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Exh. TH-25T 
The Honorable Jessica Kruszewski 

Administrative Law Judge 

 

 

 
BEFORE THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

 
 
In the Matter of the Application of 
 
LAKESIDE TRANSPORTATION LLC, 
 
For Authority to Operate as an Auto 
Transportation Company in Washington, 
 

Applicant. 

 

 
 
Docket No. 250362 
 
RESPONSE TESTIMONY OF  
TESFAYE HAILESELASSIE 
 
On Behalf of Lakeside Transportation 
LLC 

 
TO:   PACIFIC NORTHWEST TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, INC. (PNTS)  
  (“PREMIER”), Protestant; 
 
AND TO:  All Counsel of Record. 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

Q. Please state your name and position. 

A. My name is Tesfaye Haileselassie, owner of Lakeside Transportation LLC, located in Seattle, 

Washington. 

Q. What is the purpose of your testimony? 

A. My testimony responds to the Initial Testimony of John E. Fricke, filed October 10, 2025, on 

behalf of Pacific Northwest Transportation Services, Inc. (PNTS), doing business as Premier Airport 
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Shuttle / Capital Aeroporter. I show that Lakeside’s proposed shuttle service is distinct, needed, 

community-supported, and consistent with the public interest. PNTS’s objections based on inaccurate 

comparisons should be dismissed. 

II. DESCRIPTION OF LAKESIDE’S SERVICE 

Q. Please describe Lakeside’s proposed service. 

A. Lakeside seeks authority to operate a scheduled, hourly shuttle by reservation only between 

Seattle–Tacoma International Airport (Sea-Tac) and four major downtown Seattle hotels: 

• W Hotel Seattle 

• Sheraton Grand Seattle 

• Hyatt Regency Seattle 

• Westin Seattle 

Each trip will be nonstop between the airport and these hotels, operated with modern Sprinter vans 

driven by licensed, uniformed professionals. The fare is $25 per person, and children 2 years and under 

ride free. All rides are booked in advance through an online system or hotel concierge. 

III. WHY LAKESIDE’S SERVICE IS DIFFERENT 

Q. Does Lakeside duplicate PNTS’s existing operations? 

A. No. PNTS runs a shared-ride, multi-stop, door-to-door service serving broad parts of King, 

Pierce, and Snohomish Counties. Lakeside will operate scheduled, hotel-specific, nonstop shuttles 

targeted to visitors, families, and convention travelers who value predictability and time savings. 

Lakeside’s model complements PNTS’s service and does not create detrimental duplication. 

Feature                  PNTS             Lakeside Transportation LLC 

Service Type Shared ride / Door-to-door Scheduled hourly nonstop hotel shuttle 
Booking On-demand / variable Reservation only (online or hotel) 
Stops Multiple neighborhoods Four Fixed Hotels Only 
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Feature                  PNTS             Lakeside Transportation LLC 
 

Fare Variable zone-based or $37 Flat $25; kids under 2 free 
Fleet Mixed vehicles Modern Sprinter Vans 

  
IV. PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 

Q. What evidence demonstrates that Lakeside’s service is needed? 

A. Lakeside has filed thirteen (13) independent letters of support from downtown hotels, tourism 

organizations, and business partners. Among them, Visit Seattle states that this service will “strengthen 

tourism, improve guest access, and benefit the city’s hospitality industry.” Hotel partners confirm guests 

frequently request predictable, affordable airport transfers not adequately met by current services. 

Q. How does Lakeside’s service promote the public interest? 

A. Lakeside’s proposed service offering an additional option enhances consumer choice in the 

following four areas: 

First: Reliability & Predictability – Hourly departures eliminate uncertainty. 

Second: Affordability – Transparent, flat $25 fare. 

Third: Access for Families – Children 2 and under ride free. 

Fourth: Safety & Professionalism – Licensed chauffeurs and fully insured vehicles. 

Fifth: Tourism Support – Strengthening Seattle’s visitor economy by reducing the traffic  

congestion contributed to by rideshares. 

These benefits satisfy the statutory standard of public convenience and necessity under RCW 

81.68 and WAC 480-30. 

