BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	In the Matter of the Petition of
PACIFIC POWER & LIGHT COMPANY
For an Accounting Order Approving Deferral of Certain Costs Related to the MidAmerican Energy Holdings Company Transition.

	DOCKET NO. UE-060817



	WASHINGTON UTILITIES & TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION,


Complainant,

v.

PACIFICORP d/b/a PACIFIC POWER & LIGHT COMPANY,



Respondent.

	DOCKET NO. UE-061546
MOTION FOR CONSOLIDATION 


BACKGROUND
1 Docket No. UE-060817 was initiated by a “Petition of PacifiCorp for Accounting Order” (Petition) filed May 19, 2006.  According to paragraph 4 of the Petition, PacifiCorp, d/b/a Pacific Power & Light Company (PacifiCorp or Company) is seeking “an accounting order authorizing capitalization of the transition costs through March 2007,” followed by an amortization period beginning April 1, 2007, or “at the implementation of the next general rate case.”  
2 Among other things, these “transition costs” relate to severance payments PacifiCorp made to departing employees, and the cost of new software, all occasioned by the recent acquisition of PacifiCorp by MidAmerican Holdings Company.  The Commission has not yet set the Petition for hearing.
3 Docket No. UE-061546 is a general rate case filed by PacifiCorp on October 3, 2006.  It is the “next general rate case” referred to in the Petition.  In the general rate case, PacifiCorp is proposing an accounting adjustment which reflects (in the calculation of the Company’s proposed rates) the relief the Company seeks in its Petition.  Various parties to the general rate case have conducted discovery on this adjustment.  The general rate case has been scheduled for hearing.
ARGUMENT
4 Docket No. UE-060817 and Docket No. UE-061546 should be consolidated for hearing and disposition, and processed on the schedule the Commission has established in Docket No. UE-061546.  

5 The Commission has discretion to consolidate dockets for hearing and/or disposition.  WAC 480-07-320.  These dockets have common issues of fact regarding the treatment of “transition costs.” The existence of commons issues of fact is a justification for consolidation recognized by the Commission.  Id.  Moreover, consolidation will promote efficiency, by bringing before the Commission in one docket all accounting issues related to these transition costs.  The Commission can rule on them on a common record.  Finally, there should be no reason for delay, because these issues have been the subject of discovery in the rate case docket, and Staff anticipates the same parties will be involved.

RELIEF REQUESTED
6 The Commission should issue an order consolidating Docket UE-060817 and Docket UE-061546 for hearing and disposition on the schedule the Commission has established in Docket No. UE-061546.  

DATED this 30th day of January, 2007.






Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT M. MCKENNA 

Attorney General

______________________________

DONALD T. TROTTER
Senior Counsel
Counsel for Washington Utilities and

Transportation Commission
� The Commission should issue a notice inviting additional intervention, but at the same time, the Commission should indicate that intervention by existing parties in the general rate case (Docket UE-606546) is unnecessary.  One petition for intervention is on file in Docket UE-060817, from the Industrial Customers of Northwest Utilities (ICNU).  ICNU is a party to the general rate case.
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