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to more clearly define their scope and expected outcomes, as well as 
a reasonable procedural schedule that I will facilitate the desired
outcomes. We caution Staff and the other parties who participate in 
these generic proceedings that while the goal to create consistent 
guidelines that reduce the· analytical burden in future rate cases is 
laudable, it must be balanced against the need to provide flexible 
methodologies that take into accourtt a utility's unique 
circumstances. 

Stakeholders have met and are now providing further feedback regarding issues and process. 

II. COMMENTS REQUESTED BYCOMMISSION STAFF

In its request for comments, Commission Staff divided 1the objectives and topics to be addressed 
in the generic proceeding into three.groups: Templates, Procedures, and Policy Statement. 

Templates. Public Counsel believes that a template for results may be beneficial by allowing 
apples to apples comparison of each party's results and 1recommendations. However, it may be 
more difficult to require a template for the particular studies that are performed because (1) each 
utility is different and (2) each expert (whether the expert 1s a utility expert, Staff expert, or an 
outside consultant working with parties) uses professional judgment and experience in 
conducting cost of service studies. For example, it may by difficult to create a template for class 
cost allocation studies. Class cost of service studies can be simple or more complex regarding 
cost allocations depending on the specific application. Public Counsel is in favor of unified 
templates that provide a summary of class cost of service results by class, including allocated 
amounts of revenues, expenses, and rate base. In addition, Public Counsel recommends that the 
Commission develop a rule requiring that all class cost of service studies must ultimately show 
the allocated costs to each class for each FERC account. 

Revenue Requirement cross check. Public Counsel believes that this suggested rule is beyond 
the scope of the collaborative. 

COS Allocation List. Public Counsel is unsure of what is _anticipated with regard to a rule 
requiring a "COS Allocations List." Nonetheless, Public Counsel would support a rule that class 
COSS must provide a list of all allocation factors. 

Procedures. Commission Staff suggests that load studies should be conducted every five years 
and that they should include information about generation and the relationship between dispatch 
and market sales. Staff suggests that guidance regarding i'oad studies should be provided by rule. 
Public Counsel agrees that it inay be appropriate to address load studies by rule. Public Counsel 
cautions on requiring five-year intervals, however, and would suggest that five years should be 



     

  
   

   
    

              
              

                
             

             
             
             

                 
               

              
             

  

             
              

              
              

  

               
             

               
                
             

              
             

              
   

             
               
           

            
             

               
             

              
          

             



    

  
   

   
    

             
               

          
             

              
                  

                  
   

  

             
               

                
         

 

   
   

    
  

 