V. LAKESIDE’S RESPONSES TO PNTS’S ASSERTIONS 

PNTS Claim 1: PNTS already provides the same service. 
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Lakeside’s Response: PNTS’s service is shared-ride and multi-stop. Lakeside’s nonstop, hotel-

focused, by-reservation shuttle is a different class of service. 

PNTS Claim 2: Lakeside would cause wasteful duplication. 

Lakeside’s Response: Lakeside’s limited hotel route and reservation model increase efficiency 

and passenger choice—there is no detrimental duplication. 

 PNTS Claim 3: No unmet demand exists. 

Lakeside’s Response: Thirteen support letters and the Visit Seattle endorsement confirm unmet 

demand and strong public benefit. 

PNTS Claim 4: Lakeside offers nothing new. 

Lakeside’s Response: Lakeside introduces a modernized, technology-driven system with clear 

pricing, newer vehicles, and higher service standards. 

 PNTS Claim 5: PNTS’s longevity justifies protection. 

Lakeside’s Response: The Commission’s duty is to protect the public, not incumbents. To the 

extent PNTS considers Lakeside its business competitor, competition is healthy, fosters innovation, 

creativity, and here will offer consumers more choice and options thereby serving the public interest. 

VI. FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL FITNESS 

Q. Is Lakeside financially and operationally qualified? 

A. Yes. Lakeside maintains commercial liability insurance exceeding UTC requirements, owns 

and operates Sprinter vans, and employs trained, experienced chauffeurs. Financial records already 

submitted with Exhibits TH-1 through TH-24 confirm sufficient resources to maintain year-round 

operations safely and reliably. 

VII. SUMMARY AND REQUEST FOR RELIEF 
 
 Q. What relief does Lakeside Transportation LLC seek? 
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A. Lakeside respectfully requests that the Commission grant full and permanent authority to 

operate its proposed scheduled, hourly, by-reservation shuttle service between Sea-Tac Airport and the 

designated downtown Seattle hotels. The existing record—filed October 10, 2025—demonstrates 

Lakeside’s financial fitness, operational readiness, public support, and clear public convenience and 

necessity. There is no justification for limitation, delay, or conditional entry. 

Q. Why should the Commission approve Lakeside’s application? 

A. Because the evidence proves that Lakeside’s service is distinct, efficient, and strongly 

supported by the public. Granting this certificate will expand transportation choice, reduce congestion, 

enhance visitor satisfaction, and fulfill the Commission’s mission to promote the public interest of 

Washington residents and visitors. 

VIII.  DECLARATION 
 

I, Tesfaye Haileselassie, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

Washington that the foregoing Rebuttal Testimony is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 

belief. 

DATED this _____ day of October 2025, at Seattle, Washington. 
 

__________________________________________ 
Tesfaye Haileselassie 
Owner, Lakeside Transportation LLC 
info@lksidelimo.com  |  (206) 769-0405 
 

DATED this 31stt of October, 2025, at Bellevue, Washington.  
 

MDK LAW 
 
/s/ Mark Kimball                       
Mark Kimball, WSBA No. 13146 
777 108th Ave NE, Suite 2000 
Bellevue, WA 98004 
Phone: (425) 455-9610 
Fax: (425) 455-1170 

Tesfaye haileselassie (Oct 31, 2025 18:39:54 PDT)

Oct 31, 2025

mailto:info@lksidelimo.com
mailto:info@lksidelimo.com


 

 
RESPONSE TESTIMONY OF TESFAYE HAILESELASSIE  
ON BEHALF OF LAKESIDE TRANSPORTATION LLC | 6  
In the Matter of the Application of Lakeside Transportation LLC 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 MDK | LAW 
777 108th Avenue Northeast, Suite 2000 

Bellevue, Washington 98004 
(425) 455-9610 

 
 

 

Email: mkimball@mdklaw.com 
Attorneys for Applicant Lakeside Transportation LLC 
 
/s/ Benjamin Phillips                       
Benjamin Phillips, WSBA No. 53604 
777 108th Ave NE, Suite 2000 
Bellevue, WA 98004 
Phone: (425) 455-9610 
Fax: (425) 455-1170 
Email: bphillips@mdklaw.com 
Attorneys for Applicant Lakeside Transportation LLC 
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