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Glossary

From Bill Lewis,
Your Guide to Home Repair.
FREE Newsletter. Sign Up Now!

Definition: In plumbing, a trap with a vertical inlet and a horizontal outlet. A drain trap is required between
the outlet from a lavatory, sink or tub and the main waste line. The p trap provides a water seal above the
waste or soil pipe. This seal keeps sewer gases and odors from entering the room. The p trap gets its name
from its shape, which resembles the letter "P." A p trap is used when fixtures are mounted against an interior
wall and the drain pipe fitting is inside the wall. :
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