Linda Morris
5210 N Riblet View Ln
Spokane WA 99212-1774

October 28, 2017

WA UTC

I've enclosed a newpaper article from the Spokesman-Review, Spokane, Washington.
I seem to write to}ou every year about your rate increases.

Same of "stuff"...need more money for salaries and research and development. Can't you come
up with another excuse.
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Your utility subscribers are sick of your rate increases......I'm against it but what good will it
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Review
questions

Avista rate
request

Regulatory staff
recommend
smaller increases

By Becky Kramer
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Avista Utilities should be al-
lowed to raise customers’ rates
over the next three years, but by
much smaller amounts than
company officials proposed,
Washington regulatory staff
members said Friday.

The Utilities and Transpor-
tation Commission’s staff rec-
ommended denying Avista’s re-
quested electric and natural gas
increase, and giving the com-
pany more modest rate hikes.

Avista’s three-year rate plan
called for electric base rate in-
creases of 12.5 percent the first
year, 2.5 percent the second
year and 2.5 percent the third
year. .

The Spokane-base utility also
asked for increases in natural
gas rates of 9.3 percent the first
year, 4.4 percent the second
year and 4.4 percent the third
year.

Commission staff recom-
mended electric rate increases
of 2 percent the first year, and
2.3 percent in years two and

" three.

For natural gas, commission
staff recommended a 13 percent
rate increase the first year, and
a 3 percent increase in years
two and three.

Avista officials said the util-
ity needs higher rates to pay
for ongoing capital spending,
including major dam reno-
vations and a new online pay-
ment system. The utility ex-
pects to spend about $405 mil-
lion annually on capital proj-
ects through 2021. j

However, commission staff
said Avista hadn’t made a com-
pelling case for the requested
rate increases. Staff members
called the company’s proposed
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