April 13, 2026
Received

Records Management

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC) Apr 23, 2026

621 Woodland Square Loop S.E.
Lacey, WA 98503

Re: Formal Public Comment — Docket UE-260005 (Puget Sound Energy Rate Case)

To the Commissioners: We are residential customers of Puget Sound Energy (PSE) writing to formally urge
the Commission to reject or significantly reduce the multi-year rate increase requested by PSE in Docket UE-

260005.

While we understand the importance of maintaining a reliable grid and transitioning to clean energy, the
scale of this request—a nearly 30% increase over three years—is excessive and creates an undue financial
burden on Washington households. Our opposition is based on the following concerns:

e Compounding Rate Hikes: These proposed increases follow several years of consecutive hikes. With
current residential rates already reaching $0.14 per kWh, the cumulative effect is pushing basic
utility services toward a level of unaffordability that threatens the stability of many households.
Prioritizing Shareholders over Ratepayers:

As an investor-owned utility, PSE must be required to prioritize the "fair and reasonable" rates
mandated by state law over the maximization of shareholder dividends. We ask the UTC to scrutinize
PSE’s requested Return on Equity (ROE) and ensure that corporate profits are not being protected at
the expense of captive customers.

e Cost Allocation for New Demand: The infrastructure upgrades cited by PSE are increasingly driven
by large-scale industrial users and high-demand data centers. Residential customers should not be
forced to subsidize the energy-intensive expansion of these corporate entities. We request that the
Commission shift a greater portion of these capital costs to the industrial classes responsible for the
load growth. We ask the Commission to exercise its regulatory authority to protect the public.

Please hold PSE to a higher standard of fiscal accountability and reject any increase that exceeds the
actual cost of service required for safety and reliability.

Thank you for considering our comments and for your commitment to the public interest.

Respectfully,

Lon and Karen LaFlamme
10021 183" Avenue East
Bonney Lake, WA 98391


cwagner215
Auto Stamp - Top Right Corner - 1st Page


