  a  d is 
aster.”  she concedes. " B u t il 

, never entered m y  m ind  lhat 
w e  w o u ld  n o t a n c h o r  thai 
vessel. I n ev e r th o u g h t wc 
c o u ld n ’t  s top  th e  sh ip . ” IB

/  In 1976 a t  th e  Maine Maritime 
science program .

Up-
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^ ^ h c  w as a  Inie original. On 
^  rare performers w hose  vo 
^  touch your deepest cm oti 
day, nearly 30 years aR cr a  plai 
igically ended h er life, Patsy’s ! 
quested more than ever o n  rac
I across America. N ow w e  brin 
assic 2-record trecisury...7Tie 
itsy Cline.

The Most Compl 
Collection Ever Of

'e’ve captured the very besl of 
iginal recordings to offer you a  
ved classics-from h er veiy first 
’alkin'AflerMidni8ht...\o the  la; 
mgs she ever recorded... Some 
oeei Drearru (the UUe song o f I 
otion picture honoriiig Palsy’s 
illection has been  digitally rem  
lUnd better than ever before!
"■ Not Available i 

Any Store! 
e  think this historic treasury w: 
your favorile collections. Do tt 
ve us your permission to send  
■geridary Patsy Cline to auditioi 
vn hom e risk-free. C hoose fror 
iSMtteSr2je cofds, o r-l CD. Yot 
ay and enjoy this collection IIk( 
u ’ve ever owned o r simply reti
II refund, absolutely no questh 
Iff Legendary Palsy Cline is not 
ly store, so hurry and  o rder tod

15 *  2  C a s s e t t e s  •

Bter*, Box 4171, DepL( 
aHon, NY 11746
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