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JOINT ENVIRONMENTAL 
ADVOCATES’ REQUEST FOR CASE 
CERTIFICATION AND NOTICE OF 
INTENT TO REQUEST A FUND GRANT 

 
Pursuant to RCW 80.28.430 and the January 1, 2025 Washington Participatory Funding 

Agreement (“Funding Agreement”), the Joint Environmental Advocates (NW Energy Coalition, 

Front and Centered, Sierra Club, Washington Conservation Action and Climate Solutions) 

hereby submit this Request for Case Certification and Notice of Intent to Request a Fund Grant. 

This notice is timely filed, and this proceeding is eligible under Article 1(c) of the Funding 

Agreement.  

Pursuant to Article 5 of the Funding Agreement, NW Energy Coalition, Sierra Club, 

Washington Conservation Action and Climate Solutions request certification as “customer 

representative organizations.” Front and Centered requests certification as a “prioritized 

organizations” group. The specific budget allocation between these sub-funds will be proposed 

when the organizations finalize and submit their proposed budgets in accordance with the 

Funding Agreement and this Commission’s direction.  

I. NW ENERGY COALITION, SIERRA CLUB, WASHINGTON CONSERVATION 
ACTION AND CLIMATE SOLUTIONS MEET THE CRITERIA FOR 
CERTIFICATION AS CUSTOMER REPRESENTATIVE ORGANIZATIONS.  

1. NW Energy Coalition, Sierra Club, Washington Conservation Action and Climate 

Solutions are all non-profit organizations that represent broad customer interests. 
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2. NW Energy Coalition is an alliance of more than 100 organizations, including 

more than forty in Washington state, and individual members. NW Energy Coalition’s work 

focuses on energy efficiency, renewable energy, low income and consumer protections, and 

involved public involvement in building a clean energy future, which are matters of broad 

customer interests in the state of Washington.   

3. Sierra Club is a national, non-profit environmental and conservation organization 

incorporated under the laws of the State of California. Sierra Club is dedicated to the protection 

of public health and the environment. Sierra Club petitions to intervene in this proceeding on 

behalf of itself and its more than 23,500 Sierra Club members who live and purchase utility 

services in Washington, many of whom are residential customers of Puget Sound Energy 

(“PSE”). 

4. Climate Solutions is a Seattle-based clean energy non-profit organization working 

to accelerate solutions to the climate crisis. The organization advances ambitious climate 

policies, supports market innovation, and builds coalitions across communities, businesses, and 

governments to cut climate pollution in sectors like electricity, transportation, and buildings. 

Climate Solutions is dedicated to a just clean energy transition and seeks to ensure outcomes that 

align utility investments and rates with Washington's climate laws while protecting consumers. 

5. Washington Conservation Action (“WCA”)—formerly Washington 

Environmental Council—is a nonprofit that was established in 1967 and works to pass, defend, 

and implement policies that advance environmental progress and justice and center the expertise 

of impacted communities. WCA uses statewide collaborative efforts to promote equitable 

systems that ensure Washingtonians live in a healthy and just environment, community, and 

economy. 
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6. These groups can effectively represent the customers that they seek to represent in 

this consolidated proceeding. All routinely participate in proceedings related to PSE customer 

interests. For example, NW Energy Coalition staff and members participate in numerous 

advisory groups convened by PSE, and regularly comment on PSE programs and proposals—

including energy efficiency programs, low-income rate programs, transportation electrification 

programs, and Clean Energy Transformation Act implementation. NW Energy Coalition and 

Sierra Club have intervened without objection in prior PSE rate proceedings and contributed 

materially to the record and to the settlement of that matter. Washington Conservation Action 

and Climate Solutions intervened and participated materially in a closely related proceeding 

involving PSE Climate Commitment Act tariffs. This Commission previously granted NW 

Energy Coalition’s request for funding in prior PSE rate cases.  

7. No other case-certified stakeholder participating in this proceeding adequately 

represents the specific interests of these organizations. They are the only parties focused on the 

interests of customers as they relate to the clean energy transition, customer-side resources, 

energy efficiency, transportation electrification, and energy justice. The public interest will 

benefit from their participation in this proceeding, for example, by allowing the Commission to 

consider staff and expert testimony on matters central to the Commission’s decision. Their 

consistent participation in past rate cases and other matters before this Commission, and the 

frequency with which the Commission has cited their testimony and arguments in other matters, 

confirms that the public interest will benefit.  

8. These organizations will not unduly delay the schedule for this consolidated 

proceeding. Together with Front and Centered, the groups are jointly represented in this matter 

and will coordinate their participation.  
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II. FRONT AND CENTERED MEETS THE CRITERIA FOR CERTIFICATION AS A 
PRIORITIZED ORGANIZATION. 

9. Front and Centered is a non-profit organization.  

10. Front and Centered is a Prioritized Organization representing both vulnerable 

populations and highly impacted communities. Front and Centered is a climate justice coalition 

of organizations led by, and serve, communities of color in Washington. Its mission is to 

advocate for the interests of frontline communities who are first and worst impacted by the 

climate crisis, particularly low income and BIPOC communities, in advancing a just and 

equitable transition from an extractive to a regenerative economy. A large number of Front and 

Centered coalition members provide direct services and community support to PSE customers 

who constitute highly-impacted communities and vulnerable populations. 

11. Front and Center will effectively represent its coalition organizations in this 

proceeding as it does in many other fora. Front and Centered actively participated in Puget 

Sound Energy’s Clean Energy Implementation Plan (“CEIP”) process and has been involved in 

PSE’s Equity Advisory Group and participated in discussions on the company’s proposed Bill 

Discount program. It also participated in PSE’s last two rate cases and contributed materially to 

the outcome in that matter. Due to Front and Centered’s interest in the process and outcomes of 

PSE’s rate case with respect to clean transition and equitable access goals, Front and Centered is 

well positioned to provide informed and useful perspectives on key issues being raised. Front 

and Centered will seek to elevate the voices of historically underrepresented and highly-impacted 

communities in this process. This Commission previously granted Front and Centered’s request 

for funding in prior PSE rate cases. 
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For the foregoing reasons, NW Energy Coalition, Sierra Club, Washington Conservation 

Action, Climate Solutions, and Front and Centered respectfully request that the Commission 

grant this request for case certification and accept its notice of intent to request a fund grant.  

 

Dated this 2nd day of April, 2026. 

Respectfully submitted,  

/s/ Jan Hasselman    
Jan Hasselman (WSBA #29107)  
Jaimin Parekh (WSBA #53722)  
Victor A. Zertuche (SBOT #24106621)  
Earthjustice  
810 Third Avenue, Suite 610  
Seattle, WA 98104  
T: (206) 343-7340  
jhasselman@earthjustice.org  
jparekh@earthjustice.org  
vzertuche@earthjustice.org  

 
Attorneys for Joint Environmental 
Advocates 
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